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Message from
the Principal
As you will see from this bumper edition of the newsletter there has been a lot going
on around the Academy in the last few weeks. Many of the activities and events are
focussed on some of the wider aspects of education and that contribute to personal
development. At Lord Grey we believe that it is essential to prepare our students for
all aspects of their future life and that is why we devote time to a variety of
programmes and courses that promotes personal development.
In the last two weeks students in Year 10 and Year 11 have been working with Brook,
who are one of our external providers, to discuss and understand the idea of consent
in relationships. These sessions, led by expert practitioners were very well received by
the students and they have developed understanding and skills that they will take with
them into adult life.
Our Year 9 students have spent a day exploring ideas of aspiration and careers
with external guests as well as Lord Grey staff. They engaged brilliantly with the workshops and again will have developed skills and knowledge that will help them in later
life. You can't take an exam in these subjects of course, but the understanding that
students have developed is just as important at any GCSE.

Jim Parker, Principal

Upcoming
Events
2019

11 December 2019
Year 11 Parents’ Evening
Please note: this is a date change
due to the General Election
18 December 2019
Christmas Concert, 7pm
20 December 2019
Last Day of Term
23 December 2019 - 3 January 2020
Christmas Holidays
6 January 2020
Academy re-opens
for students and staff
9 January 2020
Sixth Form Open Evening
6pm-8pm

SIXTH FORM OPENING EVENING.
Engage with your future.
9 January 2020, 6pm-8pm.
Presentation at 6.15pm.

Learn Live with Network Rail
Rail Safety LIVE was a live streamed event
broadcast from Lord Grey Academy to
thousands across the UK on Monday
25 November 2019. It was watched by
94,500 people!
It focused on rail safety, the dangers on and
near the railway and powerful key safety
messages to help keep our young people
safe.
Below is the link if you would like to watch
the ON DEMAND version.
https://learnliveuk.com/rail-safety-live-2/

Successful MK Park Run
on Saturday 23 November.
Well done all. #lordgreycan!

A BIG THANK YOU TO ST MARY’S CHURCH
FOR THIS WONDERFUL HAMPER DONATION.
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Lord Grey Level 3 Leaders at Lead the Way Conference.
On 28 November. Working with Paralympian Ian Rose .

Students @LordGreyAcademy walking the course
ahead of the cross country event on 27 November
Good luck to you all! hashtag#lordgreycan!

At the start of the term we had children’s performance
poet Paul Delaney in to deliver workshops with ninety of
our Year 7 and Year 8 students.
Paul then selected 14 of these students to perform in the
Poetry Buzz Celebration Evening on Wednesday 27
November alongside some of our students from local
primary schools. Our performers were:

POETRY BUZZ FINAL
CELEBRATIONS were held
on 27 November, with
Dione and Harry winning 'Poet of Merit' awards.
Congratulations, you all did superbly. #lordgreycan!

Lizzie, Sanum, Madison, Dione, Hollie, Eliza, Charlotte,
Harry, Jade, Roberta, Jenna, Phoebe, Carys and Harley.
Our judges Mr Parker, Mrs Turvey and A-Level English
Literature students Callum and Chance, deliberated for
some time. Their final result had Dione and Harry
chosen as poets of merit, with the winning prize
going to a very impressive Year 5 student from
Chestnuts Primary School with her poem “If I Could Be
Enid Blyton...”.
The evening was a great success and we are already
looking forward to Poetry Buzz 2020!
Miss Brett, Teacher of English & Head of Key Stage 3 English

GETTING READY FOR SPRING
Lots of bulbs being planted on Thursday 28 November to the front
of the Academy ready for spring. Thank you to our wonderful
helpers. This I am sure will brighten up our entrance. Many of the
bulbs were donated by Morrisons supermarket, whom we thank
very much for their kind generosity.
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Success at the Cross Country Event
Well done to all our students who took part in the event. There was some sensational running and
personal best times! Many congratulations, keep working hard and preparing well for your race events.
#lordgreycan!
FANTASTIC RESULTS, MANY CONGRATULATIONS:
Louisa finished 29th out of 54 runners
Lia finished 16th out of 62 runners
Paige finished 19th out of 62 runners
Jamie finished 19th out of 62 runners
Ryan finished 29th out of 62 runners
Charlie finished 11th out of 20 runners
Celine finished 16th out of 20 runners
Chloe finished 17th out of 20 runners
Jake finished 19th out of 27 runners

The Christmas Festivities Begin
The Canteen had help this week from a number of our
students. They ably assisted Mrs Harrison to put up the
Christmas Tree. The Canteen is now very
festive, in readiness for the Christmas
Lunch Celebrations on 18 December.
A BIG thank you to everyone for
all their efforts.
The Canteen Staff
4

My words are worth waiting for.

A stammer is categorised as being “speech with sudden
involuntary pauses”. I know just the feeling- the sudden,
abrupt inability to speak is overwhelming. Until I accepted that
my stammer was a part of me, I was never able to
control the feelings of embarrassment and shame whenever I
couldn’t express myself like everyone else seemed to do so
easily. If close to 67 million people in the world stammer, why
is it so often misunderstood?

But what my stammer has taught me is that when you say
something with confidence people listen, when you’re
ashamed of your voice, you’re ashamed of your message. So
don’t finish my sentences, don’t look at the clock when I’m
speaking, don’t ask me if I have seen The King’s Speech, don’t
take my stammering as an opportunity to start talking when I
am and don’t tell me to “spit it out” because if I have
something to say I will say it no matter how long it takes.

No- I can’t control when I stammer. The more I fight against it,
the more I seize up. On a good day I don’t even notice it, but
on a bad day almost every word is a struggle to get out. So I try
not to let my speech define me, but I am always well aware
that it is the first thing that, on a bad day, people notice.

Why now? Because after 17 years of stammering, today I have
finally accepted that it’s a part of me and I thank
everyone in my life who has accepted it too… I don’t know if
my stammer will ever go, but one thing I do know is that I have
a need for my voice to be heard, and that will never disappear.

I even go as far as changing words for ones that I know I won’t
stammer on- my words can be jumbled when my thoughts are
clear as day.

Eleanor is in Year 13 and studying Biology,
Psychology, and English Literature A-Levels as
well as the Extended Project Qualification.
For more information about stammering,
visit https://stamma.org/about-stammering/
life-stammer

And yes, I know that my stammer makes others
uncomfortable, I’ll always note their eyes flicking to the clock
when I compliment someone’s l-l-l-lovely outfit or awkwardly
flicking down when I can’t even say my own name.

Enigma House - Inter House Olympics Champions.
A huge well done to all the Enigma students who took part in the
Inter House Olympics on Tuesday 3 December after school. This is
an annual event run by our Sixth Form students, displaying
their skills at organising, setting up, encouraging and supporting
younger students in Year 7 and Year 8.

our Sixth Form students for all their encouragement and of
course the time that they have given over to allow this to happen.
Squad Year 7 - Robert, Ethan, Ollie, Lewis, Ben, Ellie, Chelsie, Leah,
Hollie and Sophie. Squad Year 8 - Elliott, Max, Krystian, Harley,
Israel, Sam, Maida, Gracie, Latina and Isobel.

Once again the Olympics ran to plan offering different sporting
activities all to compete in. Thank you so much to Mr Henry and

Ms Dunn and Mrs Kirby are so proud of you all.
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Year 9 Careers Day

Year 9 enjoyed a day off timetable for their annual Careers Day at the end of November. Instead of their usual lessons, they
spent time thinking about what sort of jobs there might be in the future, and what skills they are going to need to develop to do
those jobs. They also examined their own ambitions and drew up career action plans to talk through with people at home. Any
help they need in taking the steps needed in those action plans, then their tutors, Heads of House, and other staff are on hand.
Some students got the chance to try out Study Higher's Careers Simulation Pod - in which they found out more about health
careers. Others were lucky enough to be the first to try the new careers guidance website we are bringing in to replace the Job
Explorer Database, while others found out about different ways into Higher Education, or apprenticeships .
The students made a very favourable impression upon our guests:
“The students at Lord Grey have a great attitude towards their future and were fully engaged in our sessions. It was a real pleasure
to work with the students today and they were a credit to the school. I wish them all the best in their future careers.”
Campbell Glazier, Simulate your Future – Study Higher Team
“I was really impressed with how mature the students were, and how thoughtfully they asked questions and listened to my
answers. They are a credit to their families and to the staff at Lord Grey.” D.T. - Careers Workout Volunteer.
And the students were very positive about their day:
“Before today I hadn't thought about university, but now I really want to go!”
“I didn't realise that I can do a degree and work
at the same time. I want to get a degree
apprenticeship when I am eighteen.”
“I am going to be more focused on my future now.”
“I am really thinking more seriously about what I
am going to do in the future.”
We couldn't have run this day without the generosity of the scores of
volunteers who supported us.
If you can ever spare an hour to talk to students
about your career experiences, please get in touch
with careers@lordgrey.org.uk
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LORD GREY ACADEMY TERM DATES 2020/2021
PLEASE NOTE: THERE HAS BEEN A DATE CHANGE TO ONE OF THE TRAINING DAYS
30 JUNE 2021 TRAINING DAY HAS BEEN CHANGED TO 2 NOVEMBER 2020.
Open to students on
the morning of:
Mon 7 September 2020

Closed at the end of
afternoon on:
Fri 23 October 2020

Mon 26 October

Fri 30 October

Term 2 2020

Tues 3 November 2020

Fri 18 December 2020

Christmas Holidays

Mon 21 Dec 2020

Fri 1 Jan 2021

Term 3 2021

Tues 5 January 2021

Fri 12 February 2021

Mon 15 February

Fri 19 February

Mon 22 February 2021

Fri 26 March 2021

Mon 29 Mar

Fri 9 April

Mon 12 April 2021

Fri 28 May 2021

Mon 31 May

Fri 4 June

Mon 7 June 2021

Thur 22 July 2021

Term 1 2020
Half Term Holiday

Half Term Holiday
Term 4 2021
Easter Holiday
Term 5 2021
Half Term Holiday
Term 6 2020

Teacher Training Days: the school will be closed to students.
03 September 2020, 04 September 2020, 2 November 2020, 27 November 2020, 04 January 2021.
Bank Holidays: the school will be closed to staff and students. 25 December 2020, 26 December 2020,
01 January 2021, 02 April 2021, 05 April 2021, 03 May 2021, 31 May 2021, 30 August 2021.

Our lovely
canteen staff will
be cooking up
a delicious
Christmas lunch
for students and
staff on
Wednesday
18 December.
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Principal Star Awards
Congratulations to:
Helena, L12; Katie, L01; Lewis, E01; Amber, L04; Leia, E08; Lizzie,
L09; Alfie, E08 who received a Bronze Star Badge.
Molly, T14 received a Silver Star Badge.

Keep up the good work.

To gain these badges you MUST receive:
5 Principal Award cards = a bronze star badge
10 Principal Award cards = a silver star badge
20 Principle Award cards = a gold star badge
30 Principal Award cards = an amethyst badge
40 Principal Award cards = a ruby badge
50 Principal Award cards = an emerald badge.

COOKING THE ITALIAN WAY!
Mrs Saccá’s Year 9 Italian group recently had a lesson
about Italian cooking. Here are some photos and
comments about their experience.

“In our Italian lesson we were
able to cook pasta carbonara.
I cook this dish a lot at homeand had lots of fun cooking it a
school. I would love to do it
again. The pasta was super
good and I got to eat lots of it. I
would give the pasta a 10/10.”

“The Carbonara was tasty and I will
make it at home. I like Gino
D’Acampo’s recipe because it was
fairly quick and simple. Danika and I
worked very well as a group.” Daniella

Nando Nick
“Cooking pasta carbonara was very easy because the recipe had very
easy steps to follow. We had lots of fun doing this because none of us had
made it before. We worked very well as a group and it was very tasty. In
our opinion we wouldn’t change anything because we loved it. Maybe
one day we will cook it at home. We would love to cook again in lesson
because it was much fun and joyful.” Ethan, Jake, Jamie
“Recently in our Italian lesson we cooked pasta carbonara! It was very fun
and quite difficult to get everything to be cooked perfectly. Abbie and I
worked well as a team because we assigned ourselves various jobs and then
swapped halfway through. The pasta was delicious and I would make it at
home. I might even try another Italian dish. If I was to change something next
time I would add less cheese. I would love to do something like this again in
the future.” Eva

Lost Property
We have so much lost property within the school. If your child has lost or misplaced an item, especially coats, PE
Kits, shoes, trainers, spectacles please come to the HUB before 13 December to collect. We will be donating any
left over articles to charity after this date.
We cannot stress enough how important it is that you label all items brought into school. It gives us the best
chance of reuniting the students with their belongings.

Lord Grey Academy, Rickley Lane, Bletchley, MK3 6EW T: 01908 626110 E:enquiries@lordgrey.org.uk Twitter: @lordgreyacademy
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