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Welcome
We are very proud of the Sixth Form at Lord Grey School and the 

outstanding achievements of our students.

Post 16 provision maximises our expertise and facilities and you will 

read about the broad range of high quality courses on offer. All the 

additional opportunities available to our Sixth Form students, are 

outlined here and are very exciting and enriching.

With our excellent results we are confident we can offer you a 

successful route to university, employment or training.

Young people who join our Sixth Form benefit from all the 

opportunities that come from being part of a very successful Sixth 

Form but also one which provides care and guidance, with learners 

enjoying a sense of belonging and aspiration.

We are committed to supporting the success of every student 

and are delighted to have many students joining our Sixth Form 

community who have arrived from various schools in Milton Keynes 

and beyond, as well as a number of international students from 

countries around the world.

All are welcome to our inclusive Sixth Form if they meet the entry 

requirements and have the drive to succeed.  Close monitoring and 

individual support give our young people every chance of achieving 

their ambitions. It is this formula of academic distinction, strong 

community and pastoral care that makes Lord Grey Sixth Form such 

an excellent place to learn and thrive.

We would be delighted to see you at our annual Open Evening  

or you may contact us at any time to arrange a visit.

Dr Tracey Jones 
Headteacher

Mr David Smith 
Director of Lord Grey Sixth Form

“ ”
Your time at this school will be the best 
time of your life as you create friends and 
memories that will stay with you forever.   
Embrace it all and enjoy the experience.
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The Student Leadership Team

Luke Whalley - Head Boy, Katie Higgs - Head Girl 
Barbara Naughton Ammon, Samantha Shailer, Jess Turp, Deborah Winter, Sam Galvin, Chloe Dodds (Senior Students) 

These students are the representatives of Lord Grey Sixth Form and have a prominent role around the school and at school functions.  
They will help to shape the improvement and development of the Sixth Form through shared decision making with school leaders.

Introducing our Student Leadership Team

“I am honoured to be the newly appointed Head Girl 
at Lord Grey School.   I will be working with the Head 
Boy and Senior Students to create a united and 
collaborative Sixth Form.  I want to be able to support 
students and staff and continue to improve the 
learning environment.”

Katie Higgs - Head Girl

“It is an honour to be the Head Boy at Lord Grey 
School.  It feels great to be able to represent the school 
and students alike and I hope to build a brighter future 
for the young people who study here.”

Luke Whalley - Head Boy
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We’re here to help...
FAQs 
 
Q. Can I choose any combination of subjects? 
A.  When combining subjects, it is important to note the timetable blocking 

as several courses happen at the same time. See the Elite, Standard, 
Consolidating and Vocational pathway diagram.

Q. Do learners have to take 4 AS Levels in Year 12? 
A. This is possible for the minority of learners.  Most learners take on three  
 AS subjects, especially if retaking a GCSE in Maths or English or if other  
 circumstances dictate.  Three is now the normal route.

Q. Do all learners drop one subject at the end of Year 12? 
A.  No.  Three is now the normal route.  Some learners choose to continue  

four subjects to A-Level if they are doing four.  If learners only continue  
with two subjects into Year 13, they will supplement these with other 
enrichment courses.

Q. What happens if I am not offered a place? 
A. We will offer guidance about alternative courses in other institutions.

Q. What happens if I am offered a place but then don’t get  
 the grades I need? 
A.  We will look at your options with you and help you find a more  

appropriate course.

Q. Can I change my course after I’ve started? 
A. It may be possible, although we would encourage you to give the subject a 
  chance before changing. A change of subject would depend on your relevant 

GCSE grades, your timetable and on availability of space in other subjects.

Q. I think I want to go to university but I have no idea what  
 I want to study. Will I get some help? 
A. Yes, our guidance for this is a real strength of the Sixth Form and there is a  
 programme of careers advice for all learners with an adviser who works  
 closely with the Sixth Form team and students.

Q. I am worried about fees for university. Is there any   
 information provided about this? 
A.  Application forms for student loans and awards are available during Year 13 

We will also host an information evening and visit a Higher Education Fair.

Q. What happens after I have submitted my application for  
 Post-16? 
A. You will be invited to discuss your choices and GCSE predicted grades.

Q. What factors should I consider when deciding on my  
 subject choices? 
A. Ideally you would make your choices based on your envisaged career path. 
 However, you may not know what your career path is yet! Careers guidance 
 will be offered and we will discuss how to keep your options open  
 for the routes you may be likely to take.

Q. What are the grade requirements for Post-16 courses? 
A. See page 7.

Q. What if I don’t have a Grade 4 in GCSE Maths  
 and/or English? 
A. You MUST continue your studies in these subjects. Our aim is to offer  
 as many opportunities as possible to achieve that all-important Grade 5  
 in a supportive environment.

Q. What if my literacy and numeracy are weak? 
A. You may have to study core skills literacy and numeracy throughout Year 12.

Q. Will I be eligible for a bursary? 
A. The Sixth Form team encourage applications and will advise you on this  
 with a view to helping you.

Student comments

“The transition from Year 11 to Year 12 has given 
me opportunities to extend my learning and be ‘more 
adult’ and responsible.”

“Sixth Form has helped me reach my potential.” 

“Sixth Form is a friendly and relaxed environment 
and you will get all the support and time you need to 
achieve your goals.”

“The younger learners look up to you and  
I feel my contribution to the school is valued.”

“Sixth Form is a good place to be if you are not  
ready to leave because you already know the  
teachers and learners.”

“Hard work but worth it!”

“An excellent opportunity to study the subjects you 
love in a friendly and endearing atmosphere.”

“I’m really glad I stayed at Lord Grey Sixth Form 
because of all the support from the teachers.”

“The teachers are so supportive, they really go out  
of their way to help you.”

“I’m happy that I stayed on at Sixth Form because I 
love how the teachers treat you with lots of respect  
and as adults, and there’s a coffee machine upstairs!”

“The work is fun, but challenging and gives you the 
skills that can potentially be utilised in a workplace.”
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The Sixth Form Pathway diagram opposite sets out the different routes you can take depending on what you want to do when 
you leave and on your results in Year 11.

Each subject will also set tasks and tests in September to ensure students have the aptitude and attitude to succeed on that 
course. Also, for example, a student is unlikely to succeed at English A-Level unless they enjoy reading for pleasure, so you 
must have a passion and motivation for the subjects you select. 

If students have achieved vocational qualifications instead of GCSE at KS4, the Sixth Form team will interview the students 
and decide appropriately. 

To begin studying on one of our programmes you need to have achieved certain grades at GCSE/BTEC (end of KS4).

•  For most A-Levels, 4 x A*-C or 9–5 and 1 x B or 6 grade is needed. You also need English and Maths as a 
minimum at a Grade 5.

•  For most vocational Level 3 qualifications, 5 x A* - C or 9 – 5 GCSE grades (or equivalent) are expected.

SUBJECT SPECIFIC  
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS...

Art and Art Textiles:  

Biology, Chemistry and Physics: 

Business A-Level:  

English Literature: 

Geography: 

German: 

Government & Politics: 

History: 

Mathematics: 

Psychology: 

Spanish: 

Product Design: 

BTEC Applied Science: 

CTEC Business Vocational: 

CTEC Creative Media: 

CTEC Health & Social Care: 

CTEC Information Technology: 

CTEC Sport:

A*- C Grade in Art or Art Textiles  

Grade 6 in Maths plus A*-B Grade in two Sciences 

Grade 6 in Maths and English 

Grade 6 in English or English Literature 

Grade 6 in English and/or A*-B Grade in Science 

A*- B Grade in German plus Grade 5 in English 

Grade 5 in English 

Grade 6 in English plus A*-B Grade in History if studied 

Grade 6 in Maths 

Grade 6 in English plus Grade 6 in Maths or A*-B Grade Science 

A*- B  Grade in Spanish plus Grade 5 in English 

A*-C Grade in GCSE Product Design or similar 

A*-C Grade in two GCSE Sciences 

Grade 4 in English plus A*-C Grade or Merit in ICT or Business 

Grade 4 in English 

Grade 4 in English  

Grade 4 in English plus A*-C Grade or Merit in ICT or Business 

A*- C Grade in PE plus A*-C Grade in English

To follow a Level 2 Pathway learners need 5 x A-F (9-2) grades at GCSE or equivalent.  

Assessment is currently changing at A-Level. Some subjects started new specifications in 2015 and 2016 and the others will 
change for September 2017.  In the new system AS and A-Level are ‘decoupled’. This means that, even if an AS qualification 
is taken at the end of Year 12, it will not count towards the full A-Level and the content from both years is examined at the 
end of Year 13. For Art Textiles and English Literature we are only running the full A-Level, there will be no AS qualification 
available at the end of Year 12.

There are some minimum extra specific entry requirements for individual courses. The requirements outlined here 
should be used as a guide. Every student will be evaluated individually on their potential.

Level 3 Courses
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PATHWAY ROUTE  
DIAGRAM...

Also please see specific entry requirements for certain subjects.

On the Elite Pathway you would need A*-A (7+)  
entry requirement.  
 
You would usually do  
• 4 A-Levels or  
• 3 A-Levels and 1 BTEC or CTEC or  
• 3 A-Levels and Extended Project. 
 
We would also encourage you to enrich your learning with other 
activities and you would progress to Year 13 if you have  
successfully completed the first year.

On the Standard Pathway you would need  
B-C (6+) entry requirement.

You would usually do 3 qualifications, either A-Level, BTEC or CTEC 
with structured self-study for wider reading.

We would also encourage you to enrich your learning with other 
activities and you would progress to Year 13 if you have successfully 
completed the first year.

On the Consolidating Pathway you would  
need C (5+) plus teacher recommendation  
entry requirement.

You would do 3 qualifications, either A-Level, BTEC or CTEC  
with compulsory GCSE English or Maths if Grade 4 has not been 
achieved in one.

We would also encourage you to enrich your learning with other 
activities and you would progress to Year 13 if you have successfully 
completed the first year.

On the Pathway to your Employment you would 
need F+ (2+) entry requirement. 
 
You will choose one of these main courses 
• BTEC in Business & Retail Knowledge 
• BTEC in Public Service 
• BTEC in Technical Creative Digital Media 
 
In addition there will be a Work Experience placement linked to the 
course and compulsory GCSE English/Literacy and Maths/Numeracy 
if Grade 4 has not been achieved.We would also encourage you to 
enrich your learning with other activities and you would progress  
to Level 3 or move on to college or an apprenticeship, when you 
have been successful.



Lord Grey School   www.lordgrey.org.uk Tel : 01908 626160LORD GREY SIXTH FORM8

Pathway to Employment
For this course students can select from a range of options.  Each course will prepare young people for the world of work.  The choices are Public Services, 
Business & Retail  Knowledge and Digital Media Production. In addition anyone without a GCSE Grade 4 in Mathematics  or English will be expected  
to join the re-sit classes. A work experience opportunity will also be on offer and be organised for the learners.

This is a vocational qualification that 
is equivalent to Grade 4 or above.  This is a 

practical, work-related course designed to meet 
the needs of students wishing to pursue a career in one 

of the uniformed public services (armed forces, police, fire 
service, ambulance service, prison service, H.M. Revenue and 
Customs, border Agency and coastguard).  Students will carry 
out research projects, take part in practical activities and study 

situations that affect the public sector.

If you are active and willing to try new experiences;  
it provides excellent preparation for employment or higher 

education as you will have the opportunity to learn 
how to work as a team, develop leadership and 
communication skills that are transferable to 

any public service position.

 
BTEC First Award  
in Public Services

Assessment 
Most units will be internally evaluated  

through assignments. Examples of  
typical evidence will include producing  
reports, presentations, posters, leaflets  

and the demonstration of practical skills.  
One unit is externally assessed by  

a written examination.
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This technical qualification will give students the  
opportunity to develop practical skills and develop their 

knowledge and understanding of a Digital Media production.  
Students will complete a number of units developing skills in 
a variety of areas including: digital games production, web 

creation and audio production.

 
BTEC Technical Award in 
Digital Media Production

Assessment 
This qualification will be internally  

assessed and externally moderated.
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Pathway to Employment

This is an excellent course which will give an insight  
into the world of work.  It will develop learners’ knowledge  
of how businesses are set up. How workers are deployed  
and the challenges businesses face to stay competitive.   

It teaches business and retail administration, how to  
reach target customers and market a successful business.

Assessment
This is by the submission of a 

portfolio of evidence. The evidence 
may be submitted in a variety of 
forms including written reports, 
presentations and role-plays.  
This is a Pass or Fail course.

 
BTEC Edexcel Award  

in Business  
& Retail Knowledge
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GCSE English and Mathematics Resits 
Students who have not achieved a Grade 4 or above in GCSE Mathematics and/or English, are legally required to continue with their studies in these 
subjects at any institution.  We offer good support and the pass rates for students going on to get their Grade 4 at Lord Grey School are higher than 
national rates.  For students on a Level 2 Pathway, they will also study literacy and numeracy all year to improve core skills.  Some students will also 
get the opportunity to take functional skills exams in literacy or numeracy at Level 1 and Level 2.

This course will allow you to demonstrate your ability in 
functional English; to investigate and analyse language; 

and, to experience and use language creatively.  The focus 
will be textual analysis, improvement of writing skills and the 
development of speaking and listening skills.  The lessons will 
be interesting using a range of techniques – video, role play, 

worksheets, debates, source analysis and display work. 
Three main skills of writing in role, analysing language and 

summarising are developed.

English GCSE

Assessment 
A combination of coursework  

and final examination.

GCSE Mathematic is mandatory for all students who have yet to 
achieve a grade 4 in this subject.  Regular work on examination 
papers will take place and lessons will focus on strengthening 

understanding of key topics.  Extra study is expected from 
students outside of lessons.

Maths GCSE

Assessment 
This course will be assessed  

through examination only.  
There is no coursework.
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A-Level Courses
Changes to A-Levels have been underway since last September and are still continuing until September 2017 and beyond.  AS and A-Levels will be 
separated – this means that AS results will no longer count towards an A-Level grade.  The examinations for the A2 grade will cover all the content from 
Year 12 and Year 13.

There will also be increased Mathematics content on many courses and questions which demand more writing.  Some examinations (for example any 
Science courses) will also re-introduce multiple choice questions.  More details on each individual course and the assessment are available on each 
Examining Body website.

The new specifications are extremely challenging and so students will be expected to work very hard, and be very determined and resilient on Level 3 
courses, such as A-Levels.

Businesses can be studied from a 
variety of perspectives. This course will require 
learners to examine a range of businesses to 

understand the myriad of ways in which they affect and 
are affected by the world around them. Strong numeracy 

skills will be applied in business contexts, helping students 
to develop powers of analysis and expression. Developing 

economic understanding is also a fundamental element of the 
course as learners understand how human behaviour impacts 

on businesses. Strategic decision making becomes a key 
focus in the latter stages of the course where students 

will be introduced to tools used by organisations to 
plan future activities. This course will appeal to hard 

working, well-organised students with a good 
command of written English.

 
A-Level Business

Edexcel AS specification: 8BSO 
Edexcel A2 specification: 9BSO

Assessment 
Assessment is by examination only.   

At AS, there are two written,  
data response papers. The full  

A-Level course examines understanding  
gained across both years and comprises  

three written papers.

Leadership of the sixth form is good. Numbers in the sixth 
form are growing because of the range of courses available 
to students. Improved systems to check on students’ 
progress have been introduced. This has led to improved 
outcomes in Year 12 across many subjects and continued 
good results at A-Level and in work-related options.
 
Ofsted Report, Lord Grey School, July 2014

“

”



A-Level English Literature and Government & Politics
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”

This two year course takes an historicist approach 
to the study of literature that relies upon the reading of 

texts within a shared context.   

Students will read a wide range of writing from Shakespeare, 
through Austen and Bronte to modern authors such as Ian 
McEwan, F Scott Fitzgerald and Timberlake Wertenbaker.  
GCSE Grade 6 in English and English Literature is required 
and the love for reading and the analysis of text. This is an 
A2 route way only course, however, there will be rigorous 

internal testing to ensure students are ready for their 
exam papers.

 
A-Level  

English Literature
AQA A2 specification: 7712/2B

Assessment 
This course is assessed through three 
components: two written examinations  

(80% of total marks) and one independent  
critical study (20% of total marks).

This course will enable students to understand the 
political systems of both Britain and the United States 

in detail. Students will also consider core concepts such 
as democracy, power, legitimacy, equality and social justice 

which are as relevant today as they have ever been.

Government and Politics is considered a strong academic  
option by universities and can naturally lead on to further study 

in History, Law or the Social Sciences, for example,  
or employment in a wide variety of fields.  A good level  
of literacy will be required to be successful and access 

course materials.

 
A-Level Government  

& Politics
Edexcel AS specification: 8GP01 
Edexcel A2 specification: 9GP01

Assessment 
Students will study two units at both  

AS and A2 level and sit two 90 minute  
long exams at the end of each year.  
There is no coursework element.
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The options are linked by the 

theme of revolutions that span the 
early modern and modern periods. While the 

revolutionary upheavals in each country involved the 
overthrow of existing monarchies, the causes and the 

consequences of these revolutions differed in important ways. 
Students will study the causes and course of their chosen 

revolutions, and the outcome for the people of Britain, Russia 
and France. Studying three different countries allows students to 
develop a greater appreciation of the nature of revolutions and 

the similarities and contrasts between them.

The coursework unit requires students to research 
the French Revolution and in particular address 
the historiographical and controversial issues 

surrounding the causes of the revolt.  

This engaging and flexible course gives students the 
opportunity to engage with the relationship of human 

populations to each other over space and time; study the 
relationship between human populations with their physical 

environment at a variety of scales from the local to the global; 
consider their own role in relation to themes and issues being 
studied and the roles, values and attitudes of others including 

decision makers.

 
A-Level History

Edexcel AS specification: 8HI01 
Edexcel A2 specification: 9HI01

 

A-Level Geography
AQA AS specification: 7036 
AQA A2 specification: 7037

Assessment 
Students are assessed through standard  

essays and source-based analysis essays.   
The coursework unit, comprising of  
two essays, will be submitted in the  

spring of Year 13, plus written 
 examinations.

 
Assessment 

At AS there are two components to 
be assessed on.  For A-Level there 

are three more; made up of two 
exams and fieldwork.

A-Level History and Geography
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A-Level German and Spanish
These A-Levels are taught by Lord Grey staff and students from other schools in Milton Keynes also attend these lessons.  There are also Master-classes 
during the year for students of A-Level languages across Milton Keynes.  While studying a language, assistance and support will be gained from working 
with assistants, where possible. Study visits, exchanges and newspaper days are organised during the course.  Previous trips have included Berlin, the 
French Alps, Montpellier, Barcelona and Andalucía.  These activities hugely enhance enjoyment of the subject and the eventual level of achievement.

Both languages involve a two-year course with the final 
exam taking place at the end of Year 13. Students will 

cover a range of topics such as the evolution of family life, 
the impact of technology and different cultural aspects of the 

target-language country.  Students will also have the opportunity 
to study a film in Year 12 and a book in Year 13. 

Studying languages will help students to develop a greater 
understanding of the wider world and to become efficient 

communicators both in spoken and written form.

 
A-Level German

AQA AS German Specification: 7661 
AQA A2 German Specification: 7662

 
A-Level Spanish 

AQA AS Spanish Specification: 7691 
AQA A2 German Specification: 7692

Assessment 
The course is assessed through a speaking 

examination along with two units testing  
Listening, Reading and Writing. Learners will  

be required to demonstrate knowledge on  
the topics covered during the year. There will  

be assessments throughout the year in  
order to prepare the students for  

their final examinations.
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The course consists of 

three areas of Mathematics:  
Pure, Mechanics and Statistics. Pure 

Mathematics involves topics like Trigonometry, 
Number Series, Calculus and Co-ordinate Geometry.  
It is about concepts, ideas and problem solving, with 

algebra being a core skill.

Mechanics contains such topics as Rigid Bodies, Modelling, 
Forces in Equilibrium and Motion under Forces. Statistics looks at 
how information is processed, and how probability can be used 

to make judgements. It contains such topics as the Normal 
Distribution, Conditional Probability, Hypothesis Testing and 

Analysis of a Data Set.

Further Mathematics AS Level may be available 
for suitable candidates who are prepared to 

work independently.

Students will learn scientific information such as the aims, 
procedures and findings of studies but learners will also need 
to be able to evaluate these theories critically. There will be 

an opportunity to study many of the core areas of psychology 
including Social Influence, Memory, Psychopathology,  
Research Methods, Issues and Debates, Aggression  

and Forensic Psychology.

 
A-Level Mathematics
AQA AS specification: 7356 
AQA A2 specification: 7357 

 Further Mathematics  
AQA AS specification: 7366

 

A-Level Psychology 
AQA AS specification: 7181 
AQA A2 specification: 7182

Assessment
This is by written papers, with 
two taken at the end of Year 12 

for the AS qualification, and three 
taken at the end of Year 13 for the 
full A-Level qualification. Further 

Mathematics consists of two 
papers taken at the end of 

two years.

 
Assessment 

The course will be evaluated at  
AS by two written papers and  

A2 by three written papers.

A-Level Mathematics and Psychology
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This course is about learning to express 
yourself more efficiently through visual means.  

Students will learn to use and select primary and 
secondary source materials, record their observations 
experiences and ideas. Learners will respond visually 

to artists and other cultures and be able to analyse and 
evaluate their own work and that of others demonstrating an 
understanding of context. Students will visually explore and 

develop different ideas, media and processes and learn to further 
modify and refine their work before creating a final piece.  This 
is a two year linear course, and students are required to have 

achieved a high C grade or above at GCSE, to be able to 
complete the standard of work required successfully.  

It will be co-taught alongside Textiles.

This is a two year linear course.  

Students will learn to use and select primary and 
secondary source materials, record their observations 

experiences and ideas. Learners will respond visually to artists 
and other cultures and be able to analyse and evaluate their 

own work and that of others, demonstrating an understanding of 
context and concept. Different ideas media and processes will 
be visually explored and ideas developed. Students will learn 

to further modify and refine their work before creating a 
final piece.  It will be co-taught alongside Art.

 
A-Level Art & Design 

Edexcel A2 specification: 9AD0

 

A-Level Art & Design:  
Textile Design

 Edexcel A2 specification: 9TE0

Assessment 
The course is heavily weighted towards  
the personal portfolio and it counts for  

60% of the final grade. The exam  
element of the course counts for  

the remaining 40%.

 
Assessment 

The course is heavily weighted towards  
the personal portfolio and it counts for  

60% of the final grade. The examination  
element of the course counts for  

the remaining 40%.

A-Level Art & Design and Textile Design
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This exciting new specification gives candidates the 
opportunities to really develop and demonstrate creative 

product design skills. It encourages students to take a broad 
view of design technologies and the opportunity to further deepen 
their understanding of designing and manufacture.  Learners are 

expected to make a single product or prototype.

 
A-Level Design  
& Technology:  
Product Design

 AQA AS specification: 7551 
AQA A2 specification: 7552

Assessment 
The course will be evaluated at AS level  

by a non-exam assessment and a two hour 
written paper.  The A2 level will be a  

non-exam assessment and two  
written exam papers.

This A-Level has a straightforward structure  
with three components, one that focuses on devising, 

one that focuses on performing and one that focuses on 
practical exploration of texts to interpret them  

for performance. 

This specification focuses on the practical exploration of 
performance texts, including exploring them in light of the work 

of theatre practitioners. The performance texts that will be 
studied for the exam will require students to articulate how 

they would perform in certain roles, design for certain 
scenes and interpret a text for performance, putting 

practical work at the heart of the specification.  

 
 

A-Level Drama &  
Theatre Studies 

AS specification is 8DR0 
A2 specification is 9DR0

Assessment  
One unit is internally assessed  

by the teacher.  The other two units  
are externally examined by 

the Examining Body.

A-Level Product Design and Drama & Theatre Studies
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Many consider film to be the main 
cultural innovation of the 20th century 

and a major art form of the last hundred years.  
Those who study it bring with them enthusiasm 

and excitement for what is a powerful and culturally 
significant medium, inspiring a range of responses from the 
emotional to the reflective.  Film Studies consequently makes 
an important contribution to learning, offering the opportunity 
to investigate how film works both as a powerful channel of 

representation and as an aesthetic medium.  Production work 
is a crucial part of this course and is integral to learners’ 
study of film; apply their knowledge and understanding 
to their own filmmaking and screenwriting.  Due to the 
substantial written element, a firm grasp of the English 

language and success in GCSE English would be 
particularly beneficial to anyone wishing to 

study the course.

 
A-Level Film Studies

WJEC Eduqas AS specification 
WJEC Eduqas A2 specification

Assessment 
Four examined components and  

two internally assessed components  
across the A-Level.

A-Level Film Studies

The teachers in the Sixth Form are so helpful and 
supportive.  I love my choice to stay at Lord Grey.

”

”
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A-Level Biology

 
This is an interesting course because students will 

cover aspects of the working of the human body, disease, 
evolution and biodiversity, and suits people who are very 
strong at Science at GCSE level and who would enjoy the 

challenge of understanding the mechanisms that underpin life. 
Former students have gone on to study Natural Sciences, Biology, 

Biochemistry, Biotechnology and Genetics at university.  
 

You need to be numerate, logical and very hard  
working to succeed.

 
A-Level Biology 

OCR AS specification: H020 
OCR A2 specification: H420

Assessment 
Two examinations at AS Level and  

three examinations and the  
Practical Endorsement at A-Level.
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Chemistry is a fascinating subject. It blends the  
logical with the fantastic and suits students with 

enquiring minds who like making links and seeing patterns. 
It covers areas of organic, inorganic and physical Chemistry, 

plus practical laboratory skills. Chemistry is the most important 
A-Level for medicine related courses.  

This course will suit learners who are very strong at Science at 
GCSE level and who would enjoy the challenge of  

understanding how the world works.  
It is essential to be logical, numerate and very hard 

working to succeed.

This subject is ideal for any students who are very strong 
at both GCSE Science and GCSE Maths. It requires logical 

thinking and excellent problem solving skills. The mathematical 
content of Physics is very high and it is recommended  

that Physics is taken in conjunction with A-Level Maths.  
Physics lends itself to studying Maths, Physics, Chemistry, 

Engineering, Economics and Computing at university.

 
A-Level Chemistry

OCR AS specification: H032 
OCR A2 specification: H432

 

A-Level Physics

 OCR AS specification: H156 
OCR A2 specification: H556

Assessment 
Two examinations at AS Level and 

 three examinations and the Practical 
Endorsement at A-Level.

 
Assessment 

Two examinations at AS Level and  
three examinations and the  

Practical Endorsement at A-Level.

A-Level Chemistry and Physics
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“ ”
I am aiming for a career in Science or 
Engineering.  I will need good grades for 
my university place and the teacher’s help, 
support and encouragement is assisting me 
to achieve the results I require.

 
This course allows students to explore aspects 

and uses of Science applicable to the world around us.  
Students will learn broad ideas about Physics, Chemistry and 

Biology.  They will then apply these ideas for testing, measuring 
and analysing practical situations.  Students will develop 

independent research skills through coursework assignments, 
controlled assessment and an examination.

As well as good Science skills, C grade or better, good literacy 
and numeracy skills will be required by students on this 

course, therefore around Grade 5 minimum in both 
English and Mathematics would be desirable.

 
BTEC National  

Extended Certificate  
in Applied Science 

Specification:  
(360GLH) (601/7436/5)

Assessment 
The four units for this course are  

assessed by a mixture of an examination,  
assignments and an externally set  

and marked practical investigation.

BTEC National Extended Certificate in Applied Science
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This course provides learners with the opportunity through 
applied learning to develop the core specialist knowledge,  
skills and understanding required in the business sector.  

Students will complete five units covering a variety of themes 
including: the business environment, working in business and 

customers and communication.

 
Cambridge Technical 
Extended Certificate  

in Business
OCR specification: 05389

Assessment 
Students will complete three examined  

units and two internally assessed  
coursework units across two years.  

Students will be graded at Pass,  
Merit or Distinction.

Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in Business

Students’ achievement in the sixth form is good. Over time, 
it is clear that students make rapid gains in their learning 
and are successful in both academic and  
work-related examinations.

Ofsted Report, Lord Grey School, July 2014

“ “
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This course provides learners with the opportunity through 
applied learning to develop their knowledge and understanding 
of the principles of IT and global information systems.  Students 

will complete 5 units covering a variety of themes including: 
Fundamentals of IT, Global information and cyber security and 

product development.

 
Cambridge Technical 

Extended Certificate in IT

 Specification: 05838

Assessment 
Students will complete 3 examined units  

and 2 internally assessed coursework units  
across two years. Students will be  

graded at Pass, Merit or Distinction.

Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in IT
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“ ”
The Sixth Form has been full of 
opportunities and I have established good 
relationships with my teachers and fellow 
students.

This course offers 
understanding by empowering 

students to work with media products, 
production processes and technologies and leads 

to practical and creative skills that transfer into the 
workplace. Unit choices cover a range of media including: 
print, television and film and the course is mostly project 

based, so this course is ideal for learners who perform better 
in coursework elements.  Research into production techniques 
are combined with studies of genre, narrative, representation, 
industry and audience; to give students an understanding of 

what it takes to succeed in the Media industry.  Digital Media 
is a highly practical course that requires considerable time 

and effort outside of the classroom in order to complete 
filming and editing work.  There are compulsory 

units - Media Products and Audiences, Pre-
production and Planning and Create a 

Media Product.

 
Cambridge Technical 

Extended Certificate in 
Digital Media

  OCR specification: 05844

Assessment 
Two mandatory examined units  

and between two and four internally  
assessed coursework units.  Points are  

calculated to give a Distinction*,  
Distinction, Merit or Pass grade.

Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in Digital Media
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Cambridge Technical Extended Certificate in Health & Social Care  
and Sport & Physical Activity

This course offers an 
excellent balance of practical 

and theoretical lessons.  

This qualification provides students with the 
knowledge and skills required for progression – 

making sure students are prepared to progress to 
degree level, an apprenticeship or work and comprises 

of five units.

If you have studied GCSE PE, gained a C or above 
(or equivalent) and are interested in a sport related 

career, this is the course for you. Due to the 
substantial written element of this course, a firm 

grasp of the English Language is required. 
This should be reflected in previously 

gained qualifications, including 
Grade 5 in English.

 
 

CTEC in Sport  
& Physical Activity
OCR specification: 05827

Assessment  
Three mandatory units are assessed by  
a sixty minute written exam made up  

of short or long answer questions.  
The remaining two units are  

internally assessed.

This course provides learners with the 
opportunity to develop the core specialist 

knowledge, skills and understanding required in 
this sector.

The units covered will give learners an understanding 
of Health and Social Care in the wider contexts of 
different environments and settings where care 
takes place.  Learners will develop transferable 

skills such as communication, research, 
planning and organisation.

 
CTEC in Health  
& Social Care

OCR specification: 05831

Assessment 
Three units are assessed through  
external written papers and three  

units are internally assessed pieces  
of coursework which are  

externally moderated.



Extended Project Qualification

The Extended Project is a great course for academic 
students with a particular interest not covered completely 
with their A-Level courses. Last year we had projects on 
‘Eugenics and Genetic Engineering’ and ‘Was Alan Turing 
autistic?’ for example. The results in 2016 were stunning 
with three quarters of all projects achieving a C or better 
and 42% achieving an A or A*

”

”
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This exciting Level 3 course is equivalent to an  

AS Level.  It allows students to select a topic of their 
choice on: writing a dissertation or report; creating an 

artefact or design; organising an event or putting  
on a performance, for example in music or dance.   

A supervisor will guide the student through.

It will develop a student’s project management skills and  
allow them to think independently.  It can increase confidence 
and get a student ready for university.  It takes commitment, 

organisation, self motivation and the ability to re-draft  
and refine work.

 
Extended Project 

Qualification

Assessment 
An extended written essay showing  
the steps of: planning, researching,  

realising and reviewing.



This award is a nationally recognised qualification, 
providing a stepping stone into employment in the 

sport industry and higher education.  It provides skills and 
experience for those wanting to deliver sports and recreational 

activities to a variety of community groups such as older people, 
children and people with disabilities.  The Level 3 Qualification in 
Sports Leadership (HSL3) provides learners with 16 UCAS points 

for all learners who complete the qualification.

It is essential students have achieved the Sports Leaders 
Level 2 Award or can provide evidence of coaching/

leadership outside of school.

 
Sports Leaders  

UK Qualification in  
Sports Leadership  

(HSL3)

Assessment 
This course is based on portfolio,  
practical and community work.

Qualification through Enrichment

Arts Award

This is the highest level at Level 3 on the 
Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF), and 

develops young people’s creativity, communication, 
planning, teamwork and leadership skills. This award is 

also recognised on the UCAS Tariff (35 points). Gold has been 
designed for young people  

aged 16 to 25. 

You will need to plan your work with an adviser and keep  
a record by creating your own Arts Award Portfolio. Your 
style of portfolio can be a diary, video, website blog – or 

something different altogether. 

Assessment 
Comprises of two units - Personal Arts 

Development and Arts Project Leadership.  
It will take around 90 hours to  

complete, working with an adviser  
and independently.
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Careers Education  
& Guidance
At Lord Grey Sixth Form we want to prepare all our learners for life beyond their Post-16 courses. For many learners this will be in the form of extensive 
help applying to university and understanding the process. We offer a wide ranging programme of university visits supported by in-house sessions including 
personal finance.

Provision is made to assist our most able learners in applications to the very best universities. 

Those learners not wishing to progress to university have extensive careers guidance with access to careers support and help within school on applications 
and curriculum vitae. Interview training is available and our extensive contacts with local businesses help us to ensure those learners not continuing to 
university embark on clear career progression. 

We also offer a range of opportunities for work-related learning with learners being able to get involved in Young Enterprise Business Challenge. 

Through our Enrichment Programme learners have the opportunity to explore ideas from a wide range of outside speakers from business to charities and 
public service. 

We provide many opportunities and excellent support to help you to  be successful at school and beyond.

Oxbridge, potential Oxford University or Cambridge University candidates will be given a programme of 
support, coaching and guidance.  

Destinations
Showing some of the recent universities Lord Grey Sixth Form students have progressed to, in order to continue 
and further their studies.

We have a very low drop-out rate of 
students who go to  university compared 
with the national figure.  The team at 
Lord Grey are hugely experienced on 
giving UCAS advice and this leads to 
lots of successful applications to a 
variety of universities across the UK and 
sometimes abroad.

Degree University

Accountancy & Finance Oxford Brookes University

Biochemistry The University of Nottingham

Biomedicine Newcastle University

Childhood Studies University of Greenwich 

Computer Science University of York

Economics University of Leeds

Event & Festival Management Bucks New University

Fashion Marketing & Branding Leeds Beckett University

Football Business & Marketing UCFB Wembley

Foundation Computing leading to BSc De Montfort University Leicester

Law Birmingham City University

Maastricht Science Programme University of Maastricht

Mathematics University of Portsmouth

Maths University of Reading

Mechanical Engineering The University of Sheffield

Media, Communications and PR Swansea University

Natural Science The University of Nottingham

Politics & International Relations Nottingham Trent University

Primary Education University of Northampton 

Primary School Teaching University of Bedfordshire

Psychology De Montfort University Leicester

Psychology City, University of London
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Graduation Certificate

Enrichment has a vital role in a student’s development.  
It helps to develop soft skills and personal qualities, such as 
leadership, initiative, perseverance and team spirit, which 
prepare them for adulthood, university and employment.  
Both employers and Admissions Tutors are keen to reward, 
not just academic success, but other skills and qualities 
that will provide learners with lifelong benefits. Completing 
the Lord Grey Sixth Form Graduation Certificate will 
provide students with an opportunity to develop these skills 
and qualities outside of their studies. Some enrichment 
activities also include accreditation by national examination 
boards recognised by universities and employers. 
 
Achievement of a Lord Grey Graduation Certificate will entitle 
learners to attend a ‘graduation’ celebration. 

In order to achieve a Graduation Certificate students will  
be expected to demonstrate their commitment to  
developing skills and qualities across three core areas; 
Personal Development, Work Related Learning and 
Community Contribution. There are many ways in which they 
can accumulate credits towards their certificate and learners 
will be able to tailor their certificate to suit their own needs 
and interests.

Students have taken part in a huge range of activities 
in order to earn certificates. Activities organised and 
coordinated by Lord Grey Sixth Form include, Extended 
Project Qualification, Level 3 Sports Leadership, Young 
Enterprise, Duke of Edinburgh Awards, Work Experience  
and EAL mentoring. Students have also earned credits through 
attending a wide range of careers activities, supporting 
younger learners within lessons, being ambassadors for the 
school, taking part in competitions and performances and 
work experience at local primary schools. These experiences 
provide students with a wealth of incredibly valuable 
skills that make them very attractive applicants for jobs, 
apprenticeships and university places. 

Enrichment

EXTENDED 
PROJECT

ARTS AWARD:
PERFORMING 
ARTS & MUSIC

CAREERS

PART TIME 
EMPLOYMENT

ACADEMIC 
PATHWAYS

VOCATIONAL 
PATHWAYS

RE-SITS

FA N TA S T I C  C O U R S E S  A N D  PA S T O R A L  S U P P O R T  L E A D I N G  T O :

G R A D U AT I O N  C E R T I F I C AT E  2 0 1 6 - 2 0 1 7/ 2 0 1 8

SPORTS 
LEADERS
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Talk to us...
Should you have any questions or concerns regarding the next step, please feel free to contact the Sixth Form team who will 
be happy to arrange an appointment, or visit our website.

Lord Grey School

Rickley Lane, Bletchley Milton Keynes MK3 6EW

Tel: 01908 626160    Fax: 01908 366    www.lordgrey.org.uk

Or if you would prefer to email us: sixthform@lordgrey.org.uk

What happens next?

• Choose your courses and fill in an Application Form in January 2017.

•  Between February and April the Sixth Form Team will interview every applicant and make conditional offers to take up a  
route depending on predicted GCSE results.

•  In June there are two ‘Induction and Selection Days’.  Students go to sessions in the subjects they have applied for  
and are given work to complete over the summer.

• Students receive their GCSE results on Thursday 24th August.

•  On Results Day and the following few days the Sixth Form Team will meet and ‘Pre-Enrol’ students into the Sixth Form.

•  In September students are put through a series of aptitude tests and tasks to make sure they are on the right courses.

•  If this all goes well learners sign the ‘Learning Contract’ and are now fully enrolled at Lord Grey Sixth Form.



P R O S P E C T U S  


