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Christmas Messagom the Hed

Dear Staff, Students, Governors, Parents and Friends of Lord Grey School e T e
I am writing to wish you a Merry Christmas. | hope that everyone has a restful, pleasant and family

focused break over the Christmas holidays. We finish on Friday tHe D8cember for our cnistmas Messace

Christmas break after a very hectic term. | have now completed one term in post as the new

Headteacher of Lord Grey School and | continue to feel very proud and privileged to be the Heag &f po Prosect

such a wonderful school. | am very optimistic for the future of this school as it is a vibrant and

welcoming place to be. We have had a very busy and exhausting first term of the academic year and |

know that both staff and students feel ver YEARUMAWNTYEAHS and r
term with a huge amount of hard work being @MEDSH order
up to our target of raising academic achievement. To that end there has been a lot of pressure,

particularly on staff and Year 11 students, culminating in the term finishing with Year 11 mock exams.

| very much hope that Year 11 took these exams seriously as they are an important indicator of how

students will do in their GCSEs in the summer.

In all year groups, but particularly at Key Stage 4, there is a renewed vigour and sense of urgency
about the need to secure fantastic exam results in public exams. This is also true for the Sixth Form.

Lord Grey is a very caring and inclusive school but we also need it to be a high achieving school and
so the rest of this academic year will be equally as busy and pressurised. For that reason it is vital
that everyone has a good rest over Christmas.

This is one of my favourite holidays of the year; | adore Christmas and its extra special for me
personally as | have two young children who are still at the age of getting very excited about Father
Christmas arriving!

There have been some difficulties along the way this term, particularly with a number of teaching staff
and support staff on long term absence from work for sickness or personal reasons and | know that
students find it very frustrating when their teacher is away from work for a period of time, but we

have carried a lot of genuine and serious illness. | very much hope that the staffing picture will

i mprove in the New Year. |l 6ve felt this frustration as
results to go up next summer and | know that stable staffing is vital to this. Despite some difficulties
in the first term, overall I think wedve had a very goo
optimistic that Lord Grey is an improving school, which bit by bit, will go from strength to strength.
One of the real highlights for the term for me has been

| give out on a Tuesday lunchtime, as this means that | get to meet lots of good students who are
doing pleasing things around the school or within their lessons. | very much believe in the ethos of
celebrating success and rewarding good students and so Tuesday lunchtimes are the highlight of my
week. Itis a regular reminder to me that the vast majority of Lord Grey students are delightful young
people who just want a stable and fulfilling educational experience.

Once again, Merry Christmas and Happy New Year for 2010 to everyone who is part of the Lord
Grey School community.

Tracey Jones, Headteacher




%&The Can Do Proj e.&ﬁé

his is a project for girls from Year 9, Year 10 and Year 11 to buildestfem and to learn valuable life
skills and to convince them that the§@an Do anythingthey want to do with hard work and
determination.

On Tuesday 18 December, 2009 the girls from th€an Do Project hosted a party for residents of Beaverbrook
House, a local retirement home. The girls had only
three weeks to organise the party (but in actuality the
time required to plan and organise was approximately
- three-four lessons plus extra hours out of their own

| time). The organisation then commenced with a visit
to Beaverbrook House, planning a menu, making table
namecards, shopping for the food, preparing the food,
meeting and greeting, entertaining, singing, reciting
poetry and generally looking after our visitors when
they arrived. We invited twenty residents and the
warden, Kathy, sixteen students plus Ms Carron,
Ms Butterfield and myself. The girls were catering for
forty people, which was a huge task. Unfortunately, on
the day only twelve residents and the warden were able
to come and, due to illness and exams, we only had
twelve students to host and entertain.

All the visitors were welcomed and offered a cup of tea

before we officially welcomed everyone, thanked them
for coming and briefly outlined the aims of the project.

The girls were fantastic in making our guests feel
welcome and were outstanding hostesses. A welcome
from the Deputy Headteacher, Mr Nigel Handyside and
Headteacher, Dr Tracey Jones, who stayed for the
duration of the party.

The whole group sang Silent Night with Georgia Roche
performing the middle verse solo. Danny Davidson and
Kristy Erswell read a poem followed by Anna Green.
We continued to eaté trifl.
éclairs before a second interval of Christmas carol
singing which our guests, students and Headteacher
enthusiastically joined in with gusto. Kathy, the warden

at Beaverbrook House saidy | t had been a
and thanked everybo8hethéenmvo
extended a warm welcome to all of the girls to come

and visit Beaverbrook House, to encourage them to
build upon this party of Christmas Festivities. The party
ended with some questions and comparisons to school
now and thené wi toh hfeo ncda nneedn

Carol Green, Assistant Head of Year 9
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Anna Green, Year 9

pannii preston, Year 9
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Danniella Birch, Year 9
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g.. Year 7 & Year 8 Disco Raise £200 for .‘%
Willen Hospice

Year 7 and Year 8 students attended their first ever
Christmas Disco on 8th December 2009, and we all had a
fantastic time dancing the night away.

Willen Hospice supported and nursed a mum of one of our
students recently and who has since sadly passed away. The
Year 7 and Year 8 students wanted the proceeds of the
disco to go to Willen Hospice and an incredible total of
£200 was raised.

Many thanks must go to Bob Buckl
who did an outstanding
job, and all the staff
and students who gave up their time to help make this disco a success. A
big thank you to Santa for making a guest appearance during his busy
schedule!

Jayne Dunn, Assistant Head of Year 7
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