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What is Marking and Assessment? 

Marking is when teachers check students written work to assess progress.  Assessment is all about 
assessing how a student is doing and what grade the are likely to get in public examinations. 

Marking and assessment can be done through many different means.  The purpose of marking and 
assessing is to: 

 set targets 

 provide maximum help for students at the point of learning 
 share which of what they are currently achieving and what else needs to be done to improve 

 tell students how well they are doing 

 teach students what they need to do to improve 

 give advice and support 

 leave students with action points to develop their understanding 

 establish continuity  from one piece of work to the next. 
 

Marking and assessment can take place in many different ways.  These include: 

 verbal feedback 

 ticking work in books 

 grading key pieces of work 

 giving a judgment based on a series of pieces of work 

 giving written comments that enable students to improve their piece of work 

 setting targets, either verbally or through written feedback 

 through observation of a student’s performance in a non written piece of work 

 through observation of a practical project or product 

 through peer-assessing (students assessing the work of others in their class or year group) 

 through self-assessing. 

This booklet outlines the many different ways your child’s work is marked and assessed at Lord Grey 
School in the different subjects that they take.  These different forms of marking and assessment are 
then used to inform progress updates and school reports.  It is much more complicated than years 
age when parents were at school, so this booklet tries to de-mystify marking and assessment.  The 
diagram below sums it up. 

SATs scores from 

Year 6 in Maths 

and English used 

as a baseline. 

These scores are 

used to set a  

target in every 

subject for the 

next five years 

(Year 7 to Year 

11).  These are 

called Target 

Pathways. 

These Target  

Pathways are 

based on 9-1.  

These are the  

MINIMUM GCSE 

grades your son or 

daughter should 

aim for in the  

future. 

MARKING AND ASSESSMENT 

informs teachers if a student is 

on, above or  

below their Target Pathway 
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Assessment Feedback for Parents 

In addition to the ongoing marking and assessment that your child receives, you can expect the             
following information to be provided on your child’s progress. 
 
Grades 
The government have reformed GCSEs and the way in which they are graded. Students follow an 
assessment scheme which outlines the minimum progress they are expected to make from the  
beginning of Year 7 until the end of Year 11. Students are allocated Target Pathways which range 
from grade 9 to 1 (9 = highest; 1 = lowest).  As a guide, grade 5 will be seen as a ‘good pass’.  Grade 
4 is seen as a ‘solid pass’.  The pathways are organised incrementally to show the different stages of 
development for each particular subject and the material covered in each year group. For example, 
if your child is on a pathway 4, they should remain on this flightpath throughout their school career, 
but the level of work required to remain on this pathway will increase throughout the years.  This is 
not to say that with hard work and dedication your child’s predicted grade cannot increase to a 
higher pathway, but rather this is the pathway that would ensure your child makes expected pro-
gress.  A pathway is a route through to a final grade in Year 11. To track progress closely, we fine 
grade in this way: 

“+” is high      “=” is mid      “-” is low. 

Targets 
Your child’s Target Pathway will be determined by their scaled SAT scores from Year 6 and through a 
comparison of how well students with a similar score achieved in their GCSEs.  For English, targets 
are based on their English reading test result; for Maths, targets are based on their Maths test  
result; for all other subjects, the average of their English and Maths test results is used. 
 
Please note that students do not always make linear progress and sometimes their progress is static. 
This might be particularly relevant for skills and talent based subjects which include Art, Music,  
Drama, PE, Design Technology and Languages.  Similarly Target Pathways can be seen as a minimum 
and we always encourage students to exceed any minimum expectation. 
 
Reports 
You will receive one school report per year in which each subject teacher will make comments about 
your child’s progress and set targets to help students to  further progress. Your child’s form tutor will 
also comment on overall progress. 
 
Progress Updates - Two Per Year 
You will receive a Progress Update full of information, relative to  your stage of learning. This will  
summarise the progress made in each subject.  From this, you will be able to work out if your child is 
on track to make expected progress in each subject.  It will tell you if  your child is on, above or below 
their Target Pathway. 
 
Parents’ Evenings 
You will be invited to one Parents’ Evening per year, which is an opportunity to meet with each  
subject teacher and to discuss how your child is progressing in each subject. 
 
Academic Progress Meetings (APM) 
You will be invited to at least one APM, where you will meet with your child’s Form Tutor and discuss 
how your child is doing at school, both academically and socially. 
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Key Words for Parents 

Summative Assessment  
This summarises the learning that has taken place and is usually used at the end of the topic or unit of 
work and is usually accompanied with a grade. 

 
Formative Assessment  
This is where feedback is given that helps students to make progress and improve their work.  This 
can be both written and verbal. 

 
Flick and Tick 
This is where a teacher flicks through the work and ticks to acknowledge that tasks have been  
completed and the teacher has had a quick look at the work. 

 
Self Assessment 
This is when a student assesses their own work.  They may level or grade the work or may suggest  
what they think they have done well  on and how they need to improve. 

 
Peer Assessment 
This is when a fellow student assesses the work of their peers. They may level or grade the work or 
may suggest what they think they have done well  on and how they need to improve. 
 

Purple Pen DIRT 
This is when students reflect on, or respond to, the teacher’s marking using a purple ink pen. 

 
Lord Grey Stamper 
This is an inked stamper that has two stars and two wishes and the school logo and can be used for 
formative assessment. 
 

Attitude 2 Learning  
This is used to comment on the effort shown by the student during a particular piece of work.  For 
students who work with dedication and commitment, House points will be awarded, whilst for those 
students who produce unsatisfactory work that is not reflective of their ability, they will be required 
to “do it again.” 
 

Two Stars and Two Wishes 
The stars represent positives about the work and the wishes represent areas that 
need to be improved in the future.  A Lord Grey stamper is used in books to show 
this. 
 

Target Pathway and Flight Path 
Students are put on a Target Pathway, sometimes called a “flight path”, for their 
five years in the main school.  This is a target to work towards for their GCSE 
grades and should be considered a minimum to try for.  There is a Target Pathway 
for every subject. 

Also see our full “Jargon Buster” booklet on our website, which goes into even more detail on this.  
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How We Mark and Assess Student Progress in Year 7 and 8 

English 
 Students work in exercise books, which are marked regularly 
 Homework is set through project-based activities and are marked where appropriate 
 The Lord Grey School stamper is used frequently during written feedback to show how students 

can improve their work 
 The ‘Attitude 2 Learning’ approach is used frequently in books to monitor and reward effort  

levels 
 Half-termly formal assessments for each unit of work are set and are levelled using ‘Pathway 

Grade Descriptors’ 
 Notes will be tick marked 
 There are regular spelling tests in some topics 
 Peer and self assessment activities are often used as best practice 
 ‘Controlled Assessments’ are practised once each half term and marked with two stars and two 

wishes 
 Tests and quizzes show progress in reading 
 Speaking and Listening assessments will be carried out in the classroom to prioritise for Upper 

School assessments. 
 

Mathematics 
 Work completed in class is often marked in the lesson.  In this way teachers can check work for 

any misconceptions, neatness and quality/quantity of work 
 Marking is based on the Pathway Grade Descriptors 
 Exercise books are marked after four lessons 
 Stampers are used to show ‘Attitude to Learning’ scores and ‘Stars and Wishes’ 
 Progress Updates are usually informed by an assessment and linked to the Pathway Grade  

Descriptors 
 Verbal feedback is given in lessons on how to improve 
 Peer and self-assessment activities are used 
 Listening tests are used to help improve and assess students’ listening skills and mental              

arithmetic 
 Homework is set and marked to help reinforce what has been studied in the lesson. 

 
Science 
 Exercise books are marked after every four hours of learning, using the school policy of two 

stars and two wishes to provide feedback 
   Progress is measured through summative assessment at the end of each topic based on old     
          SATs questions   
   Peer assessment is used for both classwork and homework 
   Verbal feedback is given in lessons on how to improve 
   Homework is marked regularly 
   Formative marking via the Lord Grey stamper provides specific feedback that shows students 

 how to improve 

    Attitude to Learning is assessed for both homework and class work  
   Students are given opportunity to reflect on their tests at the end of each topic 
    An ‘End of Year 7’ and an ‘End of Year 8’ course test is given in the summer term. 
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Art 
 Baseline tests are carried out at the beginning of Year 7 to gauge student knowledge of the 

subject 
 The Lord Grey stamper is used frequently during marking and students respond to feedback 

using a purple pen in their books 
 Interim self-assessment takes place on written and practical work 
 Pathway Grade Descriptors are in the students’ sketchbooks and give an overview of what level 

they are at, enabling them to set personal targets 
 Progress trackers in the front of the students’ sketchbooks, are used  which indicate their  

target grade pathway and their engagement levels after every four hours of teaching 
 Homework is marked regularly. 
 

Computing 
  All students have an assessment booklet, where all assessment is recorded 
  Students are given feedback at the end of each unit,  which is based on an assessed task 
  Students are given criteria for each unit, which is ticked off as it is completed 
  Two stars and two wishes are used regularly in the assessment booklet and are completed by 

the teacher, the student or through peer assessment 
  Homework is marked in a variety of ways including tick marking, formative comments and  

summative assessment 
  Verbal feedback is given in lessons 
  Peer and self-assessment is used regularly 
  Evidence of marking of class work is also recorded in the assessment booklets 
  A mid-term assessment is completed to allow students to make progress on their targets  

before the final levels are issued. 
 

Design Technology 
  Baseline tests are carried out at the beginning of Year 7 to gauge student knowledge of the 

subject 
  Students work in specially prepared work booklets that cover two areas of Technology: Product 

Design and Food Technology 
  The Lord Grey stamper is used frequently during marking 
  Practical work is assessed verbally at every stage of manufacture and a final assessment mark 

is given at the end of each term’s project 
 Interim self assessment is done by the student on written and practical work 
  Pathway Grade Descriptors are in the students’ booklets and give an overview of what level 

they are at, enabling them to set personal targets 
 Progress trackers in the front of the students’ booklets will be completed on every marking and 

will show the progress of the students’ work 
  There is a final evaluation, which is levelled, on each finished piece of work 
  A summative level is given for each unit of work 
  Homework is marked regularly. 
 
 

How We Mark and Assess Student Progress in Year 7 and 8 
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Drama 
 Students are assessed against the Drama pathways of Creating, Performing and Evaluating 
 All lessons are practical, therefore assessment is based on students’ verbal responses,  

interaction in group work/pair work, the devising process, skills in performance and their  
ability to peer and self evaluate 

 Verbal feedback is given every lesson to all students 
 Targets are set after every performance, focussing on skills and how to develop the use of  

drama techniques and strategies 
 Peer and self assessment is used in every lesson through both verbal assessment and the use 

of written proformas in the “Student Target and Progress Booklet” 
 The booklet is used for recording, setting and monitoring targets, as well as clearly highlighting 

the Drama pathway that a student is currently following 
 Another booklet is used for written tasks, including in-role writing, extended writing tasks and 

in depth analysis and reflection of their practical work. This is marked through tick marking and 
the Lord Grey stamper, alongside formative and summative comments 

 All spelling, punctuation and grammar errors are identified 
 A positive comment is always given before highlighting any areas of improvement and targets. 

 
Humanities - History, Geography, Religious Studies 
Summative Assessment 
 At the start of each year students will sit a baseline assessment in each subject to establish 

whether they are on the right `flight path’  and to gauge if they will achieve or exceed their  
target pathway at the end of Year 11 

 Students will then sit another four assessments in each subject during the year including their 
annual end of year exam 

 After the students have been given their grades for each assessment,  there will be a feedback 
and reflection lesson to ensure students fully understand both what they did well and what 
they need to do to improve to stay on or above their flight path 

 Students will use `reflection and improvement time’ to improve their work, answer questions 
which stretch and challenge them and focus how they will meet their targets for the next  
assessment 

 Interventions will be put in place for students who are below their flight path to ensure they 
get back on track.  Pathway Grade Descriptors are used 

Formative Assessment 
 Significant pieces of work will be assessed using `praise, suggestion, question’ giving students 

feedback on what they are doing well, suggestions on how to improve their work and  
questions which allow them to reflect more widely on the topic studied 

 The Lord Grey marking stamper will be used to provide `stars and wishes’ feedback. The atti-
tude to learning approach will also be used to feedback on the effort and engagement the stu-
dent has displayed in lessons. In addition, House Points will be awarded regularly both for good 
quality work and for excellent effort 

 Teachers will regularly correct spelling, punctuation and grammatical (SPAG) errors and also 
comment on the quality of the presentation of work. 

How We Mark and Assess Student Progress in Year 7 and 8 
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Languages 
 There will be regular vocabulary and grammar tests 
 Students will be assessed at the end of each unit on two out of four skills - Listening, Reading, 

Writing and Speaking 
 The assessments will be marked using the Pathway Grade Descriptors 
 Exercise books will be marked according to the school policy and students will be given  

opportunities to reflect and improve on their work 
 The Lord Grey Stamper will be used. 

 
Music 
 Students’ progress is marked against the Target Pathways of 9-1 
 Baseline aural tests are carried out at the beginning of Year 7 to gauge student knowledge of 

key features of music 
 Students work in specially prepared work booklets. The Key Stage 3 booklet details the  

Baseline Assessment, targets set in reflection on that test, details of the Target Pathways for 
Performing, Compositing and Appraising; terminology and interim teacher and student  
feedback/target setting. Students also have a booklet for each individual topic which monitors 
their progress on specific tasks and contains appropriate worksheets. These booklets will  
remain at school and additional homework sheets will be set accordingly 

 The Lord Grey stampers for feedback on content and Attitude to Learning are used during 
marking and practical lessons 

 Pathway Grade Descriptors are on the students’ folders and coloured in, within their booklets.  
This provides an overview of what level they are at, enabling them to set personal targets 

 All students receive a summative assessed level following each topic. This is usually completed 
through practical performance and written assessment (test or extended writing) 

 When assessments have been handed out, students and teacher complete a review sheet in 
their booklet 

 Peer-assessment is used for performance work and verbal feedback will be given 
 Any work produced that demonstrates their understanding is marked and given full feedback 
 Work that has been copied is checked by the teacher to ensure it has been written correctly 
 Verbal feedback will be given in lessons by the teacher. 
 
 
 
 

How We Mark and Assess Student Progress in Year 7 and 8 
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Physical Education 
 Baseline tests are carried out at the beginning of Year 7 to gauge student knowledge and  

practical ability within the subject 
 Practical work is formatively assessed at every stage of learning and a final summative  

assessment mark is given at the end of each sport which has been studied 
 Interim self and peer assessment is completed by the student on all practical work 
 Progress trackers will be completed on every unit of work and will show the progress of the 

students’ work over a sustained period of time 
 Success criteria are used to help students make progress and reach higher levels.  

 
PSHE 
 Books are marked regularly using tick marking, written feedback and use of the Lord Grey 

stamper 
 A summative end of half term test is used and a grade is given on the 9-1 criteria 
 Success criteria is used to help students make progress and reach higher levels 
 Verbal feedback and questioning is used regularly in class 
 Peer and self-assessment are regularly used. 

How We Mark and Assess Student Progress in Year 7 and 8 
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