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Year 8 Curriculum  
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The school operates a one week timetable and the day comprises of five one hour lessons. 
The curriculum is divided as follows: 

In English, Humanities and Drama students are specifically helped to develop the following 
Competences: 
 

Competences for learning 
Competences for Citizenship 
Competences for relating to people 
Competences for managing situations 
Competences for managing information 

 
Students study Information & Communication Technology across all subject areas throughout 
the year. 

 

Subject Number of Lessons  
per week 

English 3 

Mathematics 4 

Science 3 

First Language 3 

Second Language 
 

2 
 

Core Humanities 3 

Humanities Extra 
(For students not studying a second language) 

2 

Music 1 

Drama 1 

Physical Education 2 

Art 1 

Design Technology 2 
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EQUIPMENT 
The school provides all the necessary textbooks, resource materials, equipment and stationery.  
However, we ask that all students equip themselves with: 
 

Pens 
Coloured pencils 
Compass 
Calculator 
Pencils and Ruler 
Protractor 
A sensible, stout, waterproof bag in which to put everything 
A dictionary, thesaurus, languages dictionary and an atlas are basic reference 

 sources and will obviously prove useful 
These items may be purchased from the School Shop, based in Student Services. 
A reading book must be carried at all times.  

 
PERSONAL PLANNER  
Also essential is a quiet place at home where students can study and complete homework.            
The Personal Planner will indicate homework set. The homework timetable is designed to be        
balanced with two or three subjects every evening of half an hour duration each, during their first 
year.  We ask parents to sign the planner each week, so that problems, if any, can immediately 
be identified. 
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English  
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have three lessons per week. Students are set according to their ability in English. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
During Year 8 students will undertake units of work in the following: 
 

Humorous Poetry 

Science Fiction Texts 

Soaps and Shakespeare 

Travel Writing 

Modern Drama - Fears and Frights 

Picture Books - for visual literacy and ebooks (students create their own ebook) 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Units of work vary in length, lasting between four and seven weeks. 
 
The majority of lessons will follow the four phase lesson outlined in the National Curriculum ï a 
lesson starter, a teacher centred section, then a student centred section and finally a plenary   
session to pull together the learning of the lesson.  
 
We regard private reading as being essential to help all aspects of learning and to promote  
pleasure in reading. The Learning Resource Centre is regularly visited and students should     
always have a reading book with them. They must keep a reading log. During the year some   
written work will be set based on private reading. 
 
The Library (LRC): 
In Year 8, the students have one lesson a fortnight in the LRC where in addition to changing 
reading books and spending some time reading, they are introduced to key skills that tie in with 
the units of work being studied in class. 
 
ASSESSMENT  
All work is assessed according to National Curriculum criteria. All written work and oral work is 
marked for each unit. The learning of all students will be monitored and assessed through the 
National APP (Assessing Pupil Progress) assessment framework. Students will be given an  
overall level once a term, based on National Curriculum levels. 
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Mathematics  
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have four lessons per week . Each half year group is divided into five classes.  Students are 
set according to their ability in Mathematics. 
  
RESOURCES 
Impact Maths Textbooks 
Springboard 7 
MyMaths - an ICT package 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 8 Maths students follow the national Numeracy Framework as laid down by the government. 
 
Target Levels 4 ï7  
Autumn term ï Integers, powers and roots; sequences; geometrical reasoning; lines, angles and shapes; 
probability algebra: equations, formulae, identity; fractions, decimals, percentages, ratios and proportion; 
measures and mensuration. The term is finished with an end of term test.  
Spring term ï Review/test/challenge: a recap of previous work; measures and mensuration; further 
measures and mensuration; graphs of functions; further graphs of functions; lines angles and shapes;   
further lines, angles and shapes; transformations; further transformations; review/test/challenge; algebra: 
equations, formulae and identities; further algebra.  
Summer term ï Reviewing algebra; probability; further probability; assessment preparation; statistics  
project.  
 
Target Levels 3-6 
Autumn term ï Co-ordinates; transformations; written methods; integers, powers and roots; equations, 
formulae and identities; place value, ordering and rounding; measures and mensuration; probability;      
mental methods and rapid recall of number facts; sequences and functions.  
Spring term ï Geometric reasoning: lines, angles and shapes; fractions, decimals, percentages, ratio and 
proportion; specifying and problem and planning; collecting data; processing and representing data;             
interpreting and discussing results; calculator methods; checking results. 
Summer term - Graphs of functions; construction; solving problems; assessment preparation; statistics 
project.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
All lessons follow an episodic standard numeracy lesson format: 
Starter ï usually a number activity ï a game or a challenge or a speed test etc. 
Main lesson content ï students will be clearly apprised of the intentions of the teacher through clear         
objectives and expected learning outcomes. 
Plenary ï usually a question and answer session or discussion to assess the success of the objectives.  
 
Homework is set twice a week but usually only one of these will be a written homework. The other will         
involve review of work covered or a learning activity related to mathematical vocabulary in line with the 
National Literacy Strategy.  
 
Part of the Mathematics course covers ICT skills by using spreadsheets and we will continue to use     
MYMaths, which is an interactive ICT package. We encourage the use of internet sites devoted to    
Mathematics. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students are regularly assessed through the IMPACT scheme and we run regular tests in line with whole 
school assessment procedures. There will also be occasions when students are assessed on AT1 
(problem solving), usually being asked to tackle a mathematical investigation. Assessment is on National 
Curriculum criteria. 
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Science  
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have three lessons per week. Each half year group is divided into five classes.    
Students are set according to their ability in Science. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 8 Science students follow on from their work covered in Year 7. They cover twelve    
topics divided equally between Biology, Chemistry and Physics. These are: 
 
1.  Food and digestion. 
2.  Respiration. 
3.  Microbes and disease. 
4.  Ecological relationships. 
5.  Atoms and elements. 
6.  Compounds and mixtures. 
7.  Rocks and weathering. 
8.  The rock cycle. 
9.  Heating and cooling. 
10.  Magnets and electromagnets. 
11.  Light. 
12.  Sound and hearing. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The Science course is very much a practical based course with differentiation built in                
throughout.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students cover six modules of work. At the end of each topic there is a formal assessment test      
and a National Curriculum level is awarded for that test. In addition each module contains at 
least one major exercise that can be awarded at National Curriculum level. The levels attained 
in these assessments are used to monitor the progress towards their eventual Key Stage 3 
level at the end of Year 9. 
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Languages - French  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Those students studying two languages will have five lessons per week. Those students     
studying one language will have three lessons per week. 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Six modules will be completed. They are:  

Louis Blériot 
G. Eiffel     (Places in town) 
Louis Pasteur   (Body and illness) 
Truffaut    (Film & TV) 
Thierry Henry   (Hobbies and sport) 
Amel   

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Dual Linguists: French work will be based around Expo 2 Rouge textbook and workbook. 
Each module of work will last for a half term. 
 
Single Linguists: French work will be based around Expo 2 Vert textbook and workbook. Each 
module of work will last for a half term. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
An end of unit assessment, which tests a combination of speaking, listening, reading and           
writing skills, completes each module.  Assessment is on National Curriculum criteria. 
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Languages - German  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Those students studying two languages will have five lessons per week. Those students     
studying one language will have three lessons per week. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students follow six units of work, each one lasting for half a term. The modules are: 
 

Die Ferien  (Holidays) 
Einkaufen & Essen (Shopping & Food) 
Nach der Schule  (After School) 
Gesundheit  (Health) 
Wir gehen aus (Letôs Go Out) 
Austausch (Exchange) 

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
German studies continue from Year 7. Students will take part in a range of activities to develop 
their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills. 
 
Dual Linguists: German work will use Echo 2 Workbook B, Single Linguists Echo 2  Workbook 
A. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
At the end of each module of work there is a formal assessment based around National        
Curriculum levels in speaking, listening, reading and writing. 
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Languages - Italian  
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Italian is offered as a second language. Italian classes have two lessons per week. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 8, students develop their skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing via the              
following topic areas: 
 

Daily routine  
Describing people 

Giving and justifying opinions 

School/Education 

Holidays 

 
Students have the opportunity to examine cultural differences between Italy and other countries 
when studying the above topics.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
There is no set textbook. There is an emphasis on practical work ï learning the language 
through games, songs, video and role-play. Students have the opportunity to develop their skills 
and research the culture through regular internet access. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
There are weekly vocabulary tests and one written homework. At the end of each unit there is a 
formal assessment on the work covered during the half-term. National Curriculum levels form 
the main criteria for assessment in Key Stage Three. Structure and grammar are an integral 
part of the course to support the topic areas being taught.  
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Languages - Spanish  

COURSE CONTENT 
Students study six units of work over the year, consolidating and building on the language skills 
that they have previously acquired. They will develop skills in reading, listening, speaking and 
writing. Students will also look at aspects of Hispanic culture throughout the course. 
 
The six units are: 
1. Nos presentamos  Introducing and describing yourself and others 
     Saying what you need and asking for things 
     Buying gifts and writing thank you letters 
 
2. La comida   Describing what you eat 
     Likes and dislikes, comparing meals in Spain and the UK 
     At the market 
     Buying food and drink in a shop 
     Ordering drinks and snacks 
     Healthy eating 
     Numbers 
 
3. De compras   Describing what clothes you like and what suits you 
     Buying clothes 
     Describing what you are going to wear 
     School uniform 
     Types of shops 
 
4. El turismo   Describing destinations 
     Talking about where you go and what you do on holiday 
     Saying where you went on holiday 
     Describing what you and others did on holiday 
 
5. ¡Diviértete!   Arranging to go out 
     Talking about films 
     Going to the cinema 
     Describing events in the present and the past 
 
6. La salud   Saying whatôs wrong 
     Saying you are feeling unwell 
     At the chemist 
     Healthy lifestyles 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Through a mixture of teacher and student based activities, which will be enjoyable, motivating 
and will encourage students to understand and assess their own progress. Activities will include 
games, songs and role play using a variety of resources. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessments will be every half term, based on the material covered in each half term. Over the 
course of the year all four skill areas will be assessed (listening, reading, speaking and writing), 
based on National Curriculum criteria. 
 



ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
A course in basic language and culture including Foundation Level vocabulary and role-play as 
well as reading and listening skills. 
 
Students will study a range of Languages from:- 
 

French 
German 
Spanish 
Italian 
Russian 
Chinese 

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Learning the language through topics related to the countries and their cultures.  There is an 
emphasis on practical work - learning the language through games, songs, videos and         
role-play. Students have the opportunity to develop skills and research the culture through  
regular internet access. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
Students may be able to be entered for the Language Ladder certification. Assessment will be 
based on National Curriculum criteria centred on the language students have had the most   
experience of. Teacher ongoing assessment in class will take place. 
 

Language Experience  

10
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Information & Communication Technology  

ICT in Years 7 and 8 is taught through a variety of subject areas across the curriculum.   
 
Students focus on the five key areas of the programme of study - ICT Capability,                  
communication and collaboration, exploring ideas and manipulating information, impact of   
technology and critical evaluation. Students are given opportunities to find information, develop 
ideas, communicate these ideas and evaluate their work.  Students develop important       
transferable ICT skills that can be used in a range of different contexts. 
 
ICT is mapped across the curriculum, so we can be sure that students experience all five       
important key areas. Students will get a National Curriculum level in ICT at the end of each 
year, informed by ICT progress across a range of subjects. 
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Humanities:  Geography  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have one lesson of Geography a week. Each half year group is divided into five 
classes. Students are set according to their ability in English and Humanities. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 8 students will cover three units of work. 
 
Energy 
Students will be studying differences between renewable and non-renewable sources of          
energy. They will also look at issues surrounding global warming and climate change. 
 
Waste and Water 
Students will look at issues surrounding the quantity of waste that we create, what can be done, 
what is being done with it and how this impacts on our world. This links in with the study of      
water supply in more and less economically developed countries. 
 
Development 
Students will be thinking about what it means to be well off, and identifying the characteristics of 
MEDCs and LEDCs. They will look at the different aspects of trade and identify stereotypes in 
terms of images about places. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The lessons are made interesting by the use of a wide variety of teaching techniques. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students are assessed by end of module assessments giving them a National Curriculum level, 
as well as throughout the module by mini tests.  
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Humanities:  History  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have one lesson per week. Each half year group is divided into five classes.          
Students are set according to their ability in English and Humanities subjects. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Each unit lasts for a term and will give students an opportunity to study aspects of History in 
depth. 
 
The Tudors - Their use of portraits as propaganda and the ability of Elizabeth I to retain power. 
 
The Sinking of the Titanic - An in depth study which encourages students to analyse causes 
and consequences of events and also the subsequent interpretations of major events. 
 
Slavery - The development of slavery, the trade triangle, life on the plantations and slave            
rebellions. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Lessons are varied and cater for a range of learning styles - video, role-play, debates, source 
analysis, display work, group work and presentations. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Work is assessed through a series of assessments marked according to National Curriculum 
levels, as well as end of unit tests. Much of our work is focussed on developing source analysis 
skills which are needed if the student should proceed on to GCSE History.  
 
 
 


