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For Your Information
Please make sure you bring this booklet with you and your parents to the Year 8
Preparation for Year 9 Evening on Thursday 19th April and keep it safe afterwards. You will
need the Options Choice Form to let us know your decisions. This form will be handed out
at the Preparation for Year 9 Evening on 19th April 2018.
In this booklet you will find some general information about the curriculum in Year 9, how
the options process works and information on each option to help inform your choices. The
Option Choices Form is to be returned to Student Services by Monday 23rd April 2018.
Students who hand their form in on time will be given priority over those who hand it in
late, although we are unable to guarantee any choices initially.

PLEASE NOTE, DUE TO NATIONAL CHANGES, SOME OF THE INFORMATION IN
THIS BOOKLET IS PROVISIONAL AND COULD CHANGE.
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An Introduction to Year 9
From September 2018 you will be starting your examination courses. The next three years
will be very important for your future. We believe it is important for each student to
receive a broad and balanced curriculum, with some tailoring to personal needs and skills.
This will allow you to have greater educational and career choices in the future.
You will be studying GCSEs (General Certificate of Secondary Education). Many GCSEs are
now 100% examination, and the examinations are much harder. You will need to work
hard throughout your three years of study. You must make sure that your work in Year 9
and Year 10 is completed to the best of your ability, is neat and detailed, and kept safe.
You will need to look back through this work when you sit your examinations in the
summer of 2021. There are other types of qualifications on offer too (e.g CiDa, BTEC, CTEC,
VCERT). You will complete examinations in Year 9, Year 10 and in the autumn of Year 11 to
prepare for your real examinations in the summer of 2021.
No more GCSE A*- G grades and a higher standard required for a good pass
The familiar A*- G grades have been replaced with a number scale where 9 is the highest
and 1 the lowest. Grade 9 is likely to be equivalent to a grade higher than the current A*.
Grade 5 will likely be seen as a “good” pass at GCSE.
Good basic English skills are essential. Additional marks will be awarded for the accuracy of
spelling, punctuation and grammar (SPaG) in questions that require extended answers in
the exams of these subject areas: English Language, English Literature, Geography and
History.
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Subjects
Core Curriculum - What Everyone Studies






English Language and English Literature: usually leading to two GCSEs
Mathematics: usually leading to one GCSE qualification
Science GCSE: leading to two or three GCSE qualifications
Core Physical Education: which can sometimes lead to Duke of Edinburgh or
Sports Leader Award qualifications
At least one of GCSE Geography, GCSE History or GCSE Languages: leading to a
GCSE qualification.

Option Subjects
In Year 9 you have an element of choice. This section has the list of option subjects. We
want you to choose the subjects you want to do, but you need to think about it very
carefully.

Do choose subjects which you like

Do choose subjects at which you are successful

Do choose subjects which may help you in a career or Further Education

Do find out everything you can about the subject before you choose it

Do talk to teachers, parents and the Independent and Impartial Careers Advice
and Guidance Officer, and other students in your Form

Do choose subjects which you many want to study in the Sixth Form.

Cross Curricular Activities
During Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11 there will be theme days focussing on aspects of
Religious Education, PSHE and Careers Education and Guidance and becoming a great
citizen. This will involve being “off timetable” for a chunk of time to complete a series of
activities and involve guest speakers with a focus on a particular theme. Such activities will
enrich the curriculum.

Who can help with the choice?










Your parents
Your Form Tutor
Your subject teachers
Your Head of House or Assistant Head of House
Independent and Impartial Careers Advice and Guidance Officer
Current Year 9+ students
Inclusive Learning staff
Mentors
Sixth Form team.
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Further Information
Choosing your Options













Most of your timetable is not chosen by you. Only ten of the twenty five hours on
your timetable are chosen by you
You must make four choices
You MUST choose at least ONE of the following subjects: Geography, History, French
or German. (If you choose French or German it must be the language you are currently studying). Italian can be selected no matter what core language you have studied.
Tick your preferred choice from Option A, Option B, Option C and Option D. You
MUST also write an R next to one subject in each Option as a RESERVE subject, in
case you do not get your first choice. Do not select a subject more than once
Capability within your preferred course will be taken into consideration when
allocating places, as will teacher and Form Tutor recommendation
Courses will only run if there are sufficient students and we can guarantee
specialist staff
Inclusive Learning staff may advise students they work with on which courses they
should consider choosing to be more successful
The number of places available on some courses may be limited
There is no guarantee that every student will be given all their top choices. This is
why we ask you for RESERVE choices.
Please DO NOT select Art and Art Textiles.

What you have to do when you’ve made your choice
Please complete the Option Choice Form, giving your preferences, and return it to Student
Services, as soon as possible, the deadline being 23rd April 2018.
The form must be signed by your parents.
Students who hand their form in on time will be given priority over those who hand it in
late.
A letter will be sent home in the summer term to inform you of the option decisions. They
will not be finalised until the return slip from that letter is sent back to school.
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Further Information
Careers and the Options Process
For many students (and their parents) the options process is the first time that young
people really begin to think about future careers and the working world and begin to
consider how the options they choose may impact on their future.
For those that are quite unsure about what they want to do (which is very common at just
12 or 13!) please be reassured that as there are a number of subjects which you must
continue with into Key Stage 4 (KS4), this keeps a wide range of career options open for
you. In the vast majority of cases, picking (or not picking) a particular subject, is unlikely to
stop you from pursuing a particular career. However, it is important to research your
options fully. This is the first time that you have had an element of choice regarding the
subjects that you study and so we encourage you to find out as much as you can about the
subject, to ensure that it is going to be something you are going to enjoy studying for the
next three years and a subject you feel you can do well in.
It is also interesting to see where particular subjects could take you in the future,
particularly if you chose to continue with this in the future, and there are a number of
resources that can help you with this. We are planning a number of activities to support
you with this in school.


Career workout sessions for all Year 8s in March, which allow you to meet with a
wide range of employed people in the local area, giving you ideas for the future.



Year 8 Careers Day on 20th April with a particular focus on making decisions,
employment and further study.



Michelle White, our qualified Careers Advisor will be available at the Preparation for
Year 9 evening on 19 April.



Michelle White will also be running presentations at the Year 8 Parents Evening to
show parents some of the careers resources you can use to support your child.
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Further Information
Careers and the Options Process
At home some of the resources you may find useful show below.


The Job Explorer Database – this is a paid-for resource that you can access via the
Careers section of Moodle under the section ‘Finding out about jobs and careers’.
There is a quiz that students can complete. The ‘Suits Me’ quiz asks students a range
of questions about their interests, personalities and preferred ways of working and
then gives them some suggested career ideas to consider. Students can also search
by job groups; for example, if they are interested in a career in healthcare, they can
explore a wide range of careers in this area. They can also search by subject. This
may be useful at this point in time, as it can help students to link subjects that they
are interested in, to a wide range of career options.



www.icould.com
This is a free resource which enables students to watch videos of people talking about
their jobs – and again can be searched by subject.



https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk/
This resource enables students to read job profiles of a wide range of careers. It also
provides access to a skills health assessment check and provides advice about
Curriculum Vitae and job searching, which may be useful in the future. The National
Careers Service also have a helpline and web chat facility should students wish to gain
some individual advice 0800 100 900 and they are open 8am–10pm, seven days a
week.

All of these resources have Labour Market Information (LMI) attached to them. We have
been trying to make students aware of LMI and how useful it can be when exploring
opportunities. High quality LMI can assist with decision-making and can give an indication
of likely expected incomes for particular jobs and careers, average working hours, how
competitive the area is to get into, and indeed how many vacancies exist in a particular
area. This can help to reduce the likelihood of a mismatch between a young person
following a particular path, only to discover that there are few opportunities in the area
they wish to work in.

9

Core Subjects
These remain compulsory
throughout
Year 9 - Year 11

CORE

GCSE English Language and GCSE English Literature
Examination Board: Eduqas
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
Students study a variety of fiction, non-fiction and visual texts in different forms.
Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on the skills which students need for the study
of GCSE English Language and English Literature in Years 10 and Year 11. Students examine
how language shapes our understanding of texts and develop their own skills as critical
readers, viewers, writers, speakers and listeners. Students develop “competences” in
critical understanding, cultural understanding, creativity and technical accuracy.
What will I study in Year 9?
 Prose Study - Students study at least two texts in detail over the year and this provides an
opportunity for students to study in depth, analysing plot, characterisation, setting and
language in preparation for GCSE English Literature
 Shakespeare - Students study a selection of key scenes and characters from a range of
Shakespeare's plays. This introduces them to Shakespearean language and begins
developing the tools necessary to analyse Shakespeare at GCSE level
 Poetry - Students learn about poetic techniques to develop skills to compare poems for
the GCSE English and English Literature papers
 Non–fiction Texts - Students analyse different types of media texts. They learn how to
interpret different types of text in detail, such as newspapers, journals, magazines and
website news items. They are also exposed to the types of questions that they will need
to answer in their GCSE examinations
 Modern Drama - Students study a modern play in depth and look specifically at key
scenes that are analysed using GCSE guidelines to emphasise context and genre
 Creative Writing - Students learn to use many descriptive techniques effectively and
rehearse writing in role using these to impact a reader.
WHAT KINDS OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
Students participate in a wide range of activities which involve the study and creation of
texts. They study how meaning is created but also become creators themselves. They learn
to understand audience, purpose and form through interactive participation in group,
paired and individual situations. Activities range from drama to presentations and extended
writing.
ASSESSMENT
In Year 9 students are assessed every half term in skills related to the GCSE criteria. There
will be a range of reading, writing and speaking and listening assessments to help their
understanding of the GCSE criteria. The final exams are 100% externally examined; there
are not any controlled assessments.
PROGRESSION
English at GCSE is required by most employers, colleges and higher education institutions.
English and English Literature are available at a wide range of universities. Students
studying English Language or Literature A-Level develop the skills required to pursue any
career which requires a sophisticated understanding of language, for example; law,
journalism, teaching, publishing and further academic pursuits.
Please visit: www.eduqas.co.uk for more information.
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CORE

GCSE Mathematics
Examination Board: AQA
COURSE CONTENT – What will I be doing?
Number
Integers and place value
Factors, multiples and primes
Rounding
Fractions
Multiplicative reasoning

Decimals
Calculations
Hierarchy of operations
Percentages
Reciprocals

Indices, powers and roots
Checking
Standard form and surds
Accuracy and bounds
Rationalising surds

Algebra
Algebra: the basics
Expressions
Inequalities
Real-life graphs
Linear equations
Inequalities
Algebraic fractions
Sequences
Quadratic graphs
Expanding brackets
Graphs of circles
Gradient and area under graphs

Expanding and factorising single brackets
Substitution into formulae
Changing the subject of formulae
Quadratic equations: expanding and factorising
Linear graphs and coordinate geometry
Proof
Graphs of trigonometric functions
Non-linear simultaneous equations
Cubic graphs
Sketching graphs
Reciprocal and exponential graphs

Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change
Ratio and proportion

Direct and inverse proportion

Geometry and Measures
Perimeter and area
Constructions, loci and bearings
Further trigonometry
Circle geometry
Geometric proof
Polygons and parallel lines
Perimeter and area
Rotations and translations

Circles, cylinders, cones and spheres
Similarity and congruence in 2D and 3D
Circle theorems
Vectors
Angles, lines and symmetry
Interior and exterior angles of polygons
3D forms and volume
Reflections and enlargements

Probability
Probability measures
Mutually exclusive outcomes
Independent events
Tree diagrams

Relative probability
Mutually exclusive events
Experimental and theoretical probability
Venn diagrams and set notation

Statistics
Averages and range
Interpreting data
Collecting data
Box plots
Tables
Pie charts
Questionnaires

Representing data
Scatter graphs
Cumulative frequency
Histograms
Charts and graphs
Scatter graphs
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CORE

GCSE Mathematics
Examination Board: AQA
WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
Students can expect to be working independently and in groups. As well as written tasks
students will also engage in practical mathematical problem solving activities. There will
also be the opportunity to use ICT to learn new skills and consolidate what has already
been learnt in class.
COURSEWORK – How much coursework will I have to do and what I can I expect it to be?
There is no coursework for GCSE Mathematics.
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
The course is worth one GCSE. Regular assessment will occur during Year 9, Year 10 and
Year 11 to ensure that suitable progress is being made. A summary of the examinations
sat at the end of the course is below.
Papers

Tier
Availability

Method of
Assessment

1, 2 and 3

Foundation and Three written
Higher.
examinations.

TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: www.aqa.org.uk

13

Marks

Calculator
Allowed?

80 marks on each
paper.

Paper 1: No
Paper 2: Yes
Paper 3: Yes

CORE

Core Physical Education
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
All students will take part in some compulsory Physical Education (P.E.) and will learn key
skills to complement Vocational Sport Science if they have been chosen as part of their
options. Each student will have the chance to learn how important P.E. is to their current
and future health and this will enable them to develop the skills that they have learnt to
help them lead an active lifestyle once they have finished school.
COURSEWORK - How much coursework will I have to do and what can I expect it to be?
There is no coursework for this subject.
WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
The students will study new and existing skills in football, hockey, netball, basketball, rugby,
tag rugby, badminton, gymnastics, outdoor education, health related fitness, cricket,
rounders, softball, and tennis. They will learn the importance of how to exercise correctly
and use this knowledge as a way of understanding how this will lead to a healthy lifestyle.
Learners will also learn key skills in communication, problem solving and teamwork along
with the rules of the sports. If students have chosen to take Vocational Sport Science, then
the skills studied from Core PE should consolidate knowledge in the assessed subjects.
In Year 10 and Year 11, students will choose from a range of activities building on those
taught in Year 7, Year 8 and Year 9 but also additional skills such as young leaders,
dodgeball and ultimate Frisbee amongst others. Sports are being continuously added to the
curriculum to keep up with the modern outlook and changes in Physical Education ethos.
PROGRESSION
As students move into Year 10 and Year 11, they are encouraged to complete awards such
as the Sports Leaders UK Level 1, Duke of Edinburgh which offers silver and bronze awards
plus various other awards to complement and develop their skills, to enable them to deliver
coaching sessions to younger students. These awards are recognised nationally and will
enable students to work towards more governing body awards or assist fully qualified
coaches in a field of expertise.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: www.dofe.org
www.sportsleaders.org
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SCIENCE GROUP X2A-C/X3/Y2A-C/Y3

CORE

GCSE Combined Science (Two GCSEs)
Examination Board: OCR
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
Students will follow the OCR specification A - Gateway Science Suite.
This course
comprises elements of Biology, Chemistry and Physics and is good preparation for A-Level
Sciences. This is an academically rigorous course and its main aims are to:






develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding
develop an understanding of nature, processes and methods of science through
different types of scientific enquiries to help students answer scientific questions
about the world around them
develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and
problem-solving skills both in the laboratory and in the field
develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through the critical analysis
of the methodology, evidence and conclusions.

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Cell Level Systems

Particles

Matter

Scaling Up

Elements, Compounds and
Mixtures

Forces

Organism Level Systems

Chemical Reactions

Electricity and Magnetism

Community Level Systems

Predicting and Identifying
Reactions and Products

Waves and Radioactivity

Interaction Between Systems

Monitoring and Controlling
Chemical Changes

Energy

Global Challenges

Global Challenges

Global Challenges

ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATION
Examinations are available at foundation and higher tier. Students will sit two
examinations for each Science subject lasting one hour and ten minutes each i.e. six exams
in total. There is no coursework element for this qualification.

TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: www.ocr.org.uk
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Working with ice cubes

Working with ice cubes

SCIENCE GROUP X1/Y1

CORE

GCSE Biology, Chemistry, Physics (Three GCSEs)
Examination Board: OCR
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
Students will follow the OCR specification A - Gateway Science Suite. This course
comprises of Biology, Chemistry and Physics with a greater depth and breadth than
Combined Science and provides the best preparation for A-Level Sciences. This is an
academically rigorous course and its main aims are to:

develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding

develop an understanding of nature, processes and methods of science through
different types of scientific enquiries to help students answer scientific questions
about the world around them

develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and
problem solving skills both in the laboratory and in the field

develop their ability to evaluate claims based on science through the critical analysis
of the methodology, evidence and conclusions.
Biology, Chemistry and Physics GCSEs will cover the following concepts.
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATION

Biology

Chemistry

Physics

Cell Level Systems

Particles

Matter

Scaling Up

Elements, Compounds and
Mixtures

Forces

Organism Level Systems

Chemical Reactions

Electricity

Community Level Systems

Predicting and Identifying
Reactions and Products

Magnetism

Interaction Between Systems

Monitoring and Controlling
Chemical Changes

Waves

Global Challenges

Global Challenges

Radioactivity
Energy
Global Challenges

Although examinations are available at foundation and higher tier, it is expected that
students studying separate Sciences would sit the higher tier papers. Students will sit two
examinations for each Science lasting one hour and forty five minutes each i.e. six exams in
total. There is no coursework element for these qualifications.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: www.ocr.org.uk
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Foundation
Subjects
(Options)
These are the subjects
you can choose
for
Year 9 - Year 11
YOU MUST SELECT FOUR OF THE
FOLLOWING SUBJECTS.
YOU WILL SELECT ONE FROM EACH OF THE
FOUR BLOCKS ON YOUR OPTION FORM.
DO NOT SELECT MORE THAN TWO
GCSE EQUIVALENT QUALIFICATION
SUBJECTS

GCSE Subjects

FOUNDATION

GCSE Art and Design
Examination Board: Edexcel
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
You will produce your coursework in class and through
homework tasks that are set. Your coursework will be known as
your personal portfolio. The tasks will be varied and you will
have the opportunity to explore a wide range of
techniques including printing, sculpture, textiles, clay, mixed
media and many more. In addition to this you will
explore your ideas through drawing and painting, skills which
underpin all the activities undertaken in Art. Along with this
practical work there is a written element which is a very
important part of your personal portfolio. For this written
element you will be taught how to write about the work of
other artists and cultures, expressing your own opinions and
also learning how to annotate your work and explain how you
have developed your own ideas and concepts.
Your externally set assignment is approached in a similar way to
your personal portfolio but unlike other exams you will
produce the work in class over a ten week period (and also at
home). This work will consist of different experiments and art
history notes as in your personal portfolio. At the end of the ten
week period you will have ten hours to produce a final piece of
art work based on the research you did in your
sketchbook.
COURSEWORK- How much work will I have to do and what
can I expect it to be?
The course is heavily weighted towards personal portfolio work and it accounts for 60% of
your final grade. The externally set assignment element of the course accounts for the
remaining 40%. You will start your personal portfolio work at the beginning of Year 9 and
you will complete the externally set assignment in Year 11.
PROGRESSION
You can go on to do A-Level Art or Textiles at Lord Grey. There are many career
opportunities that use different aspects of Art. You could become a fashion designer, a
teacher, a graphic designer, stylist, florist, print maker, publisher, model maker, sculptor
or an art therapist to name but a few. Visit www.skillset.org for more information on
careers in Art and Design.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Visit: www.edexcel.com/quals/gcse/gcse09/Art/Pages/default.aspx
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FOUNDATION

GCSE Art and Design: Textile Design
Examination Board: Edexcel
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
You will produce your coursework in class and
through homework tasks that are set. Your
coursework will be known as your personal
portfolio. The tasks will be varied and you will
have the opportunity to explore a wide range
of techniques including Batik, Embroidery, Silk
Painting, Weaving and Sculpture.
In addition to this you will explore your ideas
through drawing and painting, skills which
underpin all the activities undertaken in
Textiles.
Along with this practical work there is a written
element which is a very important part of your
personal portfolio. For this written element you
will be taught how to write about the work of
other artists and cultures expressing your own
opinions and also how to annotate your work
and explain how you have developed your own
ideas and concepts.
Your externally set assignment is approached in
a similar way to your personal portfolio but
unlike other exams you will produce the work in
class over a ten week period (and also at home).
This work will consist of different experiments
and textile history notes as in your personal
portfolio. At the end of the ten week period you
will have ten hours to produce a final piece of
textiles work based on the research you did in
your sketchbook.
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FOUNDATION

GCSE Art and Design: Textile Design
Examination Board: Edexcel
COURSEWORK - How much work will I have to do and what can I expect it to be?
The course is heavily weighted towards personal portfolio work and it accounts for 60% of
your final grade. The externally set assignment element of the course accounts for the
remaining 40%. You will start your personal portfolio work at the beginning of Year 9 and
you will complete the externally set assignment in Year 11.
PROGRESSION
You can go on to do A-Level Art or Textiles at Lord Grey. There are many career
opportunities that use different aspects of Textiles. You could become a fashion designer,
a fashion illustrator, a stylist, a print maker, accessory designer, a seamstress or a
soft-furnishing designer to name but a few.
Visit www.skillset.org for more information on careers in Fashion and Textiles.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Visit: www.edexcel.com/quals/gcse/gcse09/Art/Pages/default.aspx
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FOUNDATION

GCSE Business Studies
Examination Board: OCR
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
The course you will follow is the OCR GCSE in Business Studies. The course will encourage
you to develop investigative, analytical and evaluative skills through two units that
require you to consider how businesses operate within the wider world. The course
covers a wide variety of interesting and relevant topics, including:
Marketing and People
 Business activity
 The marketing mix
 People
Operations, Finance and influences on business
 Operations
 Finance
 The interdependent nature of business.
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
This scheme of assessment is un-tiered, covering all of the ability range with grades from
9-1. At present this course is assessed through two 90 minute examinations, each with a
50% weighting. Each paper is split into two sections. Section 1 is assessed through
multiple choice questions and is marked out of 15. Section 2 includes a combination of
Short, Medium and Extended questions and is marked out of 65.
PROGRESSION
Students who choose Business Studies have a great number of options available to them.
At Lord Grey you can progress on to CTEC Business Studies or Business at A-Level. The
range of options available in Higher Education are wide and include specialist areas such as
Marketing, Human Resources and Event Management.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: www.ocr.org.uk
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FOUNDATION

GCSE Dance
Examination Board: AQA
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
Students will participate in two hours of dance per week. They will be a mixture of
practical and theory lessons. Each term the students will complete a ‘mock’ examination
in each of the components to prepare then for Year 11. Your lessons will be a variety of
practical and theory lessons based on performance and choreography. There will be
opportunities to watch professional dance works in lessons too. You will also be visited
buy professional dance artists who will deliver practical workshops. The course is split
into two main components.
COMPONENT ONE: Performance and Choreography 60%
PERFORMANCE - Students will learn teacher taught phrases which will create a set solo
performance which will be assessed externally. Along with the teacher, students will
create and perform and duet or a trio which is assessed externally.
Both performance pieces will see the students marked on their technical ability and their
expressive skills.
CHOREOGRAPHY - Students will create either a solo or a group choreography that
explores a stimulus which is provided by AQA. The students will adopt the role of
‘choreographer’ and submit a creative interpretation of their chosen stimulus. This unit is
assessed externally.
COMPONENT TWO: Dance Appreciation 40%
This is a 1.5 hour written paper which assesses the student’s ability to:
 Show knowledge and understanding of choreographic processes.
 Show knowledge and understanding of performance skills.
 Critically appreciation their own work.
 Critically appreciate each other’s work.
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
GCSE criteria, grades 9—1, when passed.
PROGRESSION
A qualification in Dance can lead on to the following:
Professional Dancer
Professional Choreography
Dance Teacher
Dance Critic
Theatre Manager
Dance Agent
Musical Theatre Producer
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236
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FOUNDATION

GCSE Design and Technology
Examination Board: AQA
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
Students will follow the AQA Design and Technology syllabus. Students studying this
course will have to use their problem solving and design based skill set. They will make
exciting projects through using a variety of practical based skills (both 2 and 3D), improving
their computer aided design skills and also will be introduced into professional modelling
using a variety of techniques. Students will use up to date 2D and 3D modelling software
and have access to the latest industry style equipment such as laser cutters and 3D printers.
This product design work will look at different methods of designing and manufacturing
that would take place in the product design industry, students will also learn the
importance of product design, designers and their work and modern manufacturing
methods.
COURSEWORK - How much coursework will I have to do and what can I expect it to be?
Throughout this course students will design and make 2D or 3D projects and will have to
produce a project and portfolio of work as a Controlled Assessment assignment in Year 11.
ACTIVITIES
Students will cover a wide range of tasks and skills in Design Technology, but it is important
that students recognise that this subject is not all about making. Students will be expected
to use design programs to produce Computer Aided Design drawings to display their
creative ideas. Students will also be expected to be able to discuss and analyse their work,
and the work of others.
ASSESSMENT
The portfolio contributes towards 50% of your total GCSE grade and the written exam
contributes to the other 50%. There is also an expectation for students to have
mathematical understanding in the new specification. This is a GCSE course based on
GCSE criteria of grades 9-1. Controlled Assessment conditions apply for the portfolio and
the final project work.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
A GCSE in Design Technology is a good stepping stone into practical based courses, some of
which are shown below.

Automotive Design

Project Management

Architecture

Fashion

Technical Courses

Software Design

Graphic Design Courses

Illustration Courses

Interior Design and of course Product Design.
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FOUNDATION

GCSE Drama
Examination Board: Edexcel
COURSE CONTENT – What will I be doing?
This qualification will engage students through encouraging creativity by focusing on
practical work which reflects twenty-first century theatre practice and developing skills
that will support progression to further study Drama and a wide range of other subjects.
There is a strong focus on the practical exploration of performance texts. The
performance text that will be studied for the examination will require students to
articulate how they would perform in certain roles, and direct and design for certain
extracts, putting practical work at the heart of the qualification. The structure of the
course comprises of three components.
Component 1 - Devising. Coursework - 40% of the qualification. Students will work in
groups to create and develop a devised piece of drama based on a stimulus. They will be
assessed on their performance in the piece and through an accompanying portfolio which
analyses and evaluates this process. The portfolio can be handwritten/typed evidence
between 1500-2000 words or recorded/verbal evidence between 8-10 minutes or it can
be a combination of both.
Component 2 - Performance from Text. Coursework - 20% of the qualification. Students
will either perform in and/or design for two key extracts from a performance text. This
component is externally assessed by a visiting examiner. Students may work in a range of
group sizes, from solo and/or partner based routes or larger group work.
Component 3 - Theatre Makers in Practice. Written examination - 40% of the
qualification. Students will explore practically how a complete performance text might be
interpreted and realised from ‘page to stage’. This exploration will give students an insight
into how texts may be brought to life for an audience and the creative roles within this
process. Students will also analyse and evaluate their experience of a live theatre
performance as informed members of the audience. They will develop skills to recognise
the meaning created in the theatre space in order to communicate ideas to an audience.
This will give them a more critical and varied approach to their own work as theatre
makers.
COURSEWORK – How much coursework will I have to do and what can I expect it to be?
Drama is 60% coursework. The terminal exam is worth 40%. The coursework is made up
of two elements: 60% practical and 40% written. Within the practical coursework
component, students will be assessed on their acting skills, with specific focus on their use
of voice, physicality, communication with other performers and with the audience and
understanding of style, genre and theatrical conventions. All students must reflect on and
evaluate the effectiveness of the devising process within a written portfolio in Component
1. Students must analyse and evaluate ideas explored, decisions made, their collaborative
involvement and the realisation of their intentions. All students must also be aware of,
and be able to use appropriate subject-specific terminology.
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GCSE Drama
Examination Board: Edexcel
WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
The majority of the course will be taught through practical workshops, which will explore a
range of issues, ideas and approaches to text. Students will be asked to work individually,
in pairs, as a whole class but mainly in various groups. Communication and co-operation
will be vital to the students’ progression. Students will also undertake visits to the theatre
to prepare for the Live Theatre Evaluation section in the written exam. After school and
lunch time rehearsals are mandatory in order to be successful in this GCSE. Students will
always be asked to respond to the topics raised and regularly participate in class
discussions. Emphasis will be placed on rehearsal, exploration and performance, as well as
both written and verbal evaluation of the work produced, including peer assessment.
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
Component 1 - Devising. Coursework internally assessed, externally moderated 40% of the
qualification - 60 marks (15 for practical performance, 45 for the written portfolio).
Component 2 - Performance from Text. Coursework externally assessed by a visiting
examiner 20% of the qualification – 48 marks (100% practical).
Component 3 - Theatre Makers in Practice. Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes 40%
of the qualification - 60 marks (45 marks assessing the realisation of an unseen extract, 15
marks for the evaluation of a live piece of theatre).
PROGRESSION
The practice and understanding of drama and theatre arts are fundamental ways of
organising understanding of the world and call upon profound qualities of discipline and
insight. Drama is crucial in the development of the imagination, sensitivity and
self-confidence and encourages students to become creative, innovative and thoughtful
individuals. Students who successfully complete the course will have strengthened their
communication skills and developed the confidence to initiate ideas and more importantly,
share these ideas and opinions on a variety of subject matters. They are able to challenge
cultural assumptions and attitudes, something that would prove beneficial for the future.
Another important and invaluable aspect of drama is the ability to effectively analyse and
critically evaluate. GCSE Drama does not limit students to a career in theatre or television.
On the contrary, it is an incredibly versatile qualification that can lead students on a diverse
range of career paths, particularly those which require strong communication and
analytical skills.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/drama-2016.html
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GCSE Film Studies
Examination Board: Eduqas
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
Film Studies offers students the chance to explore popular mainstream films from
Hollywood as well as films outside the mainstream. Students will plan and make film
sequences as well as create a range of other film-related material like web pages and film
posters.
Completing a GCSE in Film Studies will enable students to develop knowledge and
understanding of:






the ways in which meanings and responses are generated through film
a contrasting, culturally diverse range of films from different national contexts
film as an aesthetic medium
the relationship between film and film technology over time
how films reflect the social, cultural and political contexts in which they are made.

Students will also apply their knowledge and understanding of film to filmmaking and
screenwriting.
WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
In lessons students will experience and study films and the film industry using a range of
activities. Students will analyse print and moving texts for their key codes and
conventions, conduct their own research using questionnaires and the Internet and study
the impact of the films through class discussion and case study work.
Students will practically apply their knowledge by creating short film sequences, where
they will develop and demonstrate their understanding of film visualisation, camera work,
and editing.
COURSEWORK - How much coursework will I have to do and what can I expect it to be?
The coursework element enables students to demonstrate knowledge, understanding
and skills in the exploration and analysis of film using film terminology and to
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of film by creating a genre-based
extract.
Students complete two pieces of coursework.


Production: an extract from a genre-based film or screenplay to a brief to be set by
WJEC (the screenplay must be accompanied by a shooting script of a key section
from the screenplay).
 Evaluation: an evaluative analysis of the production in relation to other films and
screenplays.
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GCSE Film Studies
Examination Board: Eduqas
WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Students study a range of film products including marketing products, film sequences,
websites alongside industry case studies into production companies. Students will
develop knowledge and understanding of film as an industry and a cultural artefact;
they will be able to identify audiences and understand how they are targeted.
For the externally assessed exam students will study at least six critically recognised,
culturally and historically significant feature-length films and the contexts in which they
were made. The six films will be selected from the following:
 three films produced within the US, at least one of which will be a Hollywood
studio film produced between 1930 and 1960, one will be an independent film and
one will be a genre film conforming to the quality threshold noted above
 one British film
 one English language film produced outside the US
 one non-English language film.
At least one film will be contemporary and at least one film will be produced between
1961 and 1990, and students will compare two of the set films in terms of their contexts,
narrative and audio-visual construction (e.g. plot, cinematography, editing, sound) and
the ways meanings and responses are generated.
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
The course is assessed through two short examinations worth 70%. (35% each).
Component 1, focuses on key developments in film. Component 2, is about global film.
Two key pieces of internally assessed coursework make up Component 3 and
account for the remaining 30% of the course.
PROGRESSION
You are in an ideal position to study Film, Media the Creative and Media Diploma,
Photography and a range of other media related courses at A-Level or BTEC. These
A-Level courses lead directly on to university courses such as Media and Film Studies,
Television Studies, Journalism, Screenwriting and Film Production. Because of its
analytical nature Film Studies is ideal for anyone who wants to continue with cultural
studies such as Humanities subjects and the links to language make it ideal with English.
The practical work fosters an understanding of ICT and develops the students’ creativity
as well.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/film-studies/gcse/
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GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition
Examination Board: AQA
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
The main focus of study will be
 Food, Nutrition and Health
 Food Science
 Food Safety
 Food Choice
 Food Provenance
NON EXAM ASSESSMENT (NEA) – How much non exam assessment will I have to do and
what can I expect it to be?
Students will under take two non exam assessments during the course.
Task 1 – Food Investigation
Students will develop an understanding of the working characteristics, functional and
chemical properties of ingredients. This will be completed through a written report
(1,500-2,000) words.
Task 2 – Food Preparation Assessment
Students will gain knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning,
preparation, cooking, presentation of food and application of nutrition related to a task.
You will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within a single period of
time, planning in advance how this will be achieved. This will be accomplished through the
creation of a written portfolio. Both non exam assessments have a practical element to
them which students will have to complete and provide photographic evidence for.
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATION
GCSE Food preparation and nutrition is assessed using the criteria of a pass grade 9-1.
These grades are achieved from non exam assessments as well as a written examination.
 Food Preparation and Nutrition (50%) Written examination.
 Non Exam Assessments (50%) completion of two tasks - an investigation and a food
preparation assessment.
PROGRESSION ROUTES
Students can go on to further study in a variety of areas in Food Preparation and Nutrition
and can take the subject further at A-Level. This course could also be beneficial when
applying for the courses below.


Hospitality and Catering, Child Care Courses, Nutrition or Dietician, Food Hygiene
Certificate, Health and Social Care Courses.

TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: www.aqa.org.uk
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Languages
Examination Board: AQA

COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
French, German or Italian. Learning to communicate in the language: speaking, listening,
reading and writing. The main topics covered are…
Main Topic
Theme 1
Sub-topics
Theme 2
Sub-topics
Theme 3
Sub-topics

Identity and culture
Me, my family and friends/Technology in everyday life/Free time activities/Customs and festivals in the
relevant countries.
Local, national, international and global areas of interest
Home, town, neighbourhood and region/social issues/global issues/travel and tourism.
Current, future study and employment
My studies/life at school/college/Education Post-16/Jobs, career choices and ambitions.

WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
Practising the language in role plays and dialogues. Developing listening and reading skills
as well as learning to communicate accurately in speaking and writing. Using online
resources such as Vocab Express and authentic materials to learn vocabulary.
COURSEWORK - How much coursework will I have to do and what can I expect it to be?
All four skills are tested in a terminal exam at the end of Year 11.
WHAT WILL I STUDY?
French, German or Italian language and culture.
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
This is a course worth one GCSE qualification, graded from 9 to 1. The four skills can be
taken at either Foundation or Higher level. In order to access higher grades, it is important
that students show an awareness of language structure and have the ability to apply this
knowledge with some accuracy to oral and written work. This enables progression towards
AS and A-Level.
PROGRESSION
Students continue their language study to AS and A-Level. Good A-Level
examination results will enable you to progress to many of the universities in the UK to
study a language as part of a degree course.
Languages are a real bonus for your employment prospects, give opportunities for travel
and are all the more important in an increasingly globalised economy. Any foreign
languages you speak are likely to have a positive effect on your salary.
“A foreign language is a powerful tool to get a job.” Barack Obama
FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages
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Students in Montmartre, Paris

Students in the French Alps

Languages give you…







Communication skills and adaptability.
Cultural awareness.
A social skill.
The edge in the job market.
Greater opportunities to travel and work abroad.
Flexibility as they combine well with virtually any other
subject for further study.

In the Calabria, Italy

At the Berlin Wall
Research has found that French, German and Mandarin are the three languages that children should currently
learn to benefit their lives over the next ten years.
The Centre for Economics and Business Research and Opinion January 2018
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GCSE Geography
Examination Board: Eduqas
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
Theme 1 - Changing Places - Changing Economies.
This theme focuses on urban/rural links in the UK, urbanisation in the economically
developing world and development issues. This unit is studied in Year 10.
Theme 2 - Changing Environments.
This theme focuses on weather and climate, coastal and river processes and landforms
and the management of coastal and river environments. This unit is studied in Year 9.
Theme 3 - Environmental Challenges.
This theme focuses on ecosystems and water resources. This unit is studied in Year 11.
Learners will also be given the opportunity to develop their skills of geographical enquiry
through fieldwork. They are expected to undertake two fieldwork enquiries, each in a
contrasting environment.
A geographer is someone who is specialised in the study of geography, which includes
the study of the earth, its properties and the distribution of life on the various parts of
the planet. A geographer analyses the effects of geography and its impact on human lives
across continents in the world. An expert who is proficient and well versed in the field of
geographical research, a geographer studies topography, climate, soil, vegetation
and earth surface structure among many other features. A geographer may be
employed in various sectors like disaster management, city and country planning,
community development, environment management, agricultural sector and
construction industry among many others. Geographers are also involved in the research
and study of human activity and their relationship with the natural environment around
them.
COURSEWORK - How much coursework will I have to do and what can I expect it to be?
There is no longer a controlled assessment component as part of the GCSE course.
WHAT KINDS OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
Geography is studied through a range of practical and theoretical lessons. Lessons often
involve students using ICT, and incorporate the use of DVD, interactive PowerPoint and
group work presentations.
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GCSE Geography
Examination Board: Eduqas
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
Throughout Years 9, 10 and 11 students will practise examination paper questions at
appropriate points.
Component 1 - Investigating Geographical Issues
Written Examination: 1 hour 45 minutes. 40% of qualification. Three compulsory
structured data response questions will assess each of the three geographical themes.
Component 2 - Problem Solving Geography
Written Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes. 30% of qualification. This component will assess
content from across the themes in a problem solving examination paper. Part A will
introduce an issue and set the geographical context. Part B will outline a number of
possible solutions to the issue. Part C will provide an opportunity for the candidates to
choose a solution and justify their choice.
Component 3 - Applied Fieldwork Enquiry
Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes. 30% of qualification. The written examination will
assess: approaches to fieldwork methodology, representation and analysis, how
fieldwork enquiry may be used to investigate geography's conceptual frameworks, the
application of those geographical concepts investigated during fieldwork to a wider UK
context.
PROGRESSION
There is the opportunity to continue to study Geography in the Sixth Form. Careers that
may lead on from qualifications in Geography include; Urban Planner/Community
Development, Cartographer, GIS Specialist, Climatologist, Transportation Management,
Environmental
Management,
Writer/Researcher,
Teaching,
Emergency
Management, Demographer, Marketing, Librarian/Information Scientist, National Park
Service Ranger, Property and Land Surveyors, Journalist, Broadcaster, Civil Servant, Charity
Worker.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: www.eduqas.co.uk
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GCSE History
Examination Board: AQA
COURSE CONTENT- What will I be doing?
Unit One – Conflict and Tension 1894-1918
 Causes of the First World War


The First World War

-



End of the War

-

Empire building, alliances, Schlieffen Plan,
arms race, assassination of Franz Ferdinand.
Battles of Verdun, the Somme and
Passchendaele, advances in weaponry, war
at sea.
Changes
in
Allied
forces,
military
developments, Germany surrenders.

Unit Two – America 1920-1973, Opportunity and Inequality
 American People and the Boom
- Economic prosperity, Ford Model T,
entertainment, position of women in society,
organised crime, prohibition, racial tension
and impact of immigration, KKK, Red Scare,
Sacco and Vanzetti.
 Depression and New Deal
Unemployment, farmers, businessmen,
Hoover and Roosevelt. Successes and
failures of New Deal.
 America’s Post War Society
American dream, popular culture including
Rock and Roll and television.
Racial tension and Civil Rights Campaign.
Unit Three—Britain, Health and the People
 Medicine Stands Still
-



The Beginnings of Change

-



A Revolution in Medicine

-



Modern Medicine

-
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Medieval medicine: doctor, training, beliefs
about cause of illness, treatments. Public
health: towns and monasteries, black death,
causes, treatment and prevention.
Renaissance: challenge to medical authority
in anatomy, physiology and surgery,
opposition to change.
Germ theory and its impact: Pasteur and
vaccinations, Paul Ehrlich and magic bullets.
Anaesthetics,
antiseptics,
surgical
procedures.
Pharmaceutical industry, penicillin, antibiotic
resistance. Impact of war and technology:
plastic surgery, blood transfusions, rays,
transplants, lasers, radiation.

FOUNDATION

GCSE History
Examination Board: AQA
Unit Four - Elizabethan England 1568-1603


Elizabeth’s Court and Parliament -

Elizabeth’s character, court life, key
ministers. Difficulties of a female ruler relations with parliament, problem of
marriage and the succession.



Life in Elizabethan Times

-

Golden Age: living standards, prosperity,
poverty, Elizabethan theatre. English
sailors - Hawkins, Drake and Raleigh.



Troubles at Home and Abroad

-

Religious settlement - Catholics
versus Protestants.
Mary Queen of Scots.
Conflict with Spain - Spanish Armada.

The Historical Environment of Elizabethan England
Students will be examined on a specific site in depth. This site will be specified by the
exam board and changed annually.
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GCSE History
Examination Board: AQA
COURSEWORK – How much coursework will I be doing and what can I expect it to be?
There is no longer any coursework or controlled assessment in History GCSE.
WHAT KINDS OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
Lessons are varied, and cater for a range of learning styles – reading, note taking,
presentations, video, debates, source analysis, display work, group work, essay writing.
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
Students are assessed through two examinations at the end of the course. The first of
these will test students on units one and two, whilst the second will test units three and
four. Each exam paper accounts for 50% of the overall grade.
PROGRESSION
History is a very well respected qualification and, as such, is useful in helping
students gain access to Sixth Form courses and university places. Through History,
students will develop a number of invaluable skills, including: interpretation, evaluation,
communication, decision making and analysis.
Participating in a History course will enable students to
follow a range of career paths, such as; lawyer, solicitor,
accountant, journalist, broadcaster, banker, business
person, marketing, advertising, politician, civil servant,
lecturer, teacher or charity worker. It is also worth noting
that 40% of the managing directors in companies on the
FTSE 100 have History qualifications, demonstrating that
this is a subject which opens doors to the upper echelons of
organisations.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/
history-8145
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GCSE Media Studies
Examination Board: Eduqas
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
Students will study a range of media texts including film posters, websites, broadcast news
and television. You will develop analytical skills , practical media skills through the creation
of your own Media products using image manipulation and video editing software.
Completing a GCSE in Media Studies will enable students to demonstrate skills of enquiry,
critical thinking, decision-making and analysis. Media Studies students will:
 acquire knowledge and understanding of a range of important media issues
 develop appreciation and critical understanding of the media and their role both
historically and currently in society, culture, politics and the economy
 understand and apply specialist subject specific terminology to analyse and compare
media products and the contexts in which they are produced and consumed in order
to make informed arguments, reach substantiated judgements and draw conclusions
 appreciate how theoretical understanding supports practice and practice supports
theoretical understanding
 develop practical skills through providing opportunities for creative media
production.
The course covers four key areas, which will be covered in Year 9 theory work, applied in
Year 10 Controlled Assessment work, and revisited in Year 11 exam preparation work.
 Media Language - how the media through their forms2, codes and conventions
communicate meanings
 Representation - how the media portray events, issues, individuals and social group
 Media Industries - how the media industries' processes of production, distribution
and circulation affect media forms and platforms
 Audiences - how media forms target, reach and address audiences, how audiences
interpret and respond to them and how audiences become producers themselves.
Students study a range of media products including magazines, album covers, music videos,
websites, film and television. They will analyse media products and also develop
understanding of theory relating to the media and media audiences.
WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
Learners will experience and study the Media using a range of activities. Students will
analyse print texts in terms of layout and imagery, conduct their own research using
questionnaires and the Internet and study the impact of the media through class
discussion and case study work. Practically they will apply their knowledge by creating a
range of Media products including advertising posters, websites, music videos, comic strips,
magazines and storyboards.
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GCSE Media Studies
Examination Board: Eduqas
COURSEWORK - How much coursework will I have to do and what can I expect it to be?
The coursework will involve written and practical elements and you will apply your
knowledge and understanding of film editing and/or image manipulation software to create
your own media product aimed at a specific audience using a brief from the exam board.
You will complete evaluative written work about your production that demonstrates
research into related products, an understanding of audiences and audience theory,
knowledge of distribution processes and the use of key media terminology.
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
The course is assessed through two short examinations worth 70%. Two key pieces of
controlled assessment work account for the remaining 30%. The reformed specification is
currently in the early draft stage, but the ratio of exam to controlled assessment has been
confirmed.
PROGRESSION
You are in an ideal position to study Media, Film, the Creative and Media Diploma,
Photography and a range of other media related courses at A-Level or BTEC.
These A-Level courses lead directly on to university courses such as Media and Film Studies,
Television Studies, Journalism, Screenwriting and Film Production. Because of its analytical
nature Media Studies is ideal for anyone who wants to continue with cultural studies such
as Humanities subjects and the links to language make it ideal with English. The practical
work fosters an understanding of ICT and develops the students’ creativity as well.
Media Studies can lead on to a variety of career paths. Media has become such an
important part of all types of employment that media related jobs are becoming more and
more available. You could go into advertising, creative design, film or television production,
journalism (print, radio, television or internet), web design, events management,
photography, digital design, merchandising, marketing, writing/editing and even teaching!
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/media-studies/gcse/
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GCSE Music
Examination Board: AQA
COURSE CONTENT – What will I be doing?
Throughout the course you will gain a secure understanding of all aspects of music and
music theory, through appraising (listening), performances and composition. Your
compulsory instrumental lessons each week will help you put this theory into practise and
develop as a musician. Throughout the course you will be expected to perform and will
work on both a solo and ensemble repertoire.
As you progress through the course you will study a range of pieces of music from different
time periods and parts of the world.
The areas of study provide an appropriate focus for you to appraise, develop and
demonstrate an in-depth knowledge and understanding of musical elements, musical
context and musical language. The four areas of study will also provide a rich source of
material for you to work with when developing performance and composition skills.
They are
 Western classical tradition 1650–1910


Popular music



Traditional music



Western classical tradition since 1910.

COURSEWORK – How much coursework will I have to do and what can I expect it to be?
Composition: This is worth 30% of your final grade. You will be required to compose two
pieces under exam conditions, produce a score and written review of your work.
Performance: This is worth 30% of your final grade. You will be required to perform two
pieces of music. One needs to be a solo performance and the other needs to be an ensemble performance.
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GCSE Music
Examination Board: AQA
WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
Lessons will be spent in preparation for assessment in the three components along with
musical skill building through performing, composing and analysing music. There will be
opportunities for students to compose their own music in a variety of styles, as well as
listening to and performing in a wide range of musical genres.
ASSESSMENT/QUALITIFICATIONS
Students work will be assessed in a variety of ways depending on the unit being assessed at
the time. The units are assessed as follows.
Component 1
Understanding Music (1hr 30mins 40% Exam)
 Section A Listening, eight compulsory questions worth 68 marks.
 Section B Contextual understanding, four sets of linked questions, two compulsory
worth 28 marks.
 Compulsory Piece Haydn Symphony 101 in D major The Clock, movt. 2
Option 1 Popular Music
The Beatles Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band, the following three tracks
 With a Little Help from my Friends
 Within You, Without You
 Lucy in the Sky with Diamonds.
Option 2 Traditional Music
Santana Supernatural – the following three tracks:
 Smooth
 Migra, Migra
 Love of my Life.
Option 3 Western Classical Since 1910
 Aaron Copland Saturday Night Waltz and Hoedown from Rodeo.
Component 2
Performing Music (30%) Two pieces - one solo and one ensemble. Total performance time
must last 4-7 minutes. You must submit a score of the piece for the assessor to check for
accuracy.
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GCSE Music
Examination Board: AQA
Component 3
Composing Music (30%) Combined composition time must last 3-4 ½ minutes.
Composition 1 Composing to a Brief
The composition must be in response to one brief from a choice of four externally set
briefs. The briefs will be released in September of year 11. The briefs will include different
stimuli including
• Written words, poem or a piece of text.
• Photographs, images or film notation.
Composition 2 Free Composition
This is a piece composed in a style of your choice.
You must submit the following for both composition tasks
 A notated score
 A recording of the final piece
 Composing log
 How you have used the brief (Composition 1) or starting point (Composition 2) to
develop your ideas.
 Your compositional intent and how this may have developed during the process.
 How you have independently revised and developed your composition
 Your critical judgements on the success of the composition in relation to the
given brief including how well the audience and/or occasion requirement have
been met (Composition 1) or starting point.
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GCSE Music
Examination Board: AQA
PROGRESSION
GCSE Music is designed to encourage candidates to be inspired, moved and changed by
following a broad, coherent, satisfying and worthwhile course of study and to develop
broader life-skills and attributes, including critical and creative thinking, aesthetic
sensitivity, emotional awareness, cultural understanding, self-discipline, self-confidence
and self-motivation. It should prepare learners to make informed decisions about further
learning opportunities and career choices.
Students will
 Develop as effective and independent learners and as critical and reflective thinkers
with enquiring minds.
 develop their own musical interests and skills, including the ability to make music
individually and in groups.
 Evaluate their own and others’ music.
 Understand and appreciate a range of different kinds of music.
Possible career paths
 Performance - e.g. performer, DJ, composer/songwriter, lyricist, musical director, live
sound technician, roadie (backline technical support).
 Recording - e.g. recording company/label personnel, recording studio personnel,
producer, session musician, CD manufacturer.
 Media - e.g. music journalist, broadcaster (television and radio).
 Other - e.g. teacher, music therapist.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/music/gcse/music-8271
BBC Bitesize: http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zpf3cdm
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GCSE Statistics
Examination Board: AQA
Statistics is about making decisions when there is uncertainty. Perhaps one of the most
versatile areas of Mathematics, it gives students the skills to collect, analyse, interpret and
present data. It complements subjects such as GCSE Biology, Psychology, Geography,
Business and Economics, and opens the door to a variety of careers – from weather forecasting to the biological sciences.
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
Understand the importance of the careful planning of a clear strategy for collecting,
recording and processing data in order to address an identified question or hypothesis.
Recognise the opportunities, constraints and implications for subsequent mathematical
analysis involved in obtaining appropriate data through careful design of primary
data-collection techniques or through the use of reference sources for secondary data to
ensure unbiased research.
Generate data visualisation and understand the mathematics required to derive these
visualisations.
Calculate statistical measures to compare data.
Use visualisation and calculation to interpret results with reference to the context of the
problem, and to evaluate the validity and reliability of statistical findings.
COURSEWORK - How much coursework will I have to do and what can I expect it to be?
There is no coursework.
WHAT KINDS OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
Statistics is studied through a range of theoretical lessons relating to application in
everyday life. Lessons will involve the use of textbooks, tasks to help introduce the
concepts of statistics and the use of ICT and calculators to perform the necessary
calculations.
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
The course is worth one GCSE. Regular assessment will occur during Year 9, Year 10 and
Year 11 to ensure that suitable progress is being made.
In Year 11, two papers are sat, each worth 80 marks. Both will contain a variety of multiple
choice, short answered questions and a statistical enquiry circle question. Both papers a
calculator is allowed. Both papers last 1 hour 45 minutes and count equally towards the
final grade.
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ASDAN Award - CoPE
COURSE CONTENT: What will I be doing?
This lesson is taught in the Learning Support Unit (LSU) to students in Years 9-11 for
whom it is recommended. Students will have the opportunity to take the ASDAN Award
by completing a Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE) qualification. This is a
portfolio qualification built up by working through the booklet tasks.
WHAT KINDS OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
The CoPE Student Book comprises thirteen modules, each of which is divided into three
sections. Each section should take ten hours, which is worth one credit. Students will
need twelve credits to gain the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness.
The module titles are listed below.
Communication
Citizenship and Community
Sport and Leisure
Independent Living
The Environment
Vocational Preparation
Health and Fitness
Work Related Learning and Enterprise
Science and Technology
International Links
Combined Studies
Expressive Arts
Beliefs and Values
Students must also demonstrate competence in the six skills units:
 Introduction to Working with Others
 Introduction to Improving own Learning and Performance
 Introduction to Problem Solving
 Planning and Carrying out a Piece of Research
 Communication through Discussion
 Planning and Giving an Oral Presentation
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
The course has some written work but lots of practical activities. Level 2 is equivalent to a
GCSE grade 4 and above when passed; Level 1 is equivalent to a GCSE grade 1, 2, or 3
when passed.
PROGRESSION
There is no direct progression route from this course. However, this course supports
learning across the curriculum and therefore will be of benefit to any route chosen in the
future.
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BTEC Award in Health and Social Care Level 1/Level 2
Examination Board: Pearson
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
This course gives learners the opportunity to develop sector-specific knowledge and skills
in a practical learning environment. The main focus is on three areas, which cover:




skills and processes, such as interpreting data to assess an individual’s health, and
designing a plan to improve their health and wellbeing
attitudes, namely the care values that are vitally important in the sector, and the
opportunity to practise applying them
knowledge that underpins the effective use of skills, processes and attitudes,
including human growth and development, health and social care services, and
factors affecting people’s health and wellbeing.

It also builds on and uses the knowledge and skills you learn in your GCSEs, such as
English. It will complement the more theoretical aspects covered by GCSE Biology or
GCSE Psychology by allowing you to apply your knowledge and skills practically in a
vocational context.
Component 1 – Human Lifespan and Development
You will study how people grow and develop over the course of their life, from infancy to
old age; this includes physical, intellectual, emotional and social development and the
different factors that may affect them. An individual’s development can be affected by
major life events, such as marriage, parenthood or moving house, and you will learn
about how people adapt to these changes as well as the types and sources of support
that can help them.
Component 2 – Health and Social Care Services and Values
This component will give you an understanding of health and social care services and will
help you develop skills in applying care values which are common across the sector
(some of which are transferable to other sectors that involve interactions with clients or
customers).
Component 3 – Health and Wellbeing
In this component, you look at the factors that can have a positive or negative influence
on a person’s health and wellbeing. You will learn to interpret physiological and lifestyle
indicators and what they mean for someone’s state of health. You will learn how to use
this information to design an appropriate plan for improving someone’s health and
wellbeing, including short- and long-term targets. Additionally, you will explore the
difficulties an individual may face when trying to make these changes.
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BTEC Award in Health and Social Care Level 1/Level 2
Examination Board: Pearson
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
Component 1 is internally assessed and worth 30%.
Component 2 is internally assessed and worth 30%.
Component 3 is an external synoptic assessed and worth 40%
All work is graded Pass to Distinction* and will be awarded at Level 1 or Level 2.
PROGRESSION
Students who choose Health & Social Care have a great number of options available to
them. You can progress on to the Level 3 course at Lord Grey. The range of options available in Higher Education are wide and include specialist areas such as nursing, education,
midwifery and social work.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/btec-tech-awards/
health-and-social-care.html or speak to Miss Hussey or Ms May in the Wellbeing Faculty.
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BTEC WorkSkills
Examination Board: Edexcel
COURSE CONTENT: What will I be doing?
This course allows learners to develop essential skills for success in their working lives.
Learners will understand how to search and apply for jobs, work as part of a team
and learn the importance of budgeting. Students will also learn about the benefits of
volunteering as well as gaining a range of work-based skills that will benefit them when
leaving school. Evidence for assessment may be generated through a range of diverse
activities including assignment and project work, case studies, online assessment, role
play and oral presentations. This course is ideal for students who prefer a more practical
approach to learning as all tasks involve developing and using practical, relevant and
important skills for the workplace.
WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
Lessons are made relevant and interesting through a range of techniques, video,
presentations, workshops, display work, competitions and enterprise activities.
WHAT WILL I STUDY?
Units of study will be chosen from a very wide variety of interesting and stimulating units
available. These include:








developing resilience for work
literacy for the workplace
managing transition into work
building working relationships with customers
healthy lifestyles
managing your own money
developing your curriculum vitae.

ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
This course is currently equivalent to one GCSE qualification and is 100% assessed
through the completion of coursework.
However, this subject is being redeveloped
meaning the assessment methods may change. It is a BTEC - Level 1 or Level 2.
PROGRESSION
Students who choose WorkSkills have a great number of options available to them. In the
Sixth Form there are a range of vocational and academic courses available to follow.
Students may also consider applying for jobs with training or apprenticeships.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: http://www.edexcel.com/quals/skills/Documents/BTEC-WorkSkills-Guide.pdf
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Cambridge National Certificate in Sports Science
Examination Board: OCR
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
Students who have been allocated Cambridge National Certificate in Sport Science as one
of their options and will have two lessons per week. This course will be delivered through
theoretical and practical lessons, group discussions, research and independent study/
assignments. The course is heavily weighted towards coursework, learners will have weekly
deadlines and work externally assessed throughout the course. Students will sit an exam in
Year 11 and progress tests will be used to monitor and support progress. There are four
units to complete.
Unit R041 - Reducing the Risk of Sports Injuries
Learners will know how to:

prepare participants to take part in physical activity which minimises the risk of
injuries occurring

react to common injuries that can occur during sport and how to recognise the
symptoms of some common medical conditions

Provide a good foundation to undertake formal first aid training and qualifications.
Unit R042 - Applying Principles of Training
Learners will develop knowledge and understanding of the principles and methods of
training, the application of these in the design of training programmes along with practical
skills in fitness testing.
Unit R043 -The Body’s Response to Physical Activity
Learners will understand key aspects of the structure and function of the musculo-skeletal
and cardio-respiratory systems and investigate some of the changes which occur to them in
response to short and long-term physical activity.
Unit R046 - Technology in Sport
Learners will consider the variety of ways in which technology is being used in sport to
enhance both performance and the experience of sport for performers and spectators.
PROGRESSION
The course is aimed at those students who may be interested in a career within the sport
or science industry, e.g. teaching, sports management, sports therapy, sports consultancy,
physiotherapy, coaching abroad, sports marketing, selling fitness products or sports
administration. Possible further courses include: CTEC Level 3, A-Level Physical Education,
Sports and Exercise Science Level 3, Personal Training Level 3 and Sports Management
Level 3.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications
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CNAT in Creative iMedia
Examination Board: OCR
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
The Cambridge National in Creative iMedia will equip learners with a range of creative ICT
skills and provide opportunities to develop, in context, desirable, transferable skills such
as research, planning, and review, working with others and communicating creative
concepts effectively. Through the use of these skills, learners will ultimately be creating
fit-for-purpose creative ICT products.
R081 – Pre Production Skills
This unit will enable learners to understand pre-production skills used in the creative and
ICT sector. It will develop their understanding of the client brief, time frames, deadlines
and preparation techniques that form part of the planning and creation process.
R082 – Creating Digital Graphics
The aim of this unit is for learners to understand the basics of digital graphics editing.
They will learn where and why digital graphics are used and what techniques are involved
in their creation. This unit will develop learners’ understanding of the client brief, time
frames, deadlines and preparation techniques as part of the planning and creation
process.
R085 – Creating a Multipage Website
This unit will enable learners to understand the basics of creating multipage websites. It
will enable learners to demonstrate their creativity by combining components to create a
functional, intuitive and aesthetically pleasing website. It will allow them to interpret a
client brief and to use planning and preparation techniques when developing a multipage
website.
R091 – Developing a Games Concept (subject to change)
This unit will enable learners to understand the capabilities and limitations of a range of
platforms. They will be able to identify core features of digital games and gain the
knowledge to create a games design concept proposal that can be presented to a client
for critical review.
PROGRESSION
Students who choose ICT have a great number of options available to them, and you can
progress on to CTEC ICT. The range of options available in Higher Education are wide and
include specialist areas such as Web Design, Games Design, Programming are amongst a
few.
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CNAT in Creative iMedia
Examination Board: OCR
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
R081Pre-production skills
Written paper OCR set and marked 1 hour 15 mins – 60 marks.
R082 Creating digital graphics
Centre assessed tasks OCR moderated Approx 10 hours – 60 marks.
R085 Creating a multipage website
Centre assessed tasks OCR moderated Approx 10 hours – 60 marks.
R091 Designing a game concept
Centre assessed tasks OCR moderated Approx 10 hours – 60 marks.
All units are equally weighted and account for 25% each.
This qualification is awarded at Level 1 or 2 Pass, Merit or Distinction.
If you have any queries regarding this course or would like to discuss it further, please
don’t hesitate to contact me directly. fran.landers@lordgrey.org.uk or 01908 626158
Please note this course is subject to change and dependent on the DFE Approved
Vocational Qualification list.
TO FIND OUT MORE
Please visit: http://www.ocr.org.uk
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VCERT Child Development and Care
Examination Board: NCFE
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
This qualification provides the opportunity to gain a vocational qualification, equivalent to
one GCSE, which gives a basic introduction to the child development and care sector. It
includes the knowledge and understanding of child development and well-being necessary
for working with children, age 0-5 years in a variety of settings.
This qualification will enable you to develop significant transferable knowledge and study
skills that will support progression including:


an awareness of learning styles



a basic introduction in to working with children in a variety of settings



an understanding of roles and responsibilities when working in a setting



an understanding of equality and diversity within a childcare setting



a basic understanding of the stages and sequence of child development



an introduction to observing children and how it supports development



an introduction to the influences that affect holistic development



an introduction to everyday care routines and the types of activities that can support
the development of independence an introduction to supporting children through
transition.

Unit 1 - An introduction to working with children aged 0-5 years
An introductory unit designed to give an overview of the types of settings and local
provision for children. You will learn how to prepare for working in settings and the
responsibilities of early years workers.
Unit 2 - Development and well-being 0-5 years
This unit focuses on holistic development and factors that affect development. You will be
introduced to ways of observing children so that you can support development through
appropriate activities and care routines.
Unit 3 - Childcare and development 0-5 years
This unit will assess your knowledge about the development of children aged 0-5 years. You
will be expected to know about the different types of care settings and your responsibilities
if you were learning how to work with children. You will need to show that you understand
how children develop, what can affect their development and the individual needs they
may have. You will need to show that you know ways to care for them and simple activities
that help them to develop in a healthy and safe way. To achieve this unit and the Award
you will need to be successful in a multiple choice question paper.
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VCERT Child Development and Care
ASSESSMENT
This qualification consists of 3 units
 Two units graded A*- D assessed by assessment tasks.
 A synoptic assessment unit assessed by a multiple choice paper.
PROGRESSION
 Level 2 Award in Babysitting
 Level 2 Certificate Introducing Caring for Children and Young People
 Level 2 Award in Preparation for the Responsibilities of Parenting
 Level 2 Certificate for the Children and Young People’s Workforce
 Level 3 Award, Certificate and Diploma in Childcare and Education (EYE)
 Level 3 Diploma for the Children and Young People's Workforce
 Many other qualifications in the Childcare Sector at Level 2 and Level 3.
Below are some examples of possible career paths but this list is not exhaustive. Visit the
following website to explore other possible early years careers.
www.earlyyearscareers.com















Nursery practitioner
Pre-school assistant
Playgroup assistant
Room leader/supervisor
Nursery supervisor
Nursery nurse
Pre-School leader
Deputy manager
Playgroup leader
Nursery manager
Nursery nurse
Area manager
Nursery owners
Early Years Initial Teacher training leads to becoming an Early Years Teacher.

Please note this qualification is awaiting DFE approval and therefore could change.
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VCERT Craft
We are delighted to offer a new qualification for our students going into Year 9 in 2018.
This qualification will be a combined Level 1 and 2 and will be equivalent to a GCSE.
Examination Board: NCFE
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing?
The NCFE Level 1/2 Technical Award in Craft is the vocational equivalent of a GCSE
qualification. This qualification is aimed at students interested in any aspect of craft,
including researching ideas and working with different tools and materials.
The qualification focuses on an applied study of the craft sector and learners will gain a
broad understanding and knowledge of working in the sector. This qualification has been
designed to sit alongside the requirements of core GCSE subjects. It is appropriate for
learners who are motivated and challenged by learning through hands-on experiences and
through content which is concrete and related directly to those experiences.
Students will create a portfolio of work where they will plan and carry out craft activities.
Students will plan for a final practical exam where they will make their final craft product.
You will be given a choice of craft products to make.
Students will learn how to:
 use raw materials, tools and equipment in a safe and competent manner
 develop analytical and research skills
 evaluate their own work, develop ideas and learning through the craft process
 develop an understanding of health and safety considerations in the craft
environment
 develop an overview of enterprise skills and characteristics present in successful
enterprising individuals
 develop communication skills through a range of media.
Students will also develop the following transferrable skills:
 the ability to identify hazards and risks and apply safe working practices
 skills in planning
 skills in the use of craft materials
 development of social and moral skills, with an emphasis on environment and
sustainable issues
 the ability to combine skills with knowledge and understanding to design quality
products
 the ability to investigate enterprising opportunities
 development of positive attitudes towards working as a team and co-operation
 to manage resources appropriately and efficiently
 to manage resources with regard to personal safety and safety of others.
Students will be assessed over four units and will be awarded a Pass, Merit or Distinction.
A Distinction is equivalent to a Grade 8 at GCSE. Students must pass all four units to achieve
the qualification.
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VCERT Craft
Assessment
Students will be assessed over four units and will be awarded a Pass, Merit or Distinction. A
Distinction is equivalent to a Grade 8 at GCSE. Students must pass all four units to achieve
the qualification.
Progression
The craft industry encompasses many different careers. All sectors of the industry require
craft workers who are able to use their creative skills to translate a client’s designs into
finished pieces using hand-eye co-ordination and through the safe use of appropriate tools.
Clients will expect craft workers to be responsive to their brief, interpreting their vision,
whilst working to an agreed budget and timescale.
Craft workers will research and understand current market trends, making, promoting and
marketing their products effectively.
All craft workers are continually learning and developing new skills and techniques by
experimenting with new materials and production practices.
Below are some examples of possible career paths but this list is not exhaustive. Visit the
following website to explore other possible creative careers www.creative-choices.co.uk
Stonemason
Artist blacksmith
Gold and silversmiths
Handmade toymakers
Glass makers
Basket makers
Furniture makers
Musical and audio repairers
Taxidermists
Creative metal workers
Potters and ceramicists
Upholsterers and soft furnishers
Textile craft
Musical instrument makers
Graphic craft makers
Heritage and historical workers
Engravers on glass or metal objects
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Study Support
COURSE CONTENT: What will I be doing?
This course is aimed at students who need extra support with learning. These students
may already come out of lessons for literacy and numeracy support. This course will
continue to support them with improving reading, writing and basic skills. It will also give
support completing coursework and revising for exams. Students will be recommended
for this route from the Inclusive Learning Faculty.
WHAT KINDS OF ACTIVITIES WILL I BE DOING IN LESSONS?
This course is based on a student’s individual needs. In lessons students will do a variety
of activities based on their work in other subjects. Examples of activities which may be
done in lessons are










Redrafting coursework
Research for other subjects
How to improve your memory
Exam technique
Exam revision
Reading practice
Handwriting practice
Maths practice
Improving word processing skills.

ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS
There will be no direct assessment of this course. This course will support assessments in
other subject areas.
PROGRESSION
There is no direct progression route from this course. However, this course supports
learning across the curriculum and therefore will be of benefit to any route chosen in the
future.
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