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Year 9 Curriculum  

1 

The school operates a one week timetable and the day comprises of five one hour lessons. 
The curriculum is divided as follows: 

 

Subject Number of lessons per 
week 

English 4 

Mathematics 4 

Science 3 

Languages 3 

Citizenship and RE 1 

Art (Core) 1 

Physical Education 2 

Option A 2 

Option B 2 

Option C 2 



Year 9 Curriculum ( continued)  

2 

EQUIPMENT 
The school provides all the necessary textbooks, resource materials and stationery. However, we 
ask that all students equip themselves with: 
 

Pens 
Coloured pencils 
Compass 
Calculator 
Pencils and Ruler 
Protractor 
A sensible, stout, waterproof bag in which to put everything 
A dictionary, thesaurus, languages dictionary and an atlas are basic reference 

 sources and will obviously prove useful 
These items may be purchased from the School Shop, based in Student Services 
A reading book must be carried at all times 

 
PERSONAL PLANNER  
Also essential is a quiet place at home where students can study and complete homework.     
The Personal Planner will indicate homework set. The homework timetable is designed to be    
balanced with two or three subjects every evening of at least half an hour duration each, during 
Year 9. We ask parents to sign the planner each week, so that problems, if any, can immediately 
be identified. 
 
.  
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English  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have four lessons per week. Each half year group has five classes. Students are set 
according to their ability in English. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
During Year 9 students will undertake units of work in the following: 
 

Group reading 

Shakespeare 

Protest and celebration poetry 

Whatôs in the news 

Dracula 

Magazines 

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Units of work vary in length from two weeks to seven weeks. As we now run a two year KS3 and 
a three year KS4, this years English work will be very much geared towards GCSE preparatory 
work. 
 
Work is based on both the National Curriculum Orders for English and the English Framework. 
 
The majority of lessons will continue the pattern experienced by the students in Years 7 & 8 ï a 
lesson starter, a teacher section, then a student centred section and a plenary session to pull       
together the learning of the lesson.  
 
We regard private reading as being essential to help all aspects of learning and to promote      
pleasure in reading. The Learning Resource Centre is regularly visited and students should      
always have a reading book with them and preferably keep a reading log. During the year some 
written work will be set based on private reading.  
 
ASSESSMENT  
All work is assessed according to National Curriculum criteria. All written work and oral work is 
marked for each unit. The learning of all students in Year 9 will be monitored through the national 
APP (Assessing Pupil Progress) system. This will mean that students build a portfolio of work 
which reflects their understanding and skills in different areas. Students will be awarded an   
overall level once a term. Students will be assessed on their reading, writing and speaking and  
listening skills.  
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Mathematics  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have four lessons per week. Each half year group is divided into five classes. Students are set  

according to their ability in mathematics. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
During Year 9 students will undertake units of work in the following: 
 
9R SCHEME (TARGET LEVELS 6-8) 
TERM ONE: Review of four operations: place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division; using negative 
numbers; approximation and significant figures; fractions, decimals and percentages; ratio and proportion; review/
test/challenge; integers, powers and roots; knowing your calculator; solving equations by trial and error; AT1 activity; 
sequences and functions; coordinates and constructions; Christmas constructions.  
TERM TWO: Review/test/challenge; measures and mensuration; graphs of functions; lines, angles and shapes; 
transformations; review/test/challenge; algebra: equations, formulae, identities.  
TERM THREE: Probability; SATs preparation; SATs; questionnaires; data handling; statistics project; review alge-
bra; AT1 task; use of spreadsheets; challenging problems via display work.  
 
9B SCHEME (TARGET LEVELS 5-6) 
TERM ONE: Review of four operations: place value, addition, subtraction, multiplication and division; using negative 
numbers; approximation and significant figures; fractions, decimals and percentages; ratio and proportion; review/
test/challenge; types of number; integers, powers and roots; knowing your calculator; solving equations by trial and 
error; sequences and functions; AT1 activity; coordinates and constructions; Christmas constructions.  
TERM TWO: Measures and mensuration; graphs of functions; lines, angles and shapes; shapes and drawing;     
transformations; review/test/challenge.  
TERM THREE: Algebra: equations, formulae and identities; Probability; SATs preparation; SATs; questionnaires; 
data handling; statistics project; review algebra; AT1 task; use of spreadsheets; challenging problems via display 
work.  
 
9G SCHEME (TARGET LEVELS 3-5) 
TERM ONE: Place Value 1; place Value 2; negative numbers; angles; triangles; constructions; integers; calculations; 
graphs; co-ordinates; algebra; metric and imperial; investigation 1.  
TERM TWO: Fractions; percentages; ratio; geometry 2-D and 3-D; calculator; transformations; scales; perimeter; 
area; probability. 
TERM THREE: SATs; algebra; time; handling data; investigation; numeracy; quadrilaterals; circles; graphs; survey; 
mode and mean; graphs.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
All lessons follow an episodic standard numeracy lesson format: 
Starter ï usually a number activity ï a game or a challenge or a speed test etc. 
Main lesson content ï students will be clearly apprised of the intentions of the teacher through clear objectives and 
expected learning outcomes. 
Plenary ï usually a question and answer session or discussion to assess the success of the objectives.  
 
Homework is set twice a fortnight but usually only one of these will be a written homework. The other will involve  
review of work covered or a learning activity related to mathematical vocabulary in line with the National Literacy 
Strategy.  
 
Year 9 study is differentiated across the three schemes. We also have a large variety of mathematics resources      
including SMILE, other textbooks, worksheets, visual aids and computer resources.  
 
Part of the Mathematics course covers ICT skills by using spreadsheets and we will continue to use MyMaths, which 
is an interactive ICT package. We encourage the use of Internet sites devoted to mathematics.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students are regularly assessed; we run tests in line with whole school assessment procedures directly related to the 
numeracy strategy directives and there will also be occasions when students are assessed on AT1 (problem       
solving). This usually takes the form of a mathematical investigation.  
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Science  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 

All classes have three lessons per week. Each half year group is divided into five classes.  
Students are set according to their ability in Science. 
 

COURSE CONTENT 

During Year 9 students will complete the final 12 topics that are central to KS3 under the       
National  Curriculum. These topics are: 

 

Inheritance and selection 
Fit and healthy 
Plants and photosynthesis 
Plants for food 
Reactions of metals and metal compounds 
Patterns of reactivity 
Environmental chemistry 
Using chemistry 
Energy and electricity 
Quantity and space 
Speeding up 
Pressure and moments 

 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The Science course is very much practical based with differentiation built in throughout. 
 
ASSESSMENT. 
Students will complete a range of practical and written activities to allow us to accurately assess 
their level of attainment at KS3, based on National Curriculum criteria. 



6 

Citizenship  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All students have a one hour lesson of Citizen per week for half a year, the other half of the 
year is spent studying Religious Education. Each half year group is divided into five classes. 
Students are set according to their ability in English and Humanities. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
 
ñHow the Law Protects Meò 
 
We establish why it is necessary to have rules and laws. We examine the causes and effects of 
youth crime through figures on youth crime, fictionalised characters who break the law, are 
caught by the police, sent to court and face conviction and an appropriate sentence. 
 
ñHuman Rights in Britain & Around the Worldò 
 
We explore how human rights have developed over the last 800 years before focusing on the 
ñRights of the Childò. We then establish what is right & wrong and explore the issues of        
stereotyping, racism, refugee status, freedom of expression & opinion and womenôs rights. We 
consider the UN Convention on the rights of the child. We look at what is important in terms of 
human rights and how childrenôs rights can be violated.  
 
These topics provide a good grounding for the GCSE short course in Key Stage Four.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The lessons are brought to life by a wide range of teaching techniques. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Citizenship is assessed on National Curriculum criteria. Students are assessed through       
presentations, project work, verbal contributions to lessons and on written work.  
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Religious Education  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
One lesson per week from September to February half term. The other half of the year is spent 
studying Citizenship. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
 

Ultimate questions : students will look at how people answer questions with no definite  
 answers like what happens when we die? 

Evil and suffering: students explore why evil and suffering occur and why it is allowed to 
happen. 

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
There are a range of activities used in the teaching of RE, including role-play, sorting activities, 
group work, discussions, film, ICT projects, worksheets and display work. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students will complete assessment work as part of the units of work, based on National          
Curriculum criteria. 
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French  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have three lessons per week of core French. French can also be studied as a sec-
ond language in the options for two lessons per week. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
For dual linguists, the course is based around Expo 3 Rouge textbook and workbook. For single 
linguists, the course is based around Expo 3 Vert textbook and workbook.  
 
There are six modules of work, each lasting for half a term. They are: 
 

La C¹te dôAzur     (Holidays) 
Les Choristes   (School) 
Futurscope   (Future places) 
Le Galleries Lafayette  (Shopping) 
Quand jôetais petit  (When I was youngeré.) 
Mon environment  (Environment project) 

 
ASSESSMENT 
At the end of each module of work students will be assessed in listening, speaking, reading and 
writing skills, based around National Curriculum levels.  
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German  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have three lessons per week of core German. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Faster groups will use Echo 3 red textbook, other groups will use Echo 3 green textbook. 
 
The topics studied by all students includes:- 
 

Die Medien   Media 
Coole Schule   Cool School 
Die Zukunft   The Future 
Meine Welt, Deine Welt My World, Your World 
Leute Heute   People Today 
Projekt Deutschland  Project Germany 

 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Students will take part in a range of activities to develop their speaking, listening, reading and 
writing skills. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
At the end of each module of work there is a formal assessment based around National       
Curriculum levels in speaking, listening, reading and writing. 
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Languages - Spanish  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have three lessons per week of core Spanish. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students study five units of work over the year, consolidating and building on the language skills 
that they have previously acquired. They will develop skills in reading, listening, speaking and 
writing. Unit three also includes an extended tourism project. In addition, students will look at   
aspects of Hispanic culture throughout the course. 
 
The five units are: 
 
1. Me presento   Describing yourself and others in more detail 
     Talking about your town/area 
     Describing your house 
 
2. En el cole   School subjects and giving options 
     The time 
     Describing your school 
     Describing what you do at school 
     Daily routine 
 
3. De vacaciones  Countries, travel and transport 
     The weather 
     Types of food, local dishes and ordering in a restaurant 
     Talking about a past holiday 
     Spanish tourism project 
 
4. De compras   Revising food, drink and clothing 
     Types of shops and products you buy from them 
     Buying food 
     Trying on and buying clothes 
     Returning items to shops 
 
5. De juerga   Talking about your free time 
     Arranging to go out 
     Describing people 
     Describing and giving opinions about films and TV programmes 
     Describing a day out in the past 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Through a mixture of teacher and student based activities, which will be enjoyable, motivating 
and will encourage students to understand and assess their own progress. Activities will include 
games, songs and role play using a variety of resources. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessments will be every half term, based on the material covered in each half term. Over the 
course of the year all four skill areas will be assessed (listening, reading, speaking and writing). 
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Language Experience  
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
A course in basic language and culture including Foundation Level vocabulary and role-play as 
well as reading and listening skills. Students will have three lessons of Language Experience 
per week. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students will study a range of languages from:- 
 

French 
German 
Spanish 
Italian 
Russian 
Chinese 

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Learning the language through topics related to the countries and their cultures. There is an 
emphasis on practical work - learning the language through games, songs, videos and role 
play. Students have the opportunity to develop skills and research the culture through regular 
internet access. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
Students may be able to be entered for the Language Ladder certification. Internal assessment 
based on National Curriculum criteria is ongoing from class work and homework. 
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Art (Core)  
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
The Core year 9 pupilôs will have one hour long lesson of art per week. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
The course is about learning to express yourself more efficiently through visual means. In a    
visual and media orientated world we will provide students with the opportunities to              
communicate in direct and powerful no verbal ways. Pupils will learn to use and select primary 
and secondary source materials, record their observations experiences and ideas. They will   
respond visually to artists and other cultures and be able to analyse and evaluate their own 
work and that of others demonstrating an understanding of context. Pupils will visually explore 
and develop different ideas, media and processes and learn to further modify and refine their 
work before creating a final piece. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Nearly all the lessons will have a practical task included in them. Pupils will draw and paint but 
will also explore ideas using lots of different techniques including: printing, collage, sculpture, 
multimedia, drawing and painting to name but a few. There will also be some theory based 
tasks. In these lessons students will look at the work of different artists and learn how to discuss 
their work and how they can use some of these ideas to help develop their own ideas. The 
Course is split into three units, each unit will take one term to complete and for each unit the 
pupils will complete a final piece relating to the work they have produced in their sketchbook. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
The Core Art course is assessed against the National Curriculum Level descriptions which 
range from level four to seven, with an extra level for outstanding performance. Pupils will be 
made aware of the different levels as part of there learning and will be given a pupils friendly 
version of the different aspects needed to obtain each level. Attainment of a national curriculum 
level will be judged against a collection of work rather than one individual piece.  
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Information & Communication Technology (Core)  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All students in Year 9 study ICT and have one lesson a week. They follow the OCR National 
Level 2 programme, which will culminate in students achieving a GCSE equivalent qualification. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Throughout this year pupils will focus on the first unit of the OCR National in ICT, Unit 1 - Skills 
for Business. Within this unit the pupils will be focussing on skills like: 
 

Good working practices, including the organisation of files using appropriate file and  
 directory/folder names and the regular backing up of files 

Features of email software 
Methods of searching for information  
The appropriate software to use for different tasks - i.e. MS Office packages 
Methods of storing, retrieving and analysing data 

 
MODE OF DELIVERY / ASSESSMENT 
The course is assessed through a portfolio of tasks that are practically based. Students will use 
ICT in a range of differing contexts in order to create a range of documents and products.      
Students can work towards different criteria achieving a Pass, Merit or Distinction. A pass grade 
has the equivalence of a C grade at GCSE, a Merit grade has the equivalence of a B grade at 
GCSE and a Distinction has the equivalence of an A Grade at GCSE .  
 
Students will complete two units in the first instance, which equates to one GCSE  but will also 
have the opportunity to complete subsequent units and achieve additional GCSE passes 
equivalent to double award GCSE. 


