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17
th
 May 2021 

 

Dear Students, Parents, Carers and Guardians 
 
I am writing to you to provide an update on some Coronavirus related issues. 
 
At the end of last week a member of staff tested positive for Coronavirus and this led to 35 
students being defined as close contacts.  Under normal circumstances these students would have 
needed to self-isolate for 10 days but fortunately, because we are part of a clinical trial for daily 
contact testing, we have been able to minimise the disruption to their education.  31 of these 
students have agreed to be tested at school before they start the school day using a new 15 
minute rapid lateral flow test.  As long as they test negative they can resume lessons as normal but 
they will need to isolate in the evenings and at weekends.  We wrote to parents a few weeks ago 
about the clinical trial and more information about it can be found here.  It is not possible to be part 
of this trial without parental consent so if you haven’t already completed the consent form please 
do so as soon as possible by following this link.  If we do not have parental consent it causes 
significant delay to being able to start the daily testing and it is likely to mean that your child will 
have to spend unnecessary time isolating at home. 
 
It is still essential that students continue to test at home on Wednesday and Sunday evenings.  
This helps us to identify cases early and minimise the risk of transmission.  Please remember that 
if a lateral flow test taken at home is positive you should get a confirmatory PCR test at the local 
testing station.  If that result is negative students may attend school.  We had three positive lateral 
flow test results over the weekend so it seems that local infection rates may be on the rise a little.  
Please also remember to report your test results to the school and the NHS. 
 
Today marks the start of the next round of lockdown restrictions being lifted and students are not 
required to wear face coverings/masks in school.  Many students have chosen to continue with 
wearing theirs which is absolutely fine.  Some local schools in Milton Keynes have been told by 
Public Health England to continue with the face covering/mask rules due to their higher number of 
infections.  We may need to reintroduce face coverings/masks if the situation at Lord Grey 
changes.   
 
Finally I would like to urge us all to take a cautious approach to this stage of the lockdown easing.  
There are cases of the new variant locally and there is a suggestion that this strain of the virus is 
probably more transmissible.  Handwashing and hand sanitising remain very important routines 
and we will continue to keep classrooms well ventilated and clean.  Students should remember that 
keeping social distance is still important and that there are still a number of restrictions in place 
nationally that should be followed.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of Lord Grey Academy. 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

Jim Parker 
Principal 

https://www.lordgrey.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/DCT-Intervention-consent-Information-Year-7-1.pdf
https://forms.gle/ZTJa9FWQaciu73rd6

