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Year 7 Curriculum 
 

The school operates a one week timetable and the day comprises of five one hour lessons. The 
curriculum is divided as follows: 
 

Subject Number of lessons  
per week 

English 4 

Mathematics 4 

Science 3 

Language:  German or French 2 

Humanities:  History and  Geography 2 

Humanities: Religious Studies  1 

Music 1 

Drama 1 

Physical Education 2 

Creative Technologies: Art 1 

Creative Technologies: Design Technology  2 

Computing 1 

Personal, Health, Social and Economic Education 1 

 
 



Year 7 Curriculum (Continued)
 

EQUIPMENT 
The school provides all the necessary textbooks, resource materials, equipment and stationery.  
However, we ask that all students equip themselves with an A4 sized bag, plus: 

 
 Pens 
 Purple pen to respond to teacher’s marking 
 Coloured pencils 
 Compass 
 Calculator 
 Pencils and Ruler 
 Protractor 
 A dictionary, thesaurus and an atlas are basic reference sources and will obviously     

     prove useful 
 Language dictionary 
 A sensible, stout, waterproof bag in which to put everything. 
 The Lord Grey Pencil Case, for just £1.00, available at Student Services, has the 

minimum equipment for lessons.  
 
PERSONAL PLANNER  
The Personal Planner will indicate homework set. The homework timetable is designed to be        
balanced with two or three subjects every evening of about half an hour duration each, during 
their first year. We ask parents to sign the planner each week, so that problems, if any, can be 
identified immediately. (It is essential to have a quiet place at home where students can study 
and complete homework). The Campus Card must be carried at all times.            
 
ELECTRONIC LEARNING 
It is vital that Year 7 know, and use, their password for their P number, email and Moodle (our 
VLE). In addition students might use Insight, alongside parents, to reinforce the homework tasks 
written in the Planner.  
 
In English, students are specifically helped to develop the following “competencies”: 
 
 Competencies for learning 
 Competencies for citizenship 
 Competencies for relating to people 
 Competencies for managing situations 
 Competencies for managing information. 
 
 
 
 



 

English 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have four lessons per week which are centred on themes and developing specific English 
skills. There is an emphasis on developing grammar usage and confidence.  X and Y are the two halves of 
the year group. There is a top set and a bottom set in each half of the year (group 1 and group 3).  The 
remaining students in each half of the year are split into three mixed ability groups (2A, 2B and 2C). 
 
All classes centre around developing knowledge and understanding of important areas of the English 
curriculum such as non fiction or poetry. Students develop generic English skills in reading, writing, 
speaking and listening. In addition, there is also a focus on developing competencies in effective group 
participation, work organisation and presentation, and independent research. 
 
The curriculum for 2016-2017 has the personalisation, inclusion and Every Child Matters agendas at 
heart, and so, with our new units of work we hope to achieve a wholly 
inclusive curriculum in English through which our students can enjoy and 
achieve. 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
Autumn 1: New Beginnings – DRAMA 
Autumn 2 : New Beginnings - POETRY and 19th Century extracts  
Spring 1: Changes - WRITING SKILLS  
Spring 2 : Changes - PROSE  
Summer 1: Happy Endings - SHAKESPEARE 
Summer 2 : Happy Endings – CHARACTER WRITING 
Grammar skills will be taught throughout. 
 
The Library (LRC): 
In Year 7, the students have one lesson a fortnight in the LRC where, in addition to changing reading 
books and spending some time reading, they are introduced to key skills that tie in with the units of 
work being studied in class. Students also use this time to follow the Accelerated Reader programme. 
  
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Work is based on both the National Curriculum Orders for English and the threshold concepts that under 
pin English.  The majority of lessons will follow the four phase lesson concept  – a lesson starter, a 
teacher centred section, and then a student centred section and a plenary to pull together the learning 
of the lesson.  
 
We regard private reading as being essential to help all aspects of learning and to promote pleasure in 
reading. The Learning Resource Centre is regularly visited and students should always have a reading 
book with them. They must keep a reading log. During the year some written work will be set based on 
private reading. 
 
ASSESSMENT  
The learning of all students will be monitored and assessed through the Lord Grey English pathways, 
which prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 grading system.  



Mathematics 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have four lessons per week.  X and Y are the two halves of the year group. There is a 
top set and a bottom set in each half of the year (group 1 and group 3).  The remaining students 
in each half of the year are split into three mixed ability groups (2A, 2B and 2C).  All lessons are 
differentiated and there is also additional help on offer through the Numeracy Base. 
 

COURSE CONTENT 
All resources are differentiated. The resources include: 
Maths Links textbooks 
Maths Links homework books (differentiated) 
Springboard 7 
MyMaths - an ICT package 
SAM Learning – a revision website 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Using and Applying Number 1 Using and Applying Number 2 Probability 
Fractions, Decimals and Percentages 
1 

Co-ordinates and Straight Line Graphs Fractions, Decimals and Percentages 
3 

Sequences Lines, Angles and Construction Straight Line Graphs 2 
Area and Perimeter Fractions, Decimals and Percentages 2 Transformations 
Collecting, Analysing and 
Interpreting Data 

Ratio  

Expressions, Equations and 
Formulae 1 

  

 

MODE OF DELIVERY 
All lessons follow an episodic format: 

 Starter 
Usually a number activity – a game or a challenge or a mini test, etc. 

 Main lesson content 
Students will be clearly apprised of the intentions of the teacher through clear 
objectives and expected learning outcomes. 

 Plenary 
Usually a question and answer session or discussion to assess the success of the 
objectives.  

Homework is set weekly and could be written homework, a learning homework, research 
homework or an online homework using MyMaths. 
 

ASSESSMENT 
Students are regularly assessed in line with whole school assessment procedures during 
lessons. Assessment is shown in Maths Pathway levels.  Students will sit an end of year exam in 
the Sports Hall to familiarise themselves with the experience of terminal exams. The Lord Grey  
pathways prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 grading system. 
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Science
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have three lessons per week.  X and Y are the two halves of the year group. There is a 
top set and a bottom set in each half of the year (group 1 and group 3).  The remaining students 
in each half of the year are split into three mixed ability groups (2A, 2B and 2C). 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
The KS3 course is a two year course allowing us to start the GCSE course in Year 9.  It is loosely 
based on a commercially produced two year course called Go Science, but supplemented from 
a large variety of other materials to provide engaging lessons.  
Topics covered: 
 Lab Skills Lab rules and safety issues 
   Identification and use of lab equipment 
   Graph skills 

Biology      Cells, Tissues and Organs/ Microbes 
Reproduction/ Skeleton and Muscles 
Classification/ Plant Reproduction/ Food Webs/ Photosynthesis 

Chemistry  States of Matter 
  Solutions 
  Acids and Alkalis 
Physics      Forces 

                     Electricity and Magnetism  
Space 

For Year 7, these topics are divided into approximately 10 lesson units, depending on the term 
length. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The Science course is designed to develop independent scientific learners – this is a structured 
course that develops thinking, practical and analytical skills, with the emphasis on experimental 
work wherever possible.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
 Thinking  
scientifically 
    

 Understanding 
applications and 
implications of Science 

Communicating and 
collaborating in  
Science 

 Using investigative  
approaches 
  

Working  
critically with  
evidence 

 
Students cover 10 modules of work. During the first half term the students will sit a KS2 SATs 
test and will be given an old style National Curriculum level (internally).  This is to assess their 
knowledge and to allow us to adjust the modules to cover any missing topics.  At the end of 
each KS3 topic there is a formal assessment test and a Pathway level is awarded for that test. In 
addition, each module contains at least one major exercise that can be awarded a Pathway 
level. The levels attained in these assessments are used to monitor the progress towards their 
eventual Key Stage 3 Pathway score. The Lord Grey pathways prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 
grading system.  
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Languages: German 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students studying German will have two lessons per week. X and Y are the two halves of the 
year group. There is a top set and a bottom set in each half of the year (group 1 and group 3).  
The remaining students in each half of the year are split into three mixed ability groups (2A, 2B 
and 2C).   
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 7 German, students will study six units and will commence or consolidate their learning 
on the following topics. 
 

 Hallo – the basics 

 Die Schule  - school 

 Familie und Freunde – family and  friends 

 Freizeit – free time 

 Mein Zuhause – life at home 

 In der Stadt – in town 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Students will take part in a range of activities to develop their speaking, listening, reading and 
writing skills.  Students will look at the culture of German-speaking countries where 
appropriate. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
At the end of each module of work there is a formal assessment in at least two of the following 
skills: Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. Pathway grades will be awarded. The Lord Grey 
pathways prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 grading system.  
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Languages: French 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students studying French will have two lessons per week. X and Y are the two halves of the year 
group. There is a top set and a bottom set in each half of the year (group 1 and group 3).  The 
remaining students in each half of the year are split into three mixed ability groups (2A, 2B and 
2C).   
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 7 French, students will study six units and will commence or consolidate their learning 
on the following topics. 
 

 Personal Information 

 School 

 Hobbies 

 Where you live 

 Getting ready for holidays 

 Art and Culture 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Students will take part in a range of activities to develop their speaking, listening, reading and 
writing skills.  Students will look at the culture of French-speaking countries where appropriate. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
At the end of each module of work there is a formal assessment in at least two of the following 
skills: Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. Pathway grades will be awarded. The Lord Grey 
pathways prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 grading system.  
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?hl=en&biw=1440&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=GSS48l-sn8FguM:&imgrefurl=http://www.xboxplayers.com/gamescom-2013-announces-france-as-partner-country/&docid=4Sucu3X3zLbF0M&imgurl=http://www.xboxplayers.com/WORDPRESS/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/france_map_flag.png&w=800&h=640&ei=bRA3UrtxhLCEB_-wgYAN&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:28,s:0,i:183&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=167&tbnw=209&start=17&ndsp=30&tx=120&ty=75
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Computing 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All students in Year 7 study Computing and have a one hour lesson per week. X and Y are the two halves 
of the year group. There is a top set and a bottom set in each half of the year (group 1 and group 3).  The 
remaining students in each half of the year are split into three mixed ability groups (2A, 2B and 2C).   
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students will be following the new computing programme of study and will study 5 units of work during 
the academic year.  Students will be given opportunities to develop their independent work, build on 
peer learning partnerships, develop ideas into practical elements and self evaluate their work. This will 
enable students to develop important transferable computing skills that can be used in a range of 
different contexts. 
  
Manipulating Media – Students will create a digital poster for an awareness campaign.  They will be 
given a choice of relevant scenarios that are current issues in the local community.  Students will create 
the digital poster using a range of different software to manipulate existing video, sound and images. 
 
Programming Theory – Students will investigate a range of programming theory in a session of stand-
alone lessons.  Students will be learning about Boolean, Variables, If Else statements and Control during 
these lessons.  Students will engage with a range of tasks both on computer and off computer to learn 
the theory and see it in action. 
 
Animation – Students will create an animation. The software used will be Microsoft PowerPoint.  
Students will be given a choice of stories from the computational fairy tales book.  They will then turn 
the written stories into animations to build upon their understanding of programming theory.  During 
this unit students will learn a wide range of animation techniques whilst beginning to gain 
understanding of computational theory from the stories used. 
 
Historical ICT – Students will investigate a range of themes during this short unit.  The themes include 
History of Computers, History of the Internet and the History of Games.  Student will be given one of 
these themes to thoroughly investigate.  They will compile the information found before presenting 
their findings back to the class. 
 
Scratch – Students will begin applying the theory and practical sessions they have experienced so far 
into full application using the Scratch software.  Students will begin to learn and understand how to 
compile commands and code into a range of different games.  Games made during this unit include, 
bouncing ball, Pong and a Maze game.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY / ASSESSMENT 
Students will be assessed through methods including through formative and summative assessment. 
This will include specific tasks, verbal communications, peer and self-assessment and written 
evaluations. Lessons will include a variety of learning styles and varied teaching styles. Students are 
assessed using levels in line with Lord Grey pathways. Pathway grades will be awarded. The Lord Grey 
pathways prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 grading system.  
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Humanities: Geography 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students studying Geography within Humanities will have one lesson a week over the whole 
school year. X and Y are the two halves of the year group. There is a top set and a bottom set in 
each half of the year (group 1 and group 3).  The remaining students in each half of the year are 
split into three mixed ability groups (2A, 2B and 2C). 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Rainforests and Resources 
Students will learn about the rainforest of Borneo.  There is a focus on studying the natural 
environment and learning about the people that live there, as well as looking at future threats 
to the forest. 
 
Rivers and Flooding 
Students will learn about the parts of a river, waterfalls and V-shaped valleys. They will look at 
flooding in more and less economically developed countries. 
 
Cold Environments 
Students will learn about how ice has shaped our landscape, and how our planet has changed 
since the last Ice Age. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The lessons are made interesting by the use of a wide variety of teaching techniques. They are 
varied and cater for a range of learning styles; video, role-play, debates, display work, group 
work and presentations are all used to support and help deliver teaching. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students are assessed by end of module assessments giving them a Pathway level, as well as 
throughout the modules by mini tests. Pathway grades will be awarded. The Lord Grey 
pathways prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 grading system. 
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Humanities: History 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 

All classes have one lesson per week of History. X and Y are the two halves of the year group. 
There is a top set and a bottom set in each half of the year (group 1 and group 3).  The 
remaining students in each half of the year are split into three mixed ability groups (2A, 2B and 
2C). 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Across the year, three History topics will be covered.  Within each topic, students will be taught 
the historical skills of chronology, empathy, cause and consequence and source analysis. 
 
Medieval Realms 1066-1500 
Students will gain an understanding of the Norman invasion, how to attack and defend castles, 
medieval medicine and life in medieval towns.  Their assessment will focus on the plague and 
its long term implications on society and the economy. 
 
Native Americans 1780-1870 
This unit will give students the opportunity to look at an alternative culture in the wider world.  
Students investigate ‘life on the plains’, examining the portrayal of Native Americans and 
learning about their lifestyle.  They will undertake an assessment based on General Custer and 
the Battle of Little Bighorn.   
 
Industrial Revolution 1750-1900 
Within this unit, students will focus on the industrialisation of Britain and the growth of 
factories and towns.  They explore the role of children at work and analyse the transformation 
of the country.  In addition, students investigate the importance of inventors such as Richard 
Arkwright, on whom their assessment is centred. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Lessons are varied and cater for a range of learning styles; video, role-play, debates, source 
analysis, display work, group work and presentations are all used to support and help deliver 
teaching. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Work is evaluated through a series of class examinations, and will be marked in line with getting 
ready for the new GCSE policy in order to show progress throughout the period of secondary 
school education. Pathway grades will be awarded. The Lord Grey pathways prepare students 
for the GCSE 1-9 grading system.
 
 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOCcpNX438cCFUUEGgodQlIDqg&url=http://www.thecoodenbeachhotel.co.uk/portfolio-items/pevensey-castle/&bvm=bv.102022582,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEN0jktXsG4xfMEVuPySNgd--mP4Q&ust=1441544165713835


13 | P a g e  

 

Humanities: Religious Studies 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have one lesson per week of Religious Studies.  X and Y are the two halves of the year group. 
There is a top set and a bottom set in each half of the year (group 1 and group 3).  The remaining 
students in each half of the year are split into three mixed ability groups (2A, 2B and 2C). 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 7 students will complete a unit of work on each of the following three world religions: Hinduism, 
Buddhism and Sikhism.  Students will learn about the origins of these faiths, key beliefs, significant 
leaders, places of worship and how belief in each of these religions affects daily life for their followers.  
 

   
 
We will also complete three further units which allow students to consider their own beliefs about 
religion and philosophical questions.  

Religious Expression: 
Within this unit students will explore the ways in which different 
religions express their beliefs through the arts and why this is seen as 
inappropriate for some believers.    

 
 

Ultimate Questions: 
Within this unit students will be encouraged to consider their own 
opinions to some of life’s big questions such as why are we here, how 
were we created, why do people suffer and what happens when we 
die? 
 
Belief and Superstition: In this unit students will explore a wide range 
of beliefs and superstitions and investigate where these originated. 
They will consider the role superstitions play in daily life and why 
people believe in them.  
 
 

MODE OF DELIVERY 
Lessons are tailored to cater for a range of learning styles and abilities. Students are encouraged to voice 
their own opinions and to reflect on other people’s views. 
  
ASSESSMENT 
Each unit includes an assessed piece of work. All units include differentiation. Pathway grades will be 
awarded. The Lord Grey pathways prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 grading system.
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Music 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES  
Students study Music for one lesson per week. Each half of the year group is taught in one of five mixed 
ability groups.  
 
COURSE CONTENT  
Students will study a range of pieces of music from different time periods and parts of the world. They 
will develop their analytical skills and get the opportunity to develop practical music skills through 
compositions and performances. Students are introduced to the key concepts of pitch, rhythm, 
structure, melody, harmony, timbre, dynamics and tempo.  
Students are encouraged to work creatively through their composition, while exploring their own talent 
during performance. We aim to create a “safe” environment in which students feel comfortable 
performing given that many students may not know each other. Year 7s learn how to appreciate musical 
heritage through learning about traditional notations and the composers’ intentions/context when 
studying their set work. 
 
There is a strong focus on encouraging students to read a variety of music notation styles and develop 
specific instrumental skills. 

 Exploring the Voice 

 Rhythm and Untuned Percussion 

 Instruments of the Orchestra 

 Individual Instrument Challenge – learning to play an instrument with a focus on technique and 
developing more independence. 
 

MODE OF DELIVERY  
A variety of theory and practical lessons will be used to bring music to life.  
 
HOMEWORK  
Students will be expected to practice instrumental skills between lessons when appropriate and/or 
complete theory tasks to ensure a core understanding of how music is constructed in accordance with 
the School Homework Policy. 
 
ASSESSMENT  
Music is assessed in accordance with the Lord Grey Pathways criteria and builds a platform from which 
the students can progress into Key Stage 4 Music. There are regular spelling assessments of key music 
terms and music mathematics regarding time signatures and music note values. Pathway grades will be 
awarded. The Lord Grey pathways prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 grading system. 
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Physical Education 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes study PE for two lessons per week. Each half of the year group is taught in one of five mixed 
ability groups.  
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Pupils will build on and embed the physical development and skills learned in Key Stages 1 and 2, 
become more competent, confident and expert in their techniques, and apply them across different 
sports and physical activities. They will understand what makes a performance effective and how to 
apply these principles to their own and others work. They will develop the confidence and interest to 
get involved in exercise, sports and activities out of school and in later life, and understand and apply 
the long-term health benefits of physical activity. 
 
Pupils will be taught to: 

 use a range of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in direct competition through team 
and individual games [for example, badminton, basketball, cricket, football, hockey, netball, 
rounders, rugby and tennis] 

 develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive sports [for 
example, athletics and gymnastics] 

 take part in outdoor and adventurous activities which present intellectual and physical 
challenges and be encouraged to work in a team, building on trust and developing skills to solve 
problems, either individually or as a group 

 analyse their performances compared to previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 
achieve their personal best 

 take part in competitive sports and activities outside school through community links or sports 
clubs. 

 
Pupils will have the chance to take part in the Young Leader Award. The award is a introduction into 
leadership, giving pupils knowledge of how to organise and lead small games and activities.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Each activity is studied for between four to eight weeks in blocks of work.  
  
ASSESSMENT 
The course is assessed according to criteria based on Lord Grey pathways for P.E. Pathway grades will be 
awarded. The Lord Grey pathways prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 grading system. 
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Drama 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have one lesson per week. Each half of the year group is taught in one of five mixed ability 
groups.  

 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students in Year 7 will follow five drama modules covering the following elements: 
 

 Drama skills: confidence building, communication, team-working, creating character, 
problem solving, Still Image, Role-play, Thought-Tracking, Improvisation, Narration, 
Physical Theatre, evaluation, devising and using explorative strategies, including Hot-
Seating and Role-on-the-Wall. 

 Text-based work: dealing with PSHE and citizenship issues.  

 Exploring form and structure, interpretation and presentation. 

 Exploration of staging: End On, Thrust, 
Promenade, In the Round, Traverse. 

 
THEMES AND TOPICS 

 Introduction to Drama 

 Deerhurst Manor: a group role-play. 

 Homelessness: exploring this issue in society. 

 Physical Theatre and Fairy Tales. 

 Exploring a play text. 
 
 
 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
There is a strong emphasis on practical work supported by written evaluation and response. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students will be assessed against the criteria of Creating, Performing and Evaluating. This 
encompasses their ability to use imaginative and original ideas, develop interesting and 
believable characters and to analyse their use of explorative strategies. Communication and 
collaborative skills will be continually assessed. Pathway grades will be awarded. The Lord Grey 
pathways prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 grading system. 
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Creative Technologies: Design Technology 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have two lessons of Technology per week. Each half of the year group is taught in 
one of five mixed ability groups. 
  
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 7 Technology students rotate around two key subjects within the Technology 
framework, Product Design and Food Technology. 
 
Within Product Design students learn how to sketch and draw in 2D and 3D and also produce 
computer aided designs, using a variety of design packages. In both of the projects, students 
produce a final outcome using a range of tools and processes in order to develop their accuracy 
and skill whist using several different materials.  
 
In the workshop, classes cover a variety of exciting topics and many new skills are learned by 
students in a number of interesting themes covered by the National Curriculum. Students in 
Technology combine practical and technological skills with creative thinking to design and make 
products and systems that meet human needs. They learn to use current technologies and 
consider the impact of future technological developments. They learn to think creatively, work 
as individuals and members of a team in order to develop a greater understanding of the 
product design process. 
 
Within Food Technology students get the opportunity to produce several dishes, allowing them 
to develop a greater understand of the importance of safety and hygiene, time management 
and the correct preparation and storage of food. The introduction of the “Eat Well Plate” 
enables students to understand the different foods which contribute to a healthy diet. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
All students in Year 7 learn two areas of Technology, gaining practical and theoretical 
experience from each. 

ASSESSMENT 
Technology is assessed according to Lord Grey pathways criteria. Pathway grades will be 
awarded. The Lord Grey pathways prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 grading system. 
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Creative Technologies: Art 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES  
One lesson per week for all classes. Each half of the year group is taught in one of five mixed 
ability groups. 
 
COURSE CONTENT  
In Year 7 students will be introduced to the formal elements of Art. They will work extensively 
in their sketchbooks and develop a range of technical skills through practical lessons. They will 
explore a range of materials including tonal drawing, textiles, 3D work, collage and clay. There 
is a strong emphasis on learning a wide range of practical skills. 
 
Students will study a number of artists from various cultures and periods of history and link 
their own work to that of the artist and culture.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY  
A mixture of theory and practical work.  
 
ASSESSMENT  
Assessment is completed twice per half term levelled against the National Curriculum. We also 
assess pupils engagement levels and all marking is inputted into the front of their sketchbooks. 
Pathway grades will be awarded. The Lord Grey pathways prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 
grading system. 
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Personal, Social, Health and Economic Education (PSHE) 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Year 7 students will study PSHE for one lesson per week.  Each half of the year group is taught in 
one of five mixed ability groups. 

 
COURSE CONTENT 
The programme will give students the opportunity to explore themes of personal, social and 
health education, careers and learning skills. Students will be given the opportunity to discuss 
their issues and to work in groups, producing a wide variety of outcomes. Students are 
encouraged to think about their life styles and to consider how to keep themselves safe. 
Students cover issues that are relevant to them and help them to understand the changes they 
are encountering. This fits in with our emphasis on SEAL (Social and Emotional Attitudes for 
Learning). 
 
THEMES AND TOPICS 
Autumn term 
The transfer of schools. Sex and Relationship Education—puberty, anti bullying. Target setting 
for school and life is also discussed. 
 
Spring term 
Drugs education, smoking and alcohol, healthy lifestyles. 
 
Summer term  
Emotional well-being (dealing with discrimination, dealing with conflict, controlling anxiety). 
Personal finance.  
 
Other themes covered are: 

 Healthy living 

 Puberty 

 Challenging bullying 

 Appreciating diversity (challenging stereotypes) 

 Healthy living 

 Personal finance. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students will be formally assessed in this programme in line with the Lord Grey pathways. 
Credit will also be given to displays, role plays and other outcomes of this programme such as 
team work and independent learning and self motivation. Pathway grades will be awarded. The 
Lord Grey pathways prepare students for the GCSE 1-9 grading system. 
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Learning Resource Centre 
 

Our Learning Resource Centre is committed to providing an outstanding collection of resources for our 
community; we aim to foster a lifelong enthusiasm for reading and learning; teach effective research 
and retrieval skills; and do this in a welcoming and supportive environment. 
  
Mrs Coles, Chartered Librarian can help you to decide which information sources are the most useful; 
show you how to check that the information is relevant and up to date; and help you to find inspiring 
and exciting stories to read. The Learning Resource Centre is open every day during school hours, 
Monday to Thursday 8.00am – 4.30pm, Friday 8.00am – 4.00pm and is used in different ways during the 
day: a teacher might send you to do some individual work, or change a book; you might come in with 
the whole class to the LRC to do some research into a particular topic; and there are many opportunities 
to use the LRC during your free time at break and lunch. The LRC is also open until 4.30pm most 
evenings, and this would be a particularly good time to do coursework and revision. At all times you will 
be expected to work quietly and sensibly; you must take care not to disturb other students who will 
also be working. 
  
The LRC is stocked with up to date fiction and non-fiction books, and we keep a large selection of 
reference books. We have an online newspaper subscription for up to date information, and we take 
two weekly newspapers, First News and The Week. Mrs Coles works with the Faculties to ensure that all 
resources are relevant to courses and subjects studied within the school, and are suitable for a wide 
range of abilities. GCSE materials are specifically purchased so that Year 10 and 11 students have access 
to a variety of information.  
  
A recent initiative is the use of a reading programme called Accelerated Reader which is designed to 
promote improvement in reading through the use of online quizzes and consistent checking of students’ 
reading levels. Tutors will be responsible for frequent checking of their students’ reading achievements 
and encouraging a culture of reading through a variety of activities.  
  
So, in addition to reading for research purposes, students are encouraged to develop their fiction 
reading. Fiction books are added to stock throughout the year, and students are able to review the 
books they read and recommend them to other students via our book club on Wednesday lunchtimes. 
This is well attended, and we cover a variety of activities such as book quizzes, choosing new books and 
word games, and regularly ask teachers to speak about their reading choices.  
  
During the autumn term the LRC hosts the annual ‘Book Blast’ during which authors talk to the Year 8 
students about their books and how they create their stories. At the same time all students are able to 
buy books, and get them signed by the visiting authors. Other events occur throughout the year to keep 
the importance of reading highlighted. 
  
The Learning Resource Centre is a multi-media resource that supports students throughout their 
schooling at Lord Grey. The main aim is to provide a challenging, yet supportive environment to 
stimulate, maintain and develop a lively, enquiring mind, and a curiosity, interest and enjoyment in 
reading.  Students are encouraged to become independent learners by using the LRC in their own time 
for homework and finding information out for themselves. In this way students will develop the skills 
they need to become life-long learners as they move into adult life.  
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