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Year 7 Curriculum  

1 

The school operates a one week timetable and the day comprises of five one hour lessons. The 
curriculum is divided as follows: 

In English, Humanities and Drama students are specifically helped to develop the following 
competencies: 
 

Competences for learning 
Competences for Citizenship 
Competences for relating to people 
Competences for managing situations 
Competences for managing information 

 
Students study Information & Communication Technology across all subject areas throughout 
the year. 

Subject Number of lessons  
per week 

English 4 

Mathematics 3 

Science 3 

First Language 3 

Second Language 2 
 

Core Humanities 3 

Humanities Extra  
(for students not studying a second language) 

2 

Music 1 

Drama 1 

Physical Education 2 

Art 1 

Design Technology 2 

 



 

 

Year 7 Curriculum continued  

2 

EQUIPMENT 
The school provides all the necessary textbooks, resource materials, equipment and stationery.  
However, we ask that all students equip themselves with: 
 

Pens 
Coloured pencils 
Compass 
Calculator 
Pencils and Ruler 
Protractor 
A sensible, stout, waterproof bag in which to put everything 
A dictionary, thesaurus and an atlas are basic reference sources and will obviously 

 prove useful 
Language dictionary 

 
PERSONAL PLANNER  
The personal planner will indicate homework set. The homework timetable is designed to be        
balanced with two or three subjects every evening of about half an hour duration each, during 
their first year. We ask parents to sign the planner each week, so that problems, if any, can        
immediately be identified. (It is essential to have a quiet place at home where students can study 
and complete homework).             
 
. 
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English  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have English and ñcompetencesò lessons. The English and ñcompetencesò lessons 
are linked, although the ñcompetencesò lessons seek to ensure that students are learning key 
skills that will be useful to them in the working world. Students are set according to ability. 
 
The curriculum for 2009 - 2010 has the personalisation, inclusion and Every Child Matters     
agendas at heart and so with our new units of work we hope to achieve a wholly inclusive        
curriculum in English through which our students can enjoy and achieve. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Competences:  
Year 7 students complete six ñcompetencesò units over the academic year and six English units. 
The ñcompetencesò units are linked with Drama and Citizenship to ensure a cross curricular      
approach. Students will develop common ôlearning to learnô skills which emphasise teamwork, 
presentation and skills across all these subjects.  
 
English:  
The English units that will be studied are as follows: 
1. Disaster, Rescue, Survival 
2. Frankenstein (Drama) 
3. Modern Poetry 
4. Heritage - Our English Language 
5. Introduction to Shakespeare 
6. Picture Books and Ebook (students will develop their own Ebook) 
 
The Library (LRC): 
In Year 7, the students have one lesson a fortnight in the LRC where in addition to changing 
reading books and spending some time reading, they are introduced to key skills that tie in with 
the units of work being studied in class. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Work is based on both the National Curriculum Orders for English and the English framework. 
 
The majority of lessons will follow the four phase lesson outlined in the National Curriculum ï a 
lesson starter, a teacher centred section, then a student centred section and a plenary session to 
pull together the learning of the lesson.  
 
We regard private reading as being essential to help all aspects of learning and to promote    
pleasure in reading. The Learning Resource Centre is regularly visited and students should       
always have a reading book with them. They must keep a reading log. During the year some    
written work will be set based on private reading. 
 
ASSESSMENT  
The learning of all students will be monitored and assessed through the national APP (Assessing 
Pupil Progress) assessment framework. Students will be given an overall national curriculum 
level once a term. 
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Mathematics  
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have three lessons per week.  Each half year group is divided into five classes.       
Students are set according to their ability in mathematics and science. Each fortnight all classes 
will have a numeracy lesson where they will complete a mental arithmetic test and focus on one 
particular element of numeracy. 
 
RESOURCES 
Maths Links textbooks 
Maths Links homework books (differentiated) 
Springboard 7 
MyMaths - an ICT package 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
The resources are differentiated for three levels of activity. 
 
In the autumn term Year 7 study algebra, number, shape, space and measures and handling 
data. Students will also be introduced to the idea of completing a órich taskô. This will help them 
improve their thinking and problem solving skills as well as their mathematical process skills. 
 
In the spring term these themes are developed through units of work - Handling Data 2, Number 
and Measures 3, Algebra 3, Shape, Space and Measures 3, Number 4 and Algebra 4. Students 
will continue to complete ñrichò tasks. 
 
In the summer term students will progress even further through Shape, Space and Measures 5, 
Handling Data 3, Number 5 and Algebra 5. These concepts will be put into practice by completing 
some extended projects. 
  
MODE OF DELIVERY 
All lessons follow an episodic standard numeracy lesson format: 
Starter ï usually a number activity ï a game or a challenge or a speed test etc. 
Main lesson content ï students will be clearly apprised of the intentions of the teacher through 
clear objectives and expected learning outcomes. 
Plenary ï usually a question and answer session or discussion to assess the success of the         
objectives.  
 
Homework is set twice a week but usually only one of these will be a written homework. The 
other will involve review of work covered or a learning activity related to mathematical vocabulary 
in line with the National Literacy Strategy.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students are regularly assessed through the ñmaths linksò scheme and we run regular tests in 
line with whole school assessment procedures. There will also be occasions when students are        
assessed on AT1 (problem solving), usually being asked to tackle a mathematical investigation. 
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Science  
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have three lessons per week and each half year group is divided into five classes.   
Students are set according to their ability in mathematics and science. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 

 
In Year 7 Science students cover twelve topics divided equally between Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics. These are: 
 
1.  Cells. 
2.  Reproduction. 
3.  Environment and feeding relationships. 
4.  Variation and classification. 
5.  Acids and Alkalis. 
6.  Simple chemical reactions. 
7.  Particle model for solids, liquids and gasses. 
8.  Solutions. 
9.  Energy resources. 
10. Electrical circuits. 
11. Forces and their effects. 
12. The solar system and beyond. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The science course is very much a practical based course with differentiation built in        
throughout.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students cover twelve modules of work. At the end of each topic there is a formal assessment 
test and a National Curriculum level is awarded for that test. In addition each module contains 
at least one major exercise that can be awarded at National Curriculum level. The levels         
attained in these assessments are used to monitor progress towards their eventual Key Stage 3 
level at the end of Year 9. 
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Languages - French  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Those students studying two languages will have five lessons per week. Those students     
studying one language will have three lessons per week. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
There are six topics of work covered in Year 7 French and they are: 
 
1. Star Academy    (Personal information) 
2. Boucle dôor et trios ours  (Food, house) 
3. Mardi Gras     (Clothes, countries) 
4. Les Choristes    (School and going out) 
5.  Le Normandie    (Regions, directions, places in town) 
6. Le Tour de France   (Sports) 
 
 
During these topics students will learn key spellings and complete reading tasks, they will learn 
to describe and understand in French. They will learn the key skills of scanning texts and              
independent reading and will learn how to express feelings in a foreign language and how to 
use a dictionary.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
French work will be based around Expo 1 textbook and workbook. Each module of work will last 
for a half term.  Students will take part in a range of activities to develop their speaking, listening 
reading and writing skills.   
 
Online óElekbroô resources will be used in school and can be discussed at home to support and 
consolidate Language Learning. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
An end of unit assessment, which tests a combination of speaking, listening, reading and            
writing skills, completes each module.  Assessment is based on National Curriculum levels. 
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Languages - German  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Those students studying two languages will have five lessons per week. Those students 
studying one language will have three lessons per week. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 7 German, students will study six units and will consolidate their learning on the        
following topics. 
 

Herzlich Wilkommen in der Lord Grey Schule - Life in School 
Eine Stadt im deutschsprachigen Raum - A city in a German speaking country 
Stasi - Life in East Germany 
Medien - Media 
MǕrchen - Fairy Tales 
Im Café - In the café 

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Students will take part in a range of activities to develop their speaking, listening, reading and 
writing skills.  
 
Dual linguists will use Echo 1   
Single linguist will use Echo 1  
 
ASSESSMENT 
At the end of each module of work there is a formal assessment based around National            
Curriculum levels in speaking, listening, reading and writing. 
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Languages - Italian  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Italian is offered as a second language. Italian classes have two lessons per week. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In the first year of the course, students develop their skills in listening, speaking, reading and 
writing via the following themes: 
 

Milan - Including topics such as Italian celebrities/designers/footballers 

Lombardia - Including topics such as skiing holidays, Christmas and family 

Venice - Including topics such as masks and masked balls and the cinema 

Florence - Including topics such as body parts, regional foods and football 
Rome - Including topics such as the Colosseum, Easter and Holy Week 

Naples - Including topics such as the Mafia, football and the volcano Mount Vesuvius 

 
Students have the opportunity to examine cultural differences between Italy and other countries 
when studying the above topics.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
There is no set textbook. There is an emphasis on practical work ï learning the language 
through games, songs, video and role-play.  Students have the opportunity to develop their 
skills and research the culture through regular internet access. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
There are weekly vocabulary tests and one written homework. At the end of each unit there is a 
formal assessment on the work covered during the half-term. National Curriculum levels form 
the main criteria for assessment in Key Stage 3. Structure and grammar are an integral part of 
the course to support the topic areas being taught.  
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Languages - Spanish  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Those students studying two languages will have five lessons per week. Those students studying one 
language will have three lessons per week. 
 

COURSE CONTENT 
Students study six units of work over the year, consolidating and building on the language skills that they 
have acquired in their primary schools. They will develop skills in reading, listening, speaking and        
writing. Students will also look at aspects of Hispanic culture throughout the course. 
 
The six units are: 
 
1.La isla bonita   Survival in the classroom 
     Numbers 
     Descriptions of people and places 
     Family 
     Food 
 
2. La casa de   Where you live 
    fantasmas   Where things are 
     Helping in the house 
 
3. Los desaparecidos  Your town 
     Directions and distances 
     Weather 
 
4. El arco iris   Countries and nationalities 
     Animals 
     Personality 
     The Ugly Duckling 
 
5. Pinocchio   School 
     Time 
     Transport 
     Daily Routine 
 
6. www.deportes.es  Sports and leisure activities 
     Free time 
     Frequencies and opinions 
 
 

MODE OF DELIVERY 
Through a mixture of teacher and student based activities, which will be enjoyable and motivating and 
encourage students to understand and assess their own progress. Activities will include games, songs 
and role-play using a variety of resources. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
Assessment will be every half term, based on the material covered in each half term. Over the course of 
the year all four skill areas will be assessed (listening, reading, speaking and writing). Assessment is 
through National Curriculum levels. 
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Language Experience  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
A course in basic Language and Culture including Foundation Level vocabulary and role-play 
as well as reading and listening skills. 
 
Students will study a range of languages from:- 
 

French 
German 
Spanish 
Italian 
Russian 
Chinese 

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Learning the language through topics related to the countries and their cultures. There is an 
emphasis on practical work - learning the language through games, songs, videos and          
role-play. Students have the opportunity to develop skills and research the culture through     
regular internet access. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students may be able to be entered for the Language Ladder certification. Students will get a 
national curriculum level for the language they have had most experience in. Assessment is   
on-going teacher within lessons. 
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Information & Communication Technology  

ICT in Years 7 and 8 is taught through a variety of subject areas across the curriculum.   
 
Students focus on the five key areas of the programme of study - ICT capability,                  
communication and collaboration, exploring ideas and manipulating information, impact of     
technology and critical evaluation. Students are given opportunities to find information, develop 
ideas, communicate these ideas and evaluate their work. Students develop important         
transferable ICT skills that can be used in a range of different contexts. 
 
ICT is mapped across the curriculum, so we can be sure that students experience all five       
important key areas. Students will get a National Curriculum level in ICT at the end of each 
year, Informed by ICT progress across a range of subjects.  
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Humanities:  Geography  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have one lesson of Geography a week. Each half year group is divided into five 
classes. Students are set according to their ability in English and Humanities subjects. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 7 Geography students will cover three units of work.  
 
Weather and Climate 
This unit looks at the difference between weather and climate, weather symbols, maps and 
forecasting, the water cycle, types of rainfall and different types of climate. Students will       
practice skills in drawing climate graphs and data interpretation. 
 
Ecosystems 
Students will investigate the different ecosystems that can be found around the world and think 
about how people and vegetation adapt to their environment. They will study rainforests,        
deserts and coniferous forests. 
 
Rivers 
Students will learn about the parts of a river, waterfalls and v-shaped valleys, and understand 
the consequences and causes of flooding in more and less economically developed countries. 
 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The lessons are made interesting by the use of a wide variety of teaching techniques. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students are assessed by end of module assessments giving them a National Curriculum level, 
as well as throughout the module by mini tests. 
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Humanities:  History  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have one lesson per week. Each half year group is divided into five classes.         
Students are set according to their ability in English and Humanities subjects. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
 
Native Americans (September - Christmas) 
 
Students investigate ólife in the plainsô examining the portrayal of Native Americans and learning 
about their lifestyle. Within this unit they will be taught the historical skills of chronology,          
empathy, cause and consequence and source analysis. 
 
Medieval Realms 1066 - 1500  (Christmas - Summer) 
 
Within this unit students will gain an understanding of the Norman invasion, castles, everyday, 
life in town and village and medieval medicine. 
 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Lessons are varied and cater for a range of learning styles - video, role-play, debates, source 
analysis, display work, group work, presentations. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Work is assessed through a series of assessments marked according to National Curriculum 
levels, as well as end of unit tests. Much of our work is focused on developing source analysis  
skills which are needed if the student should proceed on to GCSE history.  
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Humanities:  Citizenship  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All students have a one hour lesson of Citizenship per week for half a year, the other half of the 
year is spent studying Religious Education. Each half year group is divided into five classes. 
Students are set according to their ability in English and the Humanities.  
 
Citizenship will be taught through the competencies óOpening Mindsô programme from February 
half term. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students begin their citizenship studies with a focus on ñRules & Responsibilitiesò. They explore 
what it means to be a good or bad person and how we are responsible for our own  actions. 
Students will then explore how the ñMedia Influencesò what we think about the world and how it 
affects what we buy. 
 
Lastly students will focus on ñLocal Government and Communityò, looking at what services the 
local council provides, who pays for them, and what would happen if we were not getting these 
services. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The lessons are made stimulating by a wide range of techniques ï debates, paired work,              
enhanced group work, videos, worksheets, posters, role-plays and card sorts. Students are           
encouraged to voice their opinions and to reflects on other peopleôs views. Up-to-date                   
information is used from daily newspapers and students are encouraged to watch the news on 
a daily basis. In this way students stay in touch with current affairs and how this affects us.  

 
ASSESSMENT 
Citizenship is assessed on National Curriculum criteria. Students are assessed through      
presentations, project work, verbal contributions to lessons and on written work.  
 


