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Message f rom  

the P r inc ipal  

On Wednesday I spent a very enjoyable evening at the Lord Grey Christmas  
Concert.  It was wonderful to see so many students taking part and the range of 
performances was impressive.  We heard some of the songs that will  
appear in our musical production of Charlie and the Chocolate Factory that will be 
performed in the spring term - it promises to be a great event!  The audience 
were also treated to a powerful drama piece about homelessness that was  
performed by drama club students.  I am pleased to say that our  
generous audience donated over £160 for the charity Crisis who support  
homeless people. You can read more on page 2. 
 

I am sure that everyone is ready for a rest from school and I hope that everyone 
can enjoy some time with family and friends over the holiday period.  We look 
forward to seeing the students back at school on Monday 6 January 2020. 
Happy Christmas! 
 
Jim Parker 
Principal 
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20 December 2019 
Last Day of Term 
 
23 December 2019 - 3 January 2020 
Christmas Holidays 
 
6 January 2020 
Academy re-opens  
for students and staff 
 
9 January 2020 
Sixth Form Open Evening 
6pm-8pm 

 
 
 

SIXTH FORM OPENING EVENING.   

Engage with your future. 

9 January 2020, 6pm-8pm.   

Presentation at 6.15pm. 
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Our amazing Year 11 Spanish 
students celebrating the ancient 
Catalan tradition of “Caga tió” to 
get Christmas presents. 

Our passionate linguists  
improving their listening skills 
watching “El Rey León” in 
Spanish.  Join us every  
Friday at lunchtime!   

Cinema Club 

Lord Grey Academy Hamper Campaign 2019 
A very big thank you to every member of staff that supported the 
hamper campaign this year.  We successfully packed 38 hampers that 
will delivered to families in time for Christmas. Your generosity is so 

much appreciated. Becky Reynolds  

Christmas Carol Concert 
We all got that festive feeling listening to the carol concert on Wednesday afternoon.  
Students performed a range of music, drama and dance pieces at this year’s Christmas  
Concert. 
 

One hundred children from Rickley Park Primary School and Abbeys Primary School joined us 
to celebrate the festive season, which showcased lots of Lord Grey talent.  Our students then 
went on to impress their parents and friends with a second performance in the evening. 
 
We hope you all enjoyed yourselves and we wish you all a very merry Christmas. 

The Drama Club performed a piece in the Christmas Concert this year and was based on the 
theme, ‘Homelessness at Christmas’.  
 
Inspired by this, the students involved decided that they would like to raise  
money for the charity, Crisis. After a fantastic evening with a very enthusiastic 
audience, we have counted that in total, £169.89 was raised in donations. This 
will be going straight to Crisis, and is enough to pay for six homeless people to 
have a warm bed, and Christmas Dinner at a Crisis Shelter this year.  
 
LGA is making a difference! A huge thanks to all who donated, and a massive 
well done to Sorcha, Olivia, Hannah, Lucy, Baylee and Princess  for creating and 
performing such a fantastic, hard-hitting performance. 
 
Nisha Patel, Drama 
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 We had a fantastic Christmas lunch @ Lord Grey  
Academy made by our wonderful ladies in the  
Canteen on Wednesday.  A huge thank you from us 
all. 

 

 
 

INTERNET SAFETY  
Some Year 7 and 8 students took part in an Internet Safety and Chatbot 
research session on Tuesday and Wednesday this week.  Initially the  
students took part in an internet safety session, identifying the dangers 
faced by young people online, then created their own video sketches, using 
Lego figures,  of conversations between a Chatbot and a young person  
facing a difficult situation online.  The Chatbot research is a collaboration  
between The Open University,  
Metropolitan Police and the  
Safety Centre Hazard Alley.  
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Careers Review of the Term 
The autumn term has been busy for us all, and certainly so for  
Careers.  As soon as we came back in September, I started collecting 
the destination information for all our leavers.  It’s a mammoth job to 
track down a couple of hundred ex-students, but it’s really interesting 
and useful to find out what they have gone on to do, plus it’s a legal 
requirement.  We’ve put a display of the Year 13 Alumni up in the 
Lecture Theatre and in the Sixth Form area, but we like to hear back 
from all students once they leave, and celebrate their successes after 
Lord Grey.  See the Academy’s Alumni web page. 

Early in the term, a Year 11 assembly reminded our students that at 
the end of June, they will leave Lord Grey.  This year goes by very fast! 
They need to get plans for Year 12 in place pretty sharpish. Many of 
them have been to see me for a 1:1 careers appointment already, and  
although I am getting very booked up, everyone is encouraged to see 
me before they leave. 
 
Also in September, a student midwife visited the Child Development 
class and shared lots of information about her career and how she 
chose it. At the end of the month, some of our Sixth Form students 
accompanied me to Hanslope Park to find out more about careers in 
government cyber security. 

 
In the middle of October, a 
small group of Year 9s came 
with me to the Biztech 
event on Engineering Your 
Future at Milton Keynes 
College.  We tried virtual 
reality hydraulic platforms, 
met one of the little  
shopping robots, and saw  
a Mars Rover, as well as  
finding out more about  
engineering careers. 

 
Year 11 enjoyed their last Careers Workout from WorkTree, where 
they met a range of people from local businesses and organisations 
and found out more about the skills they have needed in their  
careers.  The guests praised our students’ thoughtfulness and  
maturity. 
 
After the half term holidays saw the start of our Careers Assemblies 
series.  Junior O’Sei Tutu from Soccer Assist spoke to a packed Lecture  
Theatre about the football scholarships available.  The second  
assembly was Susan Taylor from Network Rail, who spoke about  
engineering careers, and the third one was in the last week of term, 
when Anna Madeley from the University of Bedford spoke about  
midwifery.   
 
Next term, we have Physiotherapy, Retail, Creative Careers, and ICT 
already booked, and other careers to be confirmed. The dates are 
announced on the Careers Google Classroom and students need to 
register for a place by asking their tutor, or contacting me directly. 
 
On 8 November, sixty students from Year 9 took part in a very lively 
STEM day run by Network Rail. They were faced with engineering 

challenges such as building a bridge 
that would hold the most weight, 
and designing a working level  
crossing from Lego.  Four of the very 
best students from that day were 
then invited to visit Network Rail’s 
headquarters for more engineering 
activities and competitions.  
 
In mid November, some of Year 9 
and Year 10 learners visited  
Wadham College, Oxford University, 
to encourage them to think about  
applying for the top 
universities.  This was a real  
Hogwarts experience, with our  
lunch taking place in a wonderful  
mediaeval dining hall. Meanwhile, 
some of our Sixth Form Criminology 
students went to a Criminology  
Conference in London. 
 
Right at the end of November,  
Year 9 had their annual Careers Day, 
which was packed with activities to 
help them think about their futures. 
I hope that they are all working on 
their career plans from that day. 
 
Year 11 had an assembly about  
Apprenticeships - which are a great 
alternative to full time study, and can lead to qualifications, even  
degrees, while you are also working and earning money.  I hope we 
can repeat this assembly in the spring term, when many more  
apprenticeships become available. 
 
Finally, last week saw the first CV workshop. It was oversubscribed 
but, before I run another one, I need to work out how to pack all that 
information into the twenty five minutes of form time.  Students are 
always welcome to email their draft CVs to me for comments and 
suggestions. 
 
Spring term is already filling up with more careers assemblies, two 
Careers Days, and many more events and visits.  I wish all our  
students a good break and rest from studying, and see you all in two 
weeks! 
 
 
 
Joanna Brown 
Careers and Futures Adviser 
E: joanna.brown@lordgrey.org.uk 

https://www.lordgrey.org.uk/alumni/
mailto:joanna.brown@lordgrey.org.uk
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Lord Grey Academy, Rickley Lane, Bletchley, MK3 6EW T: 01908 626110  E:enquiries@lordgrey.org.uk  Twitter: @lordgreyacademy 

Congratulations to:  Euodia,T06;  Arbab, L15; Kayne, T13; 

Rhys, E08; Dylan-tomas, E17; Shannon, L15; Orla, C10; Phoebe, 
L04; who received a Bronze Star Badge. 
Brandon, C01 who received a Silver Star Badge.   
Gracie, E12 who received a Gold Star Badge. 

 
Well done all, and keep up the good work. 
 

To gain these badges you MUST receive: 
5 Principal Award cards = a bronze star badge 
10 Principal Award cards = a silver star badge  
20 Principle Award cards = a gold star badge 
30  Principal Award cards = an amethyst  badge 
40 Principal Award cards = a ruby badge 
50 Principal Award cards =  an emerald badge.   

 

Principal Star Awards 

HATE CRIME AND BULLYING AWARENESS TRAINING 

COMMUNITY SPEED WATCH 

Madi and Caira  attended and  

participated in an awareness  

course for hate crime and  

bullying recently.  They were  

very focussed and gave their  

presentation to a large  

audience before being  

awarded with their certificates. 

Congratulations ladies, you did a 

fantastic job.  #lordgreycan! 

 

Our students who are  

studying the Level 2 Public 

Services course have been 

working with community 

speed watch.  They looked at 

how the scheme works and 

how to record details of passing cars and if 

they were within the 20mph zone outside 

the academy.  


