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Pupil Catch-Up Premium  

The Pupil Catch-Up Premium is additional funding provided by the government, aimed at Year 7 students who 

have not reached a level 4 in either Reading and/ or Mathematics by the end of Year 6 in primary school. The 

purpose of the funding is to provide targeted support for these students, to enable them to catch up and reach at 

least a level 4 by the end of Year 7.  

At Lord Grey School we rigorously track the progress of each student. The additional funding enables us to 

provide small group tuition and individual support delivered by specially trained staff. These Literacy and 

Numeracy Tutors work closely with the English and Mathematics Faculties to ensure that the lessons 

complement the main curriculum, but also focus on the specific additional needs of the child, revisiting and 

improving any areas of the primary curriculum. Intervention at this early stage of secondary schooling is designed 

to ensure that students are therefore able to progress confidently to GCSE.  

Our school data shows that progress for many of these students is rapid but we are keen to ensure that these 

achievements are sustained. Therefore, as a school, we also provide a separately funded Year 8 Pupil Catch-up 

Premium programme to ensure that this additional support is available,, where necessary, throughout Year 8. 

In 2014-2015 Lord Grey School received £29,000 in additional funding to support 58 students in Year 7. This was 

spent on additional staffing, resources and the development of new teaching facilities – bespoke literacy and 

numeracy rooms based within the English and Mathematics Faculties. Further support was provided by 

purchasing computers and other electronic resources such as iPads, to engage students further and personalise 

their learning.  

Students are allocated one or two lessons per week, depending on need, and taught in small groups which are 

determined by their sub level from 2C to 3A. They are supported this way until the Literacy or Numeracy Tutor is 

sure that a level 4 has been reached but is also secure. Some students who reach a level 4C by Christmas which 

is not felt to be secure continue to be supported until they are consistently achieving a 4B. Once the level 4 is 

secure the support is withdrawn but the student is monitored until the end of Year 8 and the supported is 

reinstated as necessary.  Where a student is found to have a need which falls within the remit of the Inclusive 

Learning Faculty, an appropriate referral is made. Parents are consulted, kept informed of progress, and able to 

discuss their child’s progress with the Literacy Tutor or Numeracy Tutor at parents’ evenings. 

Students are tested half termly using the NFER National Group Reading Test in English and the MALT test in 

Mathematics which provide not only sub levels but diagnostic information to guide the Literacy or Numeracy 

Tutor’s planning. This information is shared with the child’s other teachers to ensure that there is a close focus on 

the individual needs of that child in the mainstream lessons.  

Nationally, in the summer of 2014, 11% of Year 6 into 7 students were below a level 4 in reading and 14% were 

below a level 4 in Mathematics.  In the Lord Grey intake for 2013/14 38 students (16% of year group)) entered 

the school below a level 4 in Mathematics.  Of these students 13 (34%) reached a level 4 by the end of the 

school year. It should be noted that all the students who did not reach level 4 made varying sub levels of 

progress. For example one student made 4 sub levels of progress from a 2b to a 3a. In reading 31 students (13% 

of year group) were below a level 4. By the end of the summer term 19 students (61%) had reached a level 4. 

Again, students who did not reach a level 4 made varying sub levels of progress.  


