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21 September 2020 
 
 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Guardians, 
 
I am writing to inform you that commencing the week beginning 28 September all Year 7 students 
will be completing the Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT4) during lesson time over the next three 
weeks. CAT 4 is commonly used across all schools in England. More information about the tests 
and how we use them can be found below. 
 
What is CAT4 and how do we use it? 

 
The Cognitive Abilities Test (CAT4) is a diagnostic assessment that is designed to help students 
and their teachers understand how they learn and what their academic potential might be. It 
assesses how students think in areas that are known to make a difference to learning. There are 
three tests, each lasting 45 minutes. 
 
While many other tests focus on a child’s attainment in core subjects, CAT4 is designed to give 
schools a much broader, more rounded view of each child, their potential and how they learn. 
Results help teachers decide about the pace of learning that is right for a student and whether 
additional support or challenge is needed. At the Academy it will enable us to firstly set accurate 
individualised targets and secondly it will allow us to target support towards every child to help 
them reach their full potential. The data collected will be used to support teaching and learning for 
all children. 
 
Students cannot revise for the assessments and should not worry about them. The tasks involve 
thinking about shapes and patterns (Non-Verbal Reasoning), words (Verbal Reasoning), numbers 
(Quantitative Reasoning) and some questions are answered by mentally generating and 
transforming visual images (Spatial Ability). 
 
Each student will receive a timetable to identify when they will take each of the three tests. As we 
are using the online version, students may choose to bring in their own headphones. If not, 
students will receive personal headphone covers for each of the tests. All aspects of the CAT4 
tests will be discussed with Year 7 students prior to taking the tests.  
 
Yours Sincerely 
 

 

Simon Killen 
Assistant Vice Principal 
 

 

 


