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Dear Staff, Students and Parents 
 

Lord Greyôs Ofsted May 2010 

We had our full Ofsted inspection on 26
th
 and 27

th
 May 2010. (The last 

one was in 2007 so this was due on our three year cycle). Thank you 
to all of the staff, students and parents who filled in and returned the 
Ofsted questionnaires at such short notice. We had a good return on 
these, particularly from parents. It is good news that so many parents 
are interested in the progress of the school ï enough to take the time 
to fill in and return the questionnaire. I really do appreciate this. The 
school can only get better if we have lots of feedback from parents on 
what needs to improve.  

 

The Ofsted report has now come in to school in draft format and I am 
not allowed to report publicly on the outcome until the final report          
arrives, but I can say that it is very much as we expected. We have 
been tasked to put a number of things right ï including a big push on 
examination results (what Ofsted would phrase as óoutcomesô). Given 
that the school went in to óNational Challengeô based on the 2009 
exam results from Year 11, we fully expected that Ofsted would ask us 
to improve on public examination results.  

 

On the two days of the actual inspection, we had seven inspectors 
and one administrator in from Tribal Inspections, who hold the Ofsted 
contract. They were out and about everywhere, looking at every             
aspect of school life. I want to thank the students ï the vast majority 
were brilliant and the inspectors saw a calm, happy and improving 
school. Only three students really let us down with silly behaviour 
(three girls in Year 9) and their parents were contacted immediately. 
They know who they are and I am so disappointed in them that they 
did not live up to our Core Values of teamwork and respect.  

 

Attendance was graded 2, good, in the report, which is fantastic news.                          
Congratulations to the Year Teams and Student Services, Form               
Tutors, parents and students who have worked hard to improve on 
this. It was a concern a few years ago, and we have really turned this 
around so that it is now graded as ógoodô. Many aspects of school life 
were graded as ósatisfactoryô. This is Ofsted speak for ófineô.  

 



However, we were also given some targets to work on: improve our aspirations for                 
students and offer them challenging targets; focus on good quality teaching which puts an 
emphasis on learning and what the learner is doing; improve punctuality to school and 
tackle low level disruption in lessons.  

 

Clearly we will need parents to work closely with the school to tackle the last two. From 
September it is vital that students arrive between 8.30am and 8.40am, ready for the   
warning bell at 8.40am and Lesson One to commence at 8.45am. A big change for               
September is that Lesson One starts at quarter to nine, with statutory registration within 
that lesson, thus it is vital that students are on time to school ï otherwise they are missing 
out on their lesson time. We will be having a huge punctuality drive as of September.  

 

I will, of course, let parents know the full extent of the inspection findings, when the final 
report comes in to school. Indeed all students will get a letter from the lead inspector,               
Mr Peter Limm, telling them of the outcome of the inspection and the schoolôs official             
targets. The full report will also go up on our website and paper copies will be available to 
parents, on request, at Reception.  

 

However, until the final report comes out, I have probably said as much as I can. It is an 
exhausting process and staff were very pleased to have the half term holiday to recover 
from it! Staff are back, refreshed and determined to work on school improvement. There 
are lots of things we need to improve on (we knew that anyway from being in National 
Challenge) and there is a determination all round to tackle them. We have recruited some 
excellent new teachers for September and will start the next school year fully staffed. I am 
confident that most of the staffing issues of this year which have led to an over reliance on 
supply teachers are now resolved, and we will be much stronger next year.  

 

As this is my first year in post as Head, and I inherited a set of exam results (2009) which 
showed a need for considerable improvement, I have been very focused on school                  
improvement all year. However, we must all pull together on this. I am convinced that our 
move to Vertical Tutoring will be a major structural change that will help to move the 
school forward, and rapidly, and I am also convinced that our 2010 results from our                   
current Year 11 will show a good uplift on examination results.  

 

More information to follow on our Ofsted inspection in the next Newsletter. 

 

 

 

Dr. Tracey Jones, 

Headteacher 



On Thursday 20th May, John Harris, Storyteller, spent the day scaring, amazing and generally 
entertaining our Year 7 students.  He was able to draw on a wealth of stories that includes urban   
legends, traditional British tales and even stories from Ancient Egypt and China.       

 
As far as I could tell all the sessions were full of students (and teachers!) who were totally                 
absorbed in the delights of listening to a real storyteller - four hours of complete concentration!       
 
John asked all the students to become part of the storytelling tradition by passing on one or more 
of the stories they heard to someone else, and, judging by the students I've spoken to, quite a lot 
of them have done just that - mainly by going home and frightening their parents to death!   
 
A very successful and enjoyable day! 

Isabella Coles, Librarian   



As you know we started using the Accelerated Reader reading programme earlier this 

year, to help students improve their reading and therefore their academic               

development. I thought parents might like an update on progress so far.  

  
Since starting at the end of January, students entered on the programme have read an amazing 1,176 books, 

which is a staggering 14,522,836 words!!! (on 8th June). This is based on the books read and successfully 

quizzed i.e. students achieving at least 60% correct on each quiz.  

  

To make the best improvement in their reading students aim to achieve 85% correct, and over the last three 

months 39 -45% of students taking quizzes achieved that magic number! And so many students have reached 

100% correct that I have run out of the rewards, and have had to order more.  

  

Students can print out whatõs called the TOPS report on each quiz they do, and they are  encouraged to take 

these home to show parents and carers their successes, so I hope you have been seeing these!  

  

Donõt forget that you can monitor your childõs progress by logging on to the Renaissance Learning Home                  

Connect website:  

 

Website:  https://ukhosted2.renlearn.co.uk/2233326/HomeConnect/Login.aspx  

Username and Password: All students know their username and password.  

  

From September all students in KS3 - Years 7, 8 and 9 - will be part of the AR Programme; please contact me 

if you would like any help or advice about reading recommendations or further information about Accelerated 

Reader. 

Email: isabella.coles@lordgrey.org.uk              Phone:  01908 626143  
  

Ice Skating at Planet Ice  

8HDI Tutor Group went on a trip to Planet Ice on 

Wednesday 26th May 2010. 

 

A good time was had by all and all the students             

represented the school well with perfect                   

behaviour, politeness and fun loving. Everyone 

came back in one piece, even Mrs Kirby!   

 

Miss Dicks would like to thank Mrs Kirby and            

Mr Peck for their help on the night and her             

wonderful form group who made her very, very 

proud, but mostly not for tripping her up! 
 

8HDI at Planet Ice  



Year 11 Revision Classes 
Everyone is welcome to attend  

Subject  Venue Day Time  

English E10/E02 Every Wednesday 'Get Your C' in Room E10 and                        

'Reach for an A* ' in Room E02 

3.30pm-4.30pm 

History T34 Every Tuesday 3.30pm-4.30pm 

French L06/L11 Every Tuesday 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Media ME1 Every Tuesday 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Art  Art Block Every Wednesday & Thursday 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Business Studies T16 Every Thursday 3.30pm-4.30pm 

ICT T14/T15 Monday-Friday Lunch time sessions 12.20pm-1.10pm 

ICT T14/T15 Monday-Friday After school sessions 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Coursework Revision LSU Monday & Wednesday TBC 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Religious Studies T24 Every Tuesday 3.30pm-4.30pm 

Geography T23 Every Wednesday 3.30pm-4.30pm 

History T34 Every Tuesday 3.20pm-4.20pm 

Reading the Way  
 

Ahmad has done it again!  He was the first student 

at Lord Grey to achieve ten 100% quiz scores on 

the new Accelerated Reading Scheme and now he  

is the first to reach thirty 100% quiz scores. 

 

To mark this pleasing achievement, Mrs Coles             

presented Ahmad with a book token for £20.     

Well done!  Enjoy choosing yourself some more 

books. 
 

Mrs Jan Rae, Ethnic Minority Achievement Co -ordinator  

ARMED FORCES DAY EVENT - 26 JUNE 2010 

We need You!  
 

The council, with the support of Bucks CC and the Royal British Legion are organising an event in Campbell Park on Saturday, 

26 June to celebrate Armed Forces Day 2010. 

 

We are anticipating about 3,000 people will attend, perhaps more if the weather is good.  In order to make sure that the event 

is as successful as possible, we are looking for volunteers to act as stewards / marshals on the day.  Duties will include directing 

exhibitors etc to their pitches, helping to set up the public areas, general crowd management, giving directions, seeing the           

public off the site etc.  The site will be open from 9am for exhibitors to set up, opening to the public at 12 midday, closing at 

4.30 - 5.00 pm. 

 

If you are interested in assisting at the event, even if it is only for half the day, please contact Shelagh Muir in Democratic              

Services on 4271 or e-mail her on Shelagh.muir@milton-keynes.gov.uk . 

 

For more information about Armed Forces Day, please click the following link: http://www.armedforcesday.org.uk/ 

 

http://www.armedforcesday.org.uk/


Bands from Lord Grey take to the Stage  
Recently Lord Grey's best bands have been wowing crowds around 

the Milton Keynes area with their musical abilities. 

First to hit the stage in May were The Kranx, seen here at 

the Bucks Bandjam at  White Hart Hotel,  Buckingham and they 

have also been in the local newspapers with their soon to be               

released single in aid of the "Little Lives" charity for premature 

babies. 

  

Also seen performing at the White Hart are Playback and Too 

Orangey for Crows, two great groups from our Wilton Hall Battle 

of the Bands show. The enthusiastic music loving crowd who go to 

these "Bandjam" nights gave all three groups a massive thumbs up! 

Well done! 

  

As a result of seeing them perform at our Battle of the Bands 

show, the judges who came from the Rock Hard Music Store asked 

Playback and Too Orangey for Crows to be part of the "Rock it for Willen Hospice"  charity event they were helping           

organise.  This took place at the Recreation Ground at Yardley Gobion in Northamptonshire, with the bands performing on 

the back of a truck!  

 

The day was a big success and a large crowd who had also come along to enjoy the festival gave them both a terrific response 

before, during, and after their sets!  

 

Playback had to perform without Kiera Bovaird who had a sore throat, but Billy Hammond stepped up to the mark instead 

and vocally gave it his all and did brilliantly.  We can all be proud that our groups here at Lord Grey practice so hard and so 

well to give enjoyment to others, as well as helping to raise funds for such deserving causes. 

 

Bob Buckby, Performing Arts  

 

The Bands  

Kranx:  

Aaron Alderman, Perry Smith,  

Jamie Lubbock.  

Playback:  

Jamie Hyde, Billy Hammond, Zoe Zukas, 

Kiera Bovaird, James Cochrane. 

Too Orangey for Crows:  

Lucy Allman, Hayley Holt, Fred King, 

Chris Birdseye (new bassist),                      

Craig Barnes. 



Milton Keynes Schools  

Olympic Challenge  

Tuesday 25th May, at  the Caldecott Xperience  

Students who had shown positive attitudes and enthusiasm during PE lessons were invited to participate at the Caldecotte 

Xperience.  The event was organised by Milton Keynes Schools Sports Partnership and the events on offer 

were: 

Archery 

Indoor rowing 

Canoeing 

Sailing and climbing 
 

Students had coaching in their chosen sport by coaches from the Caldecotte 

Xperience and then took part in a competitive event at the end of the evening.  

Our students were all successful in winning a medal in their event: 

 

Archery   Justine Way Bronze 

Canoeing   Alice Black Silver 

  Denva Murray Bronze 

Sailing  Edwin Langley Bronze 

  Zack Peggs Bronze 

Climbing   Chloe Baggott Silver 

  Jack Salisbury Bronze 

  India Heighton Bronze 
 

Congratulations to all the students who took part, you are credit to                      

the school. 
 

Jo May, School Sports Co -ordinator  

Report from Alice Black 
 

On Tuesday 25th May I went with other 

students from Lord Grey canoeing at 

Caldecotte Xperience.  We put on our 

life jackets then headed over to the lake 

to setup.  We were taught how to make 

the canoe go backwards, forwards and 

stop! 

We then went into teams of four and 

ran through the skills by going into the 

middle of the lake and back to the edge 

again.  After a short break we went into 

a competition using the skills we had 

been shown and our team came second. 


