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Vertical Tutoring -The Challenge for Lord Grey  
Dear Parents,  
 

We are changing the way in which we tutor students from September.  The following is 

designed to give you an idea as to why we are changing and what that change will mean 

to your son/daughter.  

The challenge to our organisation is to find a way 

to enable parents, tutors and students to: 

Engage in three-way discussion                      

without time constraints 

Collaborate on interpreting data 

Agree on target setting 

Listen to each others experiences about 

learning 

Feed this into organisational and                 

individual improvement 
 

Currently it is not always possible for the Form 

Tutor to use data and engage effectively with   

parents and students in a horizontal system. Tutor 

groups are too large and the tutor does not have 

the capacity to discuss fully with every student, 

their particular needs at a particular time, when it 

is important to that student and their parents. 
 

A vertical tutoring system would enable the                        

partnership between school and home to be               

realised. As assessments occur at different times 

for different year groups, it means a tutor may 

only be    dealing with a small number of students 

at any given time. It is this organisational structure 

that provides the time needed for academic    

tutorials to take place, for tutor, parent and    

student to contribute to the learning process. All 

lessons would continue to be taught in year 

groups.  This system only applies to tutor time. 

What does a vertical tutor group look like?  

Hopefully up to 18 students, giving the tutor 

more time to spend with individual students 

and helping them achieve their best at Lord 

Grey 

Approximately 3 students from each year 

group, Year 7ðYear 12 

Year 12 students to act as associate tutors to 

support the main tutor 

Main tutor with an attached member of the 

support staff where possible 

As many tutor groups as we have rooms                

(80 being the critical number) 

4 Houses - each house with 20 tutor groups  

Head of Year role to become Head of House, 

but with much reduced teaching commitment. 

Support of 2/3 lessons per day from a non                

teaching Assistant Head of House 

Learning and Behaviour Mentors attached to a 

House and tutoring 

Discreet Sixth Form team to focus on UCAS 

support and post 16 employment                 

opportunities and to train all staff in                

supporting Year 12 

House assemblies usually weekly and Year 

assemblies as necessary 

Planned tutor time activities but with an               

emphasis on leadership, learning and fun 

Tutor leads academic tutorial with student and 

parent once a year, to discuss learning, review 

progress and set targets 

Academic tutorial is scheduled around main 

assessment points 

Some further advantages  

V Meaningful dialogue with parents and students 

V 35 minute appointments for parents over an              

assessment period of two weeks by mutual 

consent 

V Close scrutiny of data with parents 

V Leadership opportunities for students 

V Houses  generate ethos, pride, competition 

V Shared leadership of tutor group 

V Role of tutor now involves all teachers and 

support staff (volunteers) 

V Behaviour is the responsibility of all 

V Mix of ages promotes active citizenship and 

reduces bullying 

V Young students have close links with                     

supportive older children 

V New tutorial programme to develop and      

deliver 

For those of you interested in finding out more about Vertical Tutoring please have a look at 

www.verticaltutoring.org where you will find a great deal of additional information. I would welcome 

any comments from parents regarding the move to a vertical tutoring system in September.  We will 

be advertising a meeting to go through this with interested parents very soon. 

Nigel Handyside, Deputy Headteacher  

http://www.verticaltutoring.org


Year 11 will be sitting Asset Language Examinations and mock exams in maths, English and English Literature next week.  All students have been issued 

with their personal timetable indicating times and seat numbers.

Students will attend normal lessons if not sitting an examination.
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French Asset - Read/Writ

Mon 15th March German Asset - Read/Writ

Tues 16th March

Wed 17th March

Thurs 18th March

Year 11 Asset Language Examinations & Maths, English & English Literature Mock Examinations

Monday 15th - Thursday 18th March 2010

Period 1 Period 2 Period 3 Period 4 Period 5

Higher - 1hr 10m

Maths Paper 1

Foundation - 1 hr

Higher - 1h 10m

English Paper 1

1h 45m

English Paper 2 German Asset - List Maths Paper 2

1h 30m Spanish Asset - List/Writ Foundation - 1hr

English Literature French Asset - List

1h 45m Spanish Asset - Read

Regional Award  
Teacher of the term - Stephen Dutt working at Lord Grey School  

 

On Monday 8th March, it was with great pleasure that Stephen Dutt, a 

Randstad Education supply teacher working at Lord Grey School was 

presented with his 'Teacher of the Term' award in front of all his                     

fellow teaching colleagues. 
                     

The award recognises those supply teachers who have shown                  

outstanding commitment and dedication in their role and Stephen had 

been nominated by Janet Holloway-Smith and David Smith at Lord 

Grey. 
 

"Stephen has been teaching in our Science Faculty, even though he is a 

teacher of Humanities. He has shown a great deal of commitment whilst at 

Lord Grey and has taken on many additional tasks, such as planning and 

marking, etc., which is a huge help to the faculty. He only wanted to work 

three or four days but has continually agreed to help us out and stay with us 

for five days each week. 
 

Stephen has more recently been team teaching, sharing the timetable to 

name a few things and generally, working together for the benefit of the             

studentsõ learning.  He always arrives on time, smartly presented and is a true 

professional who has been a real bonus at Lord Grey School."  On receipt 

of his reward Stephen commented, " Whatever success I have achieved  

as a supply teacher at Lord Grey School has been very largely due to the support I have received in the Science Faculty, who have                 

accepted me as a co-professional even though my main subject is History!  The agency has also been totally supportive in negotiating 

working hours on my behalf and enabling me to work part time.  In conclusion my experience as a supply teacher has been a very              

positive one to date and my thanks must go to all my colleagues at Lord Grey and Randstad Education (Milton Keynes)." 
 

Randstad Education, the new name for Select Education, is a specialist division of Randstad, the world's second-largest staffing services group.  

It is the leading UK and global educational staffing specialist, providing quality, individual service to over 10,000 teachers and support staff and 

to the 15,000 schools who have used its service throughout the UK.  The companyõs Teachers, Assistants and Lecturers work alongside 

135,000 young people per day across 2,500 schools a week, positively shaping their lives at nurseries, schools, colleges and training                       

organisations across the UK. 

John Graham, Business Manager - Randstad Education (left) 

Stephen Dutt, Supply Teacher - Randstad Education/Lord Grey (right) 

Maths,  



Itõs that time of year again when Lord Grey students put on a performance and this year it was the musical Oliver! 

 

Directed by Mrs Harris (formerly Miss McBride), the cast worked long and hard to make this a performance to  

remember and all their hard work really paid off. The extremely high standard of acting was perfectly                      

complemented by the high quality music provided by the excellent school orchestra, led by Head of Performing 

Arts, Miss Felicity Webb.  
 

The performance included all the favourites from the film that we all know and can sing along to. The                        

choreography led by 6th Form student, Toni Wright, was of an excellent standard and accompanied the songs          

perfectly. The creation of the props and set was assisted by students from the 6th Form Creative Arts and Media 

Diploma, who were on board helping out before hand and at the three performances. A big thank you to our           

Performing Arts Technician, Bob Buckby who built most of the fantastic set and helped make the scene changes 

run smoothly.  Front of House was also organised by the 6th Form Diploma students: Nick Nimmo, Ludwik White 

and Tyler Leigh who all did a great job. The costumes were brilliant, some hired from Admiral Costumes and            

others created by Joy Rumbell, Karla Norman, Lisa Mathazia with the help from Mrs Judith Kirby, who we are very 

grateful to. On lights was Max Deane who did an incredible job, plus myself on sound. Huge thanks to Adam Conn 

for all the help along the way.  
 

Lord Grey students continue to prove themselves to be talented and committed. Shows like Oliver require                

teamwork and determination to succeed. The cast and crew proved themselves to be more than worthy of the 

rapturous applause they received.   
 

Congratulations and well done to all those involved and to the Creative and Media Diploma students for all their 

help. 

 

Billy Murdock, 6th Form Student, Creative and Media Diploma  

Oliver! 

òNancyó - Ellee Carter òPlease Sir I want some moreéó òBill Sykesó - Conor Courtney 

Lord Grey School Presents...  

The Cast 



Oliver! 

The Cast  

The Cast : 

Oliver    Shaun Stratton 

Artful Dodger  Sean Cartwright 

Fagin   Josh Stevenson-Hoare 

Nancy    Ellee Carter 

Bill Sykes  Connor Courtney 

Mr Bumble   Liam Ashmead 

Widow Corney  Keshena Capel 

Mr Sowerberry  Martin Davey 

Mrs Sowerberry  Joni Downs 

Noah Claypole/  Alfie Turvey 

Mr Brownlow  

Charlotte   Amy Cartwright 

Bet    Tamara Ghent 

Mrs Bedwin   Shelbie Read 

Chief Policeman  Gabriel Milon  

Policeman   Luke Dawkins  

Nancyõs Girls 

Amy Cartwright 

Shelbie Read 

Ellen Heavey 

 

Faginõs Boys 

Callum Jackson 

Laveena Ramesh 

Jack Lake 

Yasmin Ratnage 

Caitlin Doig 

Gabriel Milon 

Matthew May 

 

Street Sellers  

Laveena Ramesh 

Abigail Maxwell 

Annabel Blyth 

Martin Davey 

 

Dancers  

Sydney Burnett 

Abigail Maxwell 

Annabel Blyth 

Hannah Cerrone 

Maisie Cooper 

Nicola Kirby 

Ensemble  

  Bethany Dawson 

  Megan Owens 

 

Orchestra  

Piano:  Felicity Webb 

Bass/Keyboard:  Matthew Allen 

Xylopone/Keyboard:  

  Gareth Lewis 

Clarinet : Jo Hayes 

  Emma Giles 

  Zak Pegs 

Flute:   Lucy Allman 

  Deborah Winter 

  Carrie Walton 

Oboe/CorAnglais : Ellie Brudenell 

Violin:   Chris Birdseye 

Cello:   Martha McKinnell 

Saxophone : Joy Rumbell 

Trumpet:  Stephen Patey 

 

Scenery Assistants:  

  Conor Broderick 

  Tom Fawcus 

Costume Support:  

  Judith Kirby 

Technical Support:  

  Adam Conn 

Technical Team  
Sound:   Billy Murdock 

Lighting:   Max Deane 

Costume:   Joy Rumbell, Karla  

   Norman, Lisa Mathazia 

Photography:  Ludwik White, Nick  

   Nimmo, Tyler Leigh 

Props:    Elsabeth Peacock, James 

   Parker, Laura Proctor,  

   Lyle Pritchard 

òOliveró, Shaun Stratton 

The Cast  

òFaginó 

Josh Stevenson-Hoare  

Director: Jo Harris   

Choreographer: Toni Wright 

Musical Director: Felicity Webb  

Stage & Set Management: Bob Buckby 

Thanks also to:  

Adam Wilkins and Ellie Russell 



Year 13 English Literature Conference  

Miss Horne and Mrs Jones accompanied both Year 13 English classes to central London to attend an exam 

conference.  We listened to three lecturers from the University of Durham and of Manchester discussing 

their views on love through the ages.  

We enjoyed learning about literature from the Medieval period to the present day.  After lunch we heard 

from the chief examiner who offered detailed advice for the examination.  A very worthwhile day for all.  

Year 8 Option Forms  

REMINDER                                                         

YEAR 8 STUDENTS AND PARENTS  

 

The deadline to return your Option Forms to Student Services is Monday 

15th March 2010. If you have any queries or questions, please contact us.  

 

David Smith, Assistant Headteacher  

On Tuesday 23rd March fifty Year 9 Resistant Material and 

Graphic Product students are going to be attending a Network 

Rail STEM day run by the Smallpeice Trust.   

 

This will be held in school and will last the whole school day.  

The day is entitled òWind Turbine Challengeó and the                           

students taking part will have the opportunity designing and    

constructing an environmental wind turbine to produce the greatest amount of electricity.  This               

opportunity is very relevant to all students studying DT including good cross curricular links with Maths 

and Science.  It will also help develop other skills such as team work, time management and problem 

solving.  This is an excellent opportunity for all who take part and we hope they will enjoy and benefit 

from it.  Watch this space for a report from the day. 

 

Andrew Brockett, Acting Head of Faculty  

Welcome to New EAL Staff  
 

The EAL Team is back up to full staffing again.  We have been joined 

by three new staff members: 

 

Mrs Gulfraz,  Mrs Anandavasagar and Mrs Cheerna  

 

Mrs Gulfraz will be focussing on supporting our Minority Ethnic and 

EAL students in Science, while Mrs Anandavasagar will do the same 

in English.  We are also very lucky to have additional support one 

morning a week from Mrs Cheerna whose focus is currently new 

arrivals.   

 

We would like to welcome all three new staff members to Lord Grey School. 

 

Mrs Jan Rae, Ethnic Minority and EAL Co -ordinator  



PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

PARENT AL  SURVEY 
 

THE AIM OF THIS SURVEY IS TO FIND OUT YOUR VIEWS ON SPORT AT LORD GREY SCHOOL.  

PLEASE TAKE YOUR TIME TO COMPLETE THIS FORM AND RETURN IT TO THE PE DEPARTMENT 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE.  WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 
 

Faye Causer, Head of PE  
 

  

Yes 
 

Please V the box 

 

 

No  
 

Please V the box 

 

1. ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE QUALITY OF 

TEACHING YOUR CHILD RECEIVES? 

 

  

 

2. ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE PE KIT YOUR CHILD 

HAS TO WEAR? 

 

  

 

3. DOES THE PE DEPARTMENT DO ENOUGH TO GET 

YOUR CHILD INVOLVED IN AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS? 

 

  

 

4. WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME INVOLVED IN 

COACHING AT LORD GREY?  

 

  

 

5. WOULD YOU SUPPORT A PE AWARDS EVENING 

TO CELEBRATE THE SUCCESS OF TEAMS AND 

INDIVIUALS? 

 

  

 

6. ARE YOU KEPT WELL INFORMED OF PE NEWS FOR 

EXAMPLE:  FIXTURES, RESULTS, SPORTS 

DEVELOPMENT, SPORTS TOURS AND EVENTS ETC? 

 

  

 

7. IS THE PE DEPARTMENT EASY TO CONTACT IF 

YOU HAVE A QUERY? 

 

  

 

ANY OTHER COMMENTS:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Yes 
 

Please V the box 
 

 

No  
 

Please V the box 

 

1. ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE QUALITY OF 

TEACHING YOUR CHILD RECEIVES? 

 

  

 

2. ARE YOU HAPPY WITH THE PE KIT YOUR CHILD 

HAS TO WEAR? 

 

  

 

3. DOES THE PE DEPARTMENT DO ENOUGH TO GET 

YOUR CHILD INVOLVED IN AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS? 

 

  

 

4. WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME INVOLVED IN 

COACHING AT LORD GREY?  

 

  

 

5. WOULD YOU SUPPORT A PE AWARDS EVENING 

TO CELEBRATE THE SUCCESS OF TEAMS AND 

INDIVIDUALS? 

 

  

 

6. ARE YOU KEPT WELL INFORMED OF PE NEWS FOR 

EXAMPLE:  FIXTURES, RESULTS, SPORTS 

DEVELOPMENT, SPORTS TOURS AND EVENTS ETC? 

 

  

 

7. IS THE PE DEPARTMENT EASY TO CONTACT IF 

YOU HAVE A QUERY? 

 

  

 

ANY OTHER COMMENTS:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



On Wednesday 3rd March, the Year 10 basketball team travelled to Aylesbury Grammar School to play a national four round game.               

Although Lord Grey had been beaten on three separate occasions, we went to the game with our heads held high. The team started slowly, 

falling behind by sixteen points. However after a change of tactics Lord Grey went on a scoring streak, making six consecutive baskets to 

reduce the gap. With fifteen minutes to go Lord Grey were trailing by only eleven points. With our man to man defence working well we 

were trading baskets on equal terms with the experience and well drilled Aylesbury team. 

 

Unfortunately with such a small team, fatigue started to effect us and we began to concede easy baskets. The full time buzzer arrived and 

Lord Grey lost by twenty three. Taking this on the chin, we will still progress through to the national playoffs as we have won three out of 

four games. 

 

The team:  

 Fraser Mackay ( Shaq) Jonny Brown (J.Money) Jason Doyle ( Lollipop) 

 Peter Kirby (Big Pete) Des Cole (Dezzy Rascal) Steven Siu ( Steve) 

 

Fraser Mackay, 10AMU and Peter Kirby, 10AMU  

Lord Grey Triumph Again 
Last Monday the Year 10 boys basketball team hosted the county 

cup finalists from last year in the semi finals of the county cup. The 

Grange School has a reputation for producing exceptional squads. 

The Lord Grey team comprising of six talented boys warmed up and 

were confident after the Middleton Hall, Milton Keynes victory. This 

semi final was a real chance for Lord Grey to prove that they are a          

formidable force when it comes to the county cup competition. 

 

The tip went up, with Kirby winning a great first possession for Lord 

Grey, two seconds later we opened the scoring with a confident lay 

up. The match progressed and each team traded baskets quickly, 

racking up lots of points in the first quarter. Lord Grey ended the              

quarter in the lead by only a few points. The next quarter saw Lord 

Grey go on the offensive scoring six back to back baskets in quick                 

succession. This raised the confidence levels of the team, with Jason 

Doyle making two huge three pointers to distance us from the 

Grange team. As the minutes ticked by the Grange team, in            

particular their point guard scored numerous points to bring the 

Grange School back into contention. 

 

Half way through the final quarter the Grange School went two 

points up, proving that no team is ever completely beaten in a game 

of  basketball, not until the final whistle. The minutes went by and 

the game swayed in the balance. Baskets were traded at both ends 

and with only minutes to spend Lord Grey scored a great lay up 

taking us into the lead. The Grange School began to panic and shot 

in desperation. We jumped on this chance, with Lollipop AKA Jason 

Doyle nailing a game winning three pointer. Lord Grey saw out the 

final buzzer as semi final winners. 

 

Lord Grey now play either Aylesbury Grammar School or Denbigh 

School on the 23rd March at Middleton Hall. This will be a great 

chance to once again play on a professional court in front of a large 

crowd. 

 

 

Richard Henry, Teacher of PE  

Middleton Hall Magic  
Last Friday saw the Year 10 boys and girls basketball team travel to 

Middleton Hall, the temporary home for the MK Lions, to compete 

in the Milton Keynes Basketball Finals. Both teams were due to play 

hard opposition, and the crowds were packing into the stands to 

watch the magic. 

 

The boys were on first, against the infamous Shenley who have             

numerous national players. The boys stepped on to the court and it 

was clear they were here to play aggressive basketball. 

 

Within minutes it was clear we were the dominant team. However, 

Shenley pushed and tried to penetrate Lord Greyõs key, They were 

kept at bay by our exceptional defence. 

 

Lord Grey went 4 ð 0 up, yet still missed numerous free throws. 

The minutes started to tick away.  Jonny ôMoneyõ Brown scored a 

perfect free throw to take Lord Grey into a three point lead. The 

boys ran back on defence and with seconds to spare Shenley threw 
up a desperation three pointer which some how rattled in. The 

scores were tied at 9 ð 9. However, Lord Grey won due to fouls 

committed throughout the game. This was a great result as the boys 

had showed some of the best defensive I have ever seen. 

 

Well done boys, you deserve this victory. The team consisted of: 

 

Fraser Mackay ( Shaq)  Jonny Brown (J.Money) 

Jason Doyle ( Lollipop)  Peter Kirby (Big Pete) 

Des Cole (Dezzy Rascal) 

 

The girls were up next and after the boys victory the girls were        

feeling the pressure. They had a great start scoring first, taking the 

lead 2 ð 0. The minutes ticked by and the scored slowly ticked by 

and with minutes to go it was 4 ð 0. Some poor defence from the 

Lord  Grey team saw Stantonbury score an easy lay up, closing the 

score and making the girls play some solid defence. Both Vicky           

Holland and Bryony Levitt drew fouls in the act of shooting, with 

some aggressive ôdrivesõ but were unlucky not to convert any of 

their shots. The final buzzer went and Lord Grey had secured yet 

another victory. 

 

This is the third year this year group have successfully defended their 

MK Champions title. Long may it continue!!! Congratulations to all 

girls involved. 

 

The team consisted of: 

 

 Daniella Snowden 

 Vicky Holland 
 Bryony Levitt 

 Hope Levitt 

 Shannon McCormack 

 Lucy Kaye 

 

 

 

Richard Henry, Teacher of PE  



Summer Plants and Hanging Baskets  

29th March ô10 The Lord Grey Association 

Order forms and payment can be left at the school reception for the attention of Marianne Simpson,             

The Lord Grey Association. 





  Rickley Lane, 

  Bletchley 

  Milton Keynes 

  MK3 6EW 

  Phone: 01908 626110 

  Fax: 01908 366139 

  E-mail: webpost@lordgrey.org.uk 

We are on the web  

www.lordgrey.org.uk  

This newsletter will be distributed fortnightly and will be published on the school website.  Staff, students, parents or 

governors are welcome to contribute items of news or information.   

Please send your news items to webpost@lordgrey.org.uk or post to the address shown across.  Lord Grey School  

  Aspire, Learn, Achieve 

Art Department  
Can you help?  
We are looking for fabric, ribbons, buttons and thread.  

If you can help, all donations will be gratefully             

received.  
 

Year 11, Year 12 and Year 13 

Exam Projects  
The exam projects are now underway, the themes are 

as follows:  

 Year 11 -  work rest and play  

 Year 12 - rhythms and cycles  

 Year 13 - passion and obsession 
 

The Tate Gallery have resources students may wish to 

access to help their work under the title of Young Tate.  

 

The topics are set by the Edexcel examination board.  

Students should be mind mapping and deciding what 

area they want to work in, collecting images from the 

internet, books and magazines to support their theme 

and more importantly producing primary resources such 

as their own drawings, photographs, collection of          

objects to support their theme, researching                 

suitable artists and producing information pages about 

them.  
 

The Art Department will be open on Wednesday and 

Thursday after school to support students.  
 

Hannah Dicks, Head of Art  

 

 

Reminder  
HPV injections for Year 8, Year 10, Year 11 and 

Sixth Form students.  

 

These will be taking place on  

23rd, 24th and 25th March 2010  

9am to 12.20pm in the Pavilion.   
 

  Julie Field, Student Services Manager  

 

 

 

Show                

Racism 

Red Card 

MK Dons  
 

 

 

 

Students from Lord Grey School recently attended the òShow 

Racism Red Cardó held at the MK Dons Stadium.  
 

Well done to the students who attended this event. As always 

lots of good to report and lots of young people doing us proud.  

Paul Carrara, the organiser said, òI would like to thank your students 

for their hard work on Saturday at the MK Donsó.   

Tracey Jones, Headteacher  


