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What is Marking and Assessment? 

Marking is when teachers check students written work to assess progress.  Assessment is all about 
assessing how a student is doing and what grade the are likely to get in public examinations. 
Marking and assessment can be done through many different means.  The purpose of marking and 
assessing is to: 

 set targets 

 provide maximum help for students at the point of learning. 
 tell students how well they are doing. 
 teach students what they need to do to improve. 
 give advice and support. 
 leave students with action points to develop their understanding. 
 establish continuity  from one piece of work to the next. 

 
Marking and assessment can take place in many different ways.  These include: 

 verbal feedback. 
 ticking work in books. 
 grading key pieces of work. 
 giving a judgment based on a series of pieces of work. 
 giving written comments that enable students to improve their piece of work. 
 setting targets, either verbally or through written feedback. 
 through observation of a student’s performance in a non written piece of work. 
 through observation of a practical project or product. 
 through peer-assessing (students assessing the work of others in their class or year group). 
 through self-assessing. 

 
This booklet outlines the many different ways your child’s work is marked and assessed at Lord Grey 
School in the different subjects that they take.  These different forms of marking and assessment are 
then used to inform progress updates and school reports.  It is much more complicated than years 
ago when parents were at school, so this booklet tries to de-mystify marking and assessment.  The 
diagram below sums it up. 
 
 

 

SATs scores from 

Year 6 in Maths 

and English used 

as a baseline. 

These scores are 

used to set a  

target in every 

subject for the 

next five years 

(Year 7 to Year 

11).  These are 

called Target 

Pathways. 

These Target  

Pathways are 

based on 9-1.  

These are the  

MINIMUM GCSE 

grades your son or 

daughter should 

aim for in the  

future. 

MARKING AND ASSESSMENT 

informs teachers if a student is 

on, above or  

below their Target Pathway. 
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Assessment Feedback for Parents 

In addition to the ongoing marking and assessment that your child receives, you can expect the             
following information to be provided on your child’s progress. 
 
Grades 
Students follow an assessment pathway which outlines the minimum progress they are expected to 
make from the beginning of Year 7 until the end of Year 11. Pathways range from grade 9 (the  
highest) to grade 1.  The pathways are organised incrementally to show the different stages of  
development  for each particular subject and the material covered in each year group. For example, if 
your  child is on a pathway 4, they should remain on this  pathway throughout their school  
career, but the level of work required to remain on this pathway will increase throughout the years.  This 
is not to say that with hard work and dedication your child cannot move to  a higher pathway, but rather 
this is the pathway that would ensure your child makes expected progress. Each pathway is divided into 
three sublevels (+, =, -) where “+” is high, “=” is secure and “-” is low. We sub-level  to give greater  
accuracy of prediction. 
 
Targets 
Your child’s Target Pathway will be determined by their scaled SAT scores from Year 6 and through a 
comparison of how well students with a similar score achieved in their GCSEs.  For English, targets are 
based on their English reading test result; for Maths, targets are based on their Maths test result; for all 
other subjects, the average of their English and Maths test results is used. 
 
Please note that students do not always make linear progress and sometimes their progress is static. This 
might be particularly relevant for skills and talent based subjects which include Art, Music,  
Drama, PE, Design Technology and Languages. Similarly Target Pathways can be seen as a minimum and 
we always encourage students to exceed any minimum expectation. 
 
Reports 
You will receive one school report per year in which each subject teacher will make comments about your 
child’s progress and set targets to help students to  further progress. Your child’s form tutor will also com-
ment on overall progress. 
 
Progress Updates - Two Per Year 
You will receive a Progress Update full of information, relative to  your child’s stage of learning. This will  
summarise the progress made in each subject.  From this, you will be able to work out if your child is on 
track to make expected progress in each subject.  It will tell you if  your child is on, above or below their 
Target Pathway. 
 
Parents’ Evenings 
You will be invited to one Parents’ Evening per year, which is an opportunity to meet with each  
subject teacher and to discuss how your child is progressing in each subject.  Some parents of specific 
Year 11 students are invited in for a second meeting. 
 
Academic Progress Meetings (APM) 
You will be invited to at least one APM, where you will meet with your child’s Form Tutor and discuss how 
your child is doing at school both academically and socially. 
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Jargon Buster for Parents 
Also see our full “Jargon Buster” booklet on our website, which goes into even more detail on this.  

 
Summative Assessment  
This summarises the learning that has taken place and is usually used at the end of the topic or unit of 
work and is usually accompanied with a grade. 

 
Formative Assessment  
This is where feedback is given that helps students to make progress and improve their work.  This can be 
both written and verbal. 
 
Flick and Tick 
This is where a teacher flicks through the work and ticks to acknowledge that tasks have been  
completed and the teacher has had a quick look at the work. 

 
Self Assessment 
This is when a student assesses their own work.  They may level or grade the work or may suggest  
what they think they have done well on and how they need to improve. 

 
Peer Assessment 
This is when a fellow student assesses the work of their peers. They may level or grade the work or may 
suggest what they think they have done well on and how they need to improve. 
 

Purple Pen DIRT 

This is when students reflect on, or respond to, the teacher’s marking using a purple ink pen. 

Lord Grey Stamper 
This is an inked stamper that has two stars and two wishes and the school logo and can be used for 
formative assessment. 
 

Attitude 2 Learning  
This is used to comment on the effort shown by the student during a particular piece of work.  For  
students who work with dedication and commitment, House points will be awarded, whilst for those  
students who produce unsatisfactory work that is not reflective of their ability, they will be required to 
“do it again.” 
 

Two Stars and Two Wishes 
The stars represent positives about the work and the wishes represent 
 areas that need to be improved in the future.  A Lord Grey stamper is used 
 in books to show this. 
 

Target Pathway and Flight Path 
Students are put on a Target Pathway, sometimes called a “flight path”, for their five years in the main 
school.  This is a target to work towards for their GCSE grades and should be considered a minimum to try 
for.  There is a Target Pathway for every subject.  Students are encouraged to meet or exceed this. 
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How We Mark and Assess Student Progress by Subjects 

English and English Literature 
 Speaking and  listening practice assessments are marked using GCSE criteria regularly and these 

take place in lessons. 
 Mock exams are issued during the year and are marked using GCSE criteria. 
 Students work in exercise books, which are marked regularly. 
 The Lord Grey stamper is used to give feedback. 
 Notes will be marked using ‘tick and flick’ marking. 
 Peer and self-assessment is sometimes used. 
 Pieces of extended writing are close marked and summative and formative comments  

and given, usually linked to the GCSE grades. 
 

Mathematics  
 Progress tests are used to assess understanding of the work studied. 
 Stampers are used to show Attitude to Learning scores and ‘Stars and Wishes’. 
 An exercise book is given out  and virtually all work is done in this book.  Exercise books are 

marked after every four lessons with some tick and some comment based marking. 
 Classwork is usually marked in class and oral feedback is given on how to improve. 
 Progress checks are informed by a written assessment and an element of teacher judgement. 

GCSE grades of 9-1 are issued (9 high, 1 is low). 
 Peer and self-assessment is sometimes used to help students improve their work. 
 Written homework is marked using a GCSE grade, where appropriate.  Comments are given based 

on strengths and areas of improvement. 
 Progress tests are revisited after the assessment, to help improve exam technique and address 

misconceptions. 
 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj63PO3rpLVAhUBvhQKHcxTDFIQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ucl.ac.uk%2Fpals%2Fresearch%2Fexperimental-psychology%2Fnews%2Fdevelopment-exam-marking-system-moodle%2F&
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How We Mark and Assess Student Progress by Subjects 

 

GCSE Combined Science and GCSE Physics, Chemistry and Biology 
 Throughout the course, progress is measured through summative assessment prior to each  

assessment point.  This may take the form of: 
 On-line test marked by the computer.  Feedback is given immediately. 
 Formal tests and exams based on exam questions.   All formal exams are marked by a specialist 

teacher and feedback on exam technique and scientific content will be given.   
 Combined Science students will receive a GCSE 9-1 grade averaged across all three sciences, 

while triple science students will receive three separate grades based on their performance in 
each Science.  Students correct their own papers using a purple pen following the exam and  
reflect on exam technique and revision methods. 

 Homework and class work may be marked in class by the student, peer marked or marked by the 
teacher.  If work is peer marked or self-marked, students are expected to correct their work and 
to show their marking clearly in their book with a purple pen. 

 Exercise books are marked every 4 hours of learning, using the school policy of two stars and two 
wishes to provide feedback. 

 Attitude to Learning is assessed for both homework and class work.  
 Formative marking via the Lord Grey stamper provides specific feedback that shows students how to 

improve. 
 Students are given opportunity to make improvements to their work during Directed Improvement 

and Reflection Time.  

 
GCSE Business Studies  
 Exercise books are marked regularly. 
 The Lord Grey stamper is used to give feedback on work. 
 Oral feedback is given in lessons. 
 Peer and self assessment is built into schemes of work. 
 Half termly tests are given to check knowledge and understanding and GCSE grades are given. 
 Mock exams are used in the summer term to give student feedback. 
 Exam criteria is shared and feedback is given that links directly to this. 
 

BTEC Business Studies  
 Feedback is given on all Unit work to give advice on how to meet criteria. 
 Homework is always marked. 
 Lord Grey stamper is used regularly to give praise and to show ways of improving work. 
 Peer-assessment is used is most lessons. 
 Self-assessment is used regularly. 
 Criteria is shared and students are encouraged to use this to ensure that they meet criteria. 
 Tracking sheets are saved on the system and shared with students so that they can see the  

progress they are making. 
 Lots of oral feedback and praise is given in lessons to help students to move forward. 
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How We Mark and Assess Student Progress by Subjects 

BTEC Workskills  
 Feedback is given on all unit work to give advice on how to meet criteria. 
 Homework is always marked. 
 The Lord Grey stamper is used regularly to give praise and to show ways of improving work. 
 Peer-assessment is used is most lessons. 
 Self-assessment is used regularly. 
 Criteria is shared and students are encouraged to use this to ensure that they meet criteria. 
 Tracking sheets are saved on the system and shared with students so that they can see the progress  
       they are making. 
 Lots of oral feedback and praise is given in lessons to help students to move forward. 
 

GCSE ICT  

 Controlled Assessment is delivered in lessons and marked using the GCSE criteria. 
 Exam questions are regularly set for homework and are always marked. 
 Work is marked within two weeks of completion and feedback is given to help students make  

progress. 
 Written feedback sheets are used along with the marking criteria to enable students to make progress 

and achieve higher levels. 
 Peer and self-assessment is regularly used and a buddy system is used for on going feedback. 
 A mock exam will be used in July of Year 10 to give students exam practice.  Papers will be set and 

marked for homework to prepare for this. 
 In Year 11 practise questions are set regularly. 
 Exam technique is taught to help support students with their revision. 
 

GCSE  Art & Art Textiles 

 GCSE course books have post-it notes throughout them giving positive comments and areas for  
improvement. 

 Books are marked every four hours of learning with a formal grade given monthly. This is due to the 
nature of the subject; practical tasks can take time to complete for formal assessment . 

 Grades and constructive feedback is input on to progress trackers at the front of the book. 
 Students are marked under the new specification using grades 9-1 with the addition of + - = to show 

how secure they are within the boundary. 
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GCSE Citizenship 
 Exercise books are marked regularly with some comment based marking. 
 The Lord Grey stamper is used in books. 
 Summative assessment is used at the end of each unit. 
 Peer and self assessment is used throughout the course. 
 Formative marking is used with specific feedback that shows students how to improve. 
 Students ‘RAG’ their work, specifications and test papers to advise on topics that need to be  

revisited and revised. 
 A Year 10 exam is taken in the summer term and marks are awarded using GCSE criteria. 
 A Year 11 trial exam is taken in December and marks are awarded using GCSE criteria. 
 

GCSE Dance 
 Written work for the Unit One theory examination is marked formally and GCSE grade boundaries 

are used to assess progress accurately.  
 Formative & summative assessment takes place in Year 10 using the pathway descriptors from 

grades 9-1. 
 Coursework is 100% practical and verbal feedback is given continuously during each lesson and is 

acted upon immediately. 
 Marking criteria is given to students using differentiated, pupil friendly language in order to aid their 

understanding and to set targets. 
 Peer assessment takes place in both the practical and theory units. 
 Self-assessment takes place fro practical work by watching back recordings of their performances. 
 Students have the opportunity to use their purple pens to respond to the marking of their Unit One 

paper and their practical feedback. 
 Students will sit at least one practice Unit One examination. 
 All practical units are assessed using the set AQA GCSE criteria. 
 The practical moderation for Year 11 takes place in April and their written examination is in May.  
 

GCSE Drama  
 All units are marked against the GCSE 9-1 descriptors. 
 Oral feedback and personalised targets are used in every lesson to ensure students are aware of 

how to improve their performance work and cover the GCSE criteria. 
 During the completion of Unit 2, notes are taken in lessons and these are used for the controlled 

assessment. They are marked and monitored regularly, with formative comments used to target 
areas for improvement. 

 During Unit 3, students are consistently given personalised targets in order to improve their acting 
ability and access the Unit 3 practical criteria. 

 A GCSE target booklet is used to track progress and record half termly targets. 
 Additional rehearsal sessions are offered for students during Unit 3 where specific, targeted  

feedback is given to performance groups. 
 ‘Student friendly’ marking criteria is used throughout to ensure students understand what is  

required of them. 
 Peer and self-assessment is used in every lesson through both oral feedback and through written 

proformas in the students’ Drama booklets. 
 
 

 
 

How We Mark and Assess Student Progress by Subjects 
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GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition 

 Each task or mini project has its own mark sheet, which links to relevant pathways, showing  
students how to reach each pathway. 

 Work is regularly marked and feedback is given which enables students to make progress towards 
their final project. 

 Peer and self-assessment is regularly used to help students to improve their work. 
 Oral feedback is given to help students to improve their work, especially in the practical  

environment. 
 Students’ work is marked against the GCSE specification. 
 Students are given mini targets in order to see how to progress further. 
 Exemplar work is used to help  students understand levels of coursework. 
 Mark schemes are  provided to students. 
 Progress trackers are used in the front of the students’ books. These are completed on every  

teacher’s marking session and show the progress of the students’ work. 
 

GCSE Geography 
 Tests and assessments are completed regularly and are marked using GCSE 9 – 1 grade criteria. 
 Feedback lessons are given on how to improve the test grades. 
 Exercise books are marked after every 4 hours of learning, using the school policy of two stars and 

two wishes to provide feedback. Attitude to Learning is also assessed. 
 Formative marking is used with specific feedback that shows students how to improve. 
 Students are given opportunity to make improvements to their work during Directed Improvement 

and Reflection Time. 
 The Lord Grey stamper is used in books. 
 A Year 10 trial exam is taken in the Spring Term; marks awarded using GCSE criteria. 
 Year 11 students also complete a piece of controlled assessment worth 25% of their overall grade. 
 This is assessed in school and given a mark out of 50, using the exam board assessment objectives. 
 A Year 11 trial exam is taken in the Autumn Term; marks awarded using GCSE criteria. 

How We Mark and Assess Student Progress by Subjects 
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WJEC GCSE Health and Social Care (Year 11 only) 
 Student books are marked regularly 
 All homework is marked within the week it is handed in 
 The Lord Grey stamper is used to give feedback 
 Mini topic tests are completed and GCSE grades awarded 
 Tracking sheets updated to show progress in each unit 
 Peer and self assessment is used regularly 
 Teacher comments and targets are written in books 
 Students ‘RAG’ their work, specifications and test papers to advise on topics that need to be revisit-

ed and revised 
 Access to all past papers on Moodle for additional revision tasks 
 1-1 verbal feedback meetings on rotation in lessons 

 
WJEC Vocational Award in Health and Social Care (Year 9 only) 
 Student work is marked regularly using the WJEC criteria 
 All homework is marked within the week it is handed in 
 The Lord Grey stamper is used to give feedback 
 Tracking sheets updated to show progress in each unit 
 Peer and self assessment is used regularly 
 Teacher comments and targets are written on assessment feedback sheets and on work 
 Students ‘RAG’ their work and specifications to advise on topics that need to be revisited or cov-

ered in more detail 
 1-1 verbal feedback meetings on rotation in lessons 

 
GCSE History 
 Tests and assessments are completed regularly and are marked using GCSE 9 – 1 grade criteria. 

Feedback lessons after each test focus on how to improve subsequent test grades. 
 Exercise books are marked after every 4 hours of learning, using the Lord Grey Stamper and school  

policy of two stars and two wishes.  This formative marking provides detailed feedback and  
guidance on how to further improve. 

 Attitude to Learning is assessed regularly through the marking of exercise books, using our school 
stamper. 

 Students are given the opportunity to make improvements to their work during Directed  
Improvement and Reflection Time, which follows each cycle of book marking. 

 A Year 10 trial exam is taken in the Spring Term; marks awarded using GCSE criteria. 
 A Year 11 trial exam is taken in the Autumn Term; marks awarded using GCSE criteria. 

How We Mark and Assess Student Progress by Subjects 
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OCR National ICT 
 Students’ work is marked using OCR National criteria.  Mark sheets are issued and as work is  

completed that meets criteria, this will be ticked off or highlighted. 
 Students are given a booklet that contains a breakdown of the criteria into more manageable  

chunks.  Feedback on how to improve work is recorded next to the criteria to enable students to 
work independently on making improvements. 

 Student progress is tracked on a centralised tracking sheet, which students have access to. 
 Written feedback is given on the completion of each assessment objective.  Homework will be set to 

make improvements based on the feedback. 
 Students make notes from group feedback and individual feedback given by the teacher and this is 

used to improve work. 
 Homework is marked. 
 Peer and self-assessment is used in all units. 

 
GCSE Languages  
 There will be regular vocabulary and grammar tests. 
 Assessments will take place at the end of each Unit and we will assess two out of the four skills 

(Reading, Listening, Writing and Speaking). 
 The assessment will be marked using the 9-1 GCSE criteria. 
 Students will have access to past papers. 
 Exercise books will be marked according to the school policy and students will be given  

opportunities to reflect and improve on their work. 
 Feedback is also given on their attitude to learning through the Attitude to Learning stamper. 
 Students will have access to Kerboodle where students will be set tasks. 
 

GCSE Media Studies 
 Written work is marked using summative and formative assessment. 
 Practical work is given oral feedback. 
 GCSE tasks are marked using GCSE criteria. 
 Oral feedback is given during all lessons. 
 Marking criteria grids are used to show students how to improve their levels. 
 Comments are typed on to some electronic work and saved in students’ work folders on the  

computer. 
 Marking criteria sheets are used when marking coursework drafts and formative comments  

are recorded. 

How We Mark and Assess Student Progress by Subjects 
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BTEC Music 
 Written work is assessed by the teacher and written feedback is given to enable students to make 

progress. 
 Performance work is assessed using oral feedback and sometimes written feedback. 
 Tracking sheets are used to monitor the progress of students. 
 Compositions are peer and self-assessed. 
 At the end of the unit a BTEC grade is awarded.  Work can be improved until it meets criteria. 
 Work from each task is internally verified by another member of staff to ensure marking and  

grading is awarded correctly.  
  

GCSE Product Design 

 One final mini project in Year 10 is issued before the formal project work commences in Year 11. 
 Exemplar work is used to help students to self-assess their work. 
 Project work is marked regularly using the GCSE mark scheme. 
 Homework is used to help create a revision resource and corrections are made where necessary. 
 Testing is done through revision work booklets and is marked with feedback given. 
 Students are given Grade Pathways in order to see how to progress further. 
 
GCSE Religious Studies  
 Exercise books are marked regularly with some comment based marking and some flick and  

tick marking. 
 The Lord Grey stamper is used in books. 
 Summative assessment is used at the end of each unit. 
 Formative marking is used with specific feedback that shows students how to improve. 
 A Year 10 exam was taken in the summer term and marks are awarded using GCSE criteria. 
 A Year 11 mock exam is taken in December and marks are awarded using GCSE criteria. 
 For Tutor time RS Assessment is based around Gold, Silver, Bronze awards based on contributions 

to the programme, particularly verbal contribution. 
 

Cambridge National in Sports Science 
 Fortnightly marking of submitted coursework, in line with the school marking guidelines. 
 Oral feedback is used during all lessons to ensure progress of students. 
 During the completion of unit R041 (exam unit) students will sit formal progress tests during  

and at the end of each learning outcome. 
 RAG (red, amber and green) tracker to monitor progress and show outstanding work or  

improvements. 
 After each unit is complete (coursework based) students will have work internally and externally 

moderated (externally moderated by the exam board) with UMS points being accumulated, that  
will contribute towards an overall grade.  

 

 
 
 

How We Mark and Assess Student Progress by Subjects 
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Core PE 
 Practical work is formatively assessed at every stage of learning and a final summative assessment 

mark is given at the end of each half termly sport focus. 
 Interim self and peer assessment is done by the student on all practical work. 
 Progress trackers will be completed on every unit of work and will show the progress of the  

students’ work over a sustained period of time. 
 Success criteria are used to help students make progress and reach higher levels. 
 Verbal feedback given by teacher on a lesson by lesson basis to reinforce learning and  

progress.  
 

Asdan Award 
 All work credits completed at the Bronze, Silver and Gold Award contributes towards  

the next level of the ASDAN accredited scheme. 
 Feedback is given on all unit work to give advice on how to meet criteria. 
 Lots of praise and rewards are given during lessons to help students to move forward along with 

oral feedback on how they are progressing. 
 Literacy is checked through a learner’s written work and correction of spellings made  

emphasising key words. 
 Unit tasks are handed in once they are completed to the best of the learner’s ability to  

allow learners to self assess the knowledge gained and which has then been applied. 
 

GCSE Psychology 

 Tests and assessments are completed regularly and are marked using GCSE grade  
criteria. Feedback lessons are given on how to improve the test grades. 

 Feedback lessons are given on how to improve the test grades. 
 Exercise books are marked every 4 hours of learning, using the school policy of two stars and two 

wishes to provide feedback. Attitude to Learning is also assessed. 
 Formative marking is used with specific feedback that shows students how to improve. 
 Students are given opportunity to make improvements to their work during Directed Improvement 

and Reflection Time. 
 The Lord Grey stamper is used in books.  

How We Mark and Assess Student Progress by Subjects 
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GCSE Sociology 

 Tests and assessments are completed regularly and are marked using GCSE grade  
criteria. Feedback lessons are given on how to improve the test grades. 

 Exercise books are marked every 4 hours of learning, using the school policy of two stars and two 
wishes to provide feedback. Attitude to Learning is also assessed. 

 Formative marking is used with specific feedback that shows students how to improve. 
 Students are given opportunity to make improvements to their work during Directed 

Improvement and Reflection Time. 
 The Lord Grey stamper is used in books.  
 

 

How We Mark and Assess Student Progress  



17 

 
 

 



 

Lord Grey School 
Rickley Lane 

Bletchley 
Milton Keynes 

MK3 6EW 
 

Tel: 01908 626110 
www.lordgrey.org.uk 

 
Marking 


