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The Great Powers in 1900
Germany
 Formed in 1871 from lots of little German states.
 Ruled over by Kaiser Wilhelm II.
 He wanted “a place in the sun” (not the TV
program, but land abroad like the other big
countries had).
 They would need a strong army and navy to get
this.
 Had fought against France in 1871 and won.
 In Treaty of Frankfurt, Germany took AlsaceLorraine from France.
 France had to pay 200 million francs to Germany
to pay for the war damage.
France
 Wanted revenge on Germany for taking Alsace-Lorraine.
 Worried Germany would try to take over more of their
land, especially abroad.
Britain
 Made its money by trading with countries which were part of its
empire.
 Needed strong navy to keep its trade routes open.
 Felt safe from invasion because it was an island, so didn’t need
to make alliances.
 Had a policy called “splendid isolation” which meant not really
involving itself with the other great powers.
 But, began to feel threatened by Germany’s increasing power.

Russia
 Thought they should control Slav people, including Serbs.
 Supported them against Austria-Hungary.
 Rivalry between Russia and Austria-Hungary in the Balkans
(Baltic States/ Serbia and Bosnia).
 Russia wanted to control the area to improve its trade.
Austria-Hungary
 Made up of lots of nationalities – Germans, Hungarians,
Czechs, Poles and Serbs.
 Difficult to keep them all together.
 Worried the Serbs in Austria-Hungary would want to join
Serbia.
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Britain Pre 1900
Splendid Isolation
Britain’s policy to stay out of European problems and concentrate on building up its empire
in Africa, India and America.
Aimed to maintain the balance of power in Europe.
Britain came out of isolation, to build up allies against Germany, to keep themselves safe.
Splendid Isolation ended in 1902, with the Anglo-Japanese alliance. Britain then formed
alliances with France and Russia.

The Navy
Britain’s navy protected trade routes with its colonies.
1889 Naval Defence Act set up the “two power standard.”
This meant the Royal Navy had to be equal to that of the next two naval
powers combined.
Britain thought Russia and France would be the navies most likely to be a
threat.
From 1902, feeling threatened by Germany, the British navy decided that it
would use the two power standard, and add an extra six battleships on top.

Germany Pre 1900
Realpolitik and Weltpolitik
Realpolitik (1870-1890) – Bismarck’s policy – to make sure that
Germany wouldn’t ever fight a war on two fronts in Europe.
Weltpolitik (1890) – world policy – Kaiser Wilhelm’s idea to take over
more land.
He wanted a strong navy and to take over land in Africa.
Germany passed five naval laws, to increase ships and personnel.
Germany soon had the world’s second largest fleet.

Encirclement
Germany began to feel surrounded by its enemies – with Russia to
the east and France to the west, Germany was stuck in the middle.
Germany felt it should build up its own alliances to protect itself.
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Empire Building
Britain and France had the largest Empires in 1900.
This made them very powerful.
They could make lots of money from trading with their colonies
(the overseas land they owned).
It also made them look good (prestige).
Colonies often had good raw materials for industry, cheap food and could
be mined for gold and diamonds.
Controlling extra land also meant controlling more people, who could be
encouraged to fight for the empire if they were needed (Britain used men
from Australia, India and Africa during WW1).
1870-1900 European countries focused on trying to take over land in
Africa.
Germany was jealous because it felt all the best land had been taken.
Remember, the Kaiser wanted “a place in the sun.”
This is why France and Germany argued over who should have Morocco
(in northern Africa!).
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Alliance System
Triple Alliance – Germany, Austria-Hungary
and Italy
Triple Entente – Britain, France and Russia

Balkans

The Triple Alliance
 1871, Germany became a united country.
 The Austrian Empire was weak and it needed a strong ally.
 Dual Alliance is formed in 1879 between Austria and Germany who
promise to help each other if either goes to war.
 Italy joined Austria and Germany in 1882 to make the Triple Alliance.
The Triple Entente
 France was allied to Russia in 1894. They would help each other if
Germany attacked either of them.
 1904, Entente Cordiale is formed between Britain and France.
 It was a ‘friendly agreement’ – they promised not to argue over colonies.
 1907, Britain set up a friendly agreement with Russia.
 The Entente Cordiale became the Triple Entente, as France, Britain and
Russia promise to protect each other.
Analysis
The alliances were defensive – to protect each other in case they were
attacked.
But, Germany was surrounded by the Triple Entente and felt
threatened.
The treaties were secret and this increased tension – neither side
trusted the other.
If there was an incident in Europe it is now more likely that all the major
powers will get involved (this happened after the assassination of
Franz Ferdinand).
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The Morocco Crises
Morocco 1905-6
1905, the Kaiser visited Morocco, promised to support
Morocco’s independence.
France were angry – they wanted to take over Morocco.
1906 conference in Algeciras – Britain and Russia agreed
with France that Germany should have no say in
Morocco.
Strengthened France’s alliance with Britain.
Germany felt resentful – the others had ganged up
against them.

Agadoo, doo, doo
– push pineapple,
grind coffee…
(to help you
remember Agadir!)

Morocco 1911
1911, uprising in Morocco, France help put it down.
Germany angry at France’s intervention.
Germany sends gunboat ‘The Panther’ to Agadir to challenge
France.
Britain worried Germany would set up a naval base in Agadir.
This would challenge Britain’s naval supremacy/ best navy.
Britain supported France.
Britain and France made a naval agreement – Britain promised to
defend France’s northern coast if it was attacked by Germany.
France took over Morocco.
Gave Germany 100,000 square miles of the French Congo (in
Africa).
It was rubbish swamp land.
Germany was really angry and would not back down again!

Germans sending ‘The
Panther’ to Agadir
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The Bosnian Crisis 1908-9

Bosnia

Bosnia was a Slav state – in the Balkans.
1908, taken over by Austria-Hungary.
Serbia was angry because it had lots of Slavs in its country too.
Serbia wanted to have Bosnia so all the Slavs would be united.
Serbia asked Russia for help because it was only a tiny country.
1909, Russia backed out because Germany said they would stick up
for Austria-Hungary.
Russia wasn’t ready for a war yet.
Austria-Hungary now knew they could rely on Germany for support.
This is partly why they were so aggressive after the assassination of
Franz Ferdinand.
Russia was determined not to back down the next time.
Serbia felt cheated, and wanted revenge on Austria-Hungary.

+
Germany

V.
Austria-Hungary

+
Serbia
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Russia

The Arms Race and the Naval Race
This was the race to build armaments (arms). Mostly between Britain and
Germany.
Tension grew between these countries – why build up your weapons
and army if you don’t mean to fight?!

The Arms Race 1900-14
All the Great Powers were building up their armies at this time.
Britain was the only one not to have conscription before 1914 (forcing
people to join the army).
Britain’s army got smaller before 1914, but they were more worried about
their navy.
1913, France made all its young men serve 3 years compulsory military
service, instead of 2.
In Russia, they had to serve 3 and a half years instead of the previous 3.
Only Russia had a bigger army than Germany.
But, Russia’s army was very disorganised.

Growth of army and navy personnel:
(number of soldiers and sailors)

Dreadnoughts –
Thick armour
plating, fast
engines, rotating
gun turrets, could
fire 6 miles in any
direction.

Britain
France
Russia
Germany
Austria-Hungary
Italy

1900
0.6m
0.7m
1.1m
0.5m
0.25m
0.25m

1914
0.5m
0.9m
1.35m
0.9m
0.35m
0.35m

The Naval Race 1906-14
In 1900, Britain had the biggest navy in the world.
It needed it because it was an island and had lots of
overseas land to protect, and made money from overseas
trade.
Germany started building up its navy in 1898 – Britain
worried it would be a rival.
1906, both started building Dreadnoughts, a new battleship.
British public were worried.
They chanted “we want 8 and won’t wait.”
The government had only planned to build 4 Dreadnoughts,
but ended up with 29.
Germany built 17.
So there was a clear winner – the naval race built up
tension but was not a major cause of WW1.
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The Assassination of Franz Ferdinand

The Story
28th June 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdiand visits Sarajevo in Bosnia.
He is the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne.
He is there to inspect the troops in the area, to make sure AustriaHungary has control after the recent take over.
He takes his wife Sophie because it is their anniversary.
Along the route, members of the Black Hand gang are waiting for a
chance to kill Franz.
As Franz and Sophie drive along, a bomb is thrown at the car but it
bounces and blows up the wrong one!
Franz and Sophie visit the injured people, in hospital.
On the way home, their driver takes a wrong turn.
They drive past Gavrilo Princip – a member of the Black Hand gang.
He is having a cup of coffee, feeling sorry for himself because he
thinks the assassination plan has failed.
This is his chance – he leaves the café and jumps onto the running
board of the car.
Gavrilo fires at point blank range, killing Sophie and Franz.
Gavrilo tries to take poison but it doesn’t work.
He is arrested and dies from the poor conditions in prison.

Gavrilo Princip, member of the
Black Hand gang

Archduke Franz Ferdinand,
heir to Austro-Hungarian
throne (and yes, the band
is named after him!)
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Causes
The Black Hand gang wanted all the Slavs to be united.
They were angry that Austria-Hungary had taken over Bosnia which
contained lots of Slav people.
They wanted to kill Franz Ferdinand as revenge – he was going to be the
next ruler of Austria-Hungary.

Consequences
Serbia had a strong army and was friends with Russia.
Austria-Hungary saw Serbia as a threat and wanted an excuse to crush it!
After the murder, Austria-Hungary gave Serbia a list of 10 points.
If they refused to meet them, Austria-Hungary said they would declare war.
The Black Hand gang were not linked to the Serbian government.
But, the government agreed to meet 9 of the 10 points.
They couldn’t meet the 10th because it meant Austria-Hungary coming into the
Serbian law courts to decide what should be done.
This would be giving up Serbian independence.
Austria declared war on Serbia 28th July 1914 – exactly one month after the
assassination.
Russia joined in to protect Serbia (so it didn’t let them down again as in the
Bosnian crisis).
Germany declared war to support Austria-Hungary.
Britain said it would only join the war if France was threatened.
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The Schlieffen Plan
What and Why?
To avoid war on two fronts which would mean splitting the German
forces – sending half west to France and half east to Russia.
Planned to take over France within 6 weeks, before Russia had time
to mobilise its army.
Thought it would take Russia a long time because it was a huge
country and the transport system was poor.
Once they had taken France, they could turn round and fight Russia if
necessary.
Would go through Belgium to get to France, easy to defeat weak
Belgian army.
Wanted to avoid heavily defended border of France near AlsaceLorraine.
Then surround Paris because it was the capital.

Why Didn’t it Work?

1. Treaty of London
Signed in 1839 – Britain and
Prussia said they would attack
anyone who endangered Belgium’s
neutrality.
When Belgium was invaded, Britain
stood by its promise and declared
war on Germany.

2. Belgium Fights Back!
Took French troops longer than
anticipated to get through Belgium
because the Belgian army put up a
good fight.
3. Russia Mobilises
Russia organised its troops
much more quickly than
Germany thought capable.
They attacked Germany which
then had to split its troops –
sending half back east to fight
the Russians.
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The BEF and Stalemate







What Was the BEF?

Failure of the Schlieffen Plan

British Expeditionary Force.
100,000 men.
Led by Sir John French.
Well trained and equipped.
Experience of warfare in the Boer War.
Arrived in France on 21st August 1914.

 German Schlieffen Plan depended on speed to work.
 Planned to take France in 6 weeks.
 BEF delayed the German army and gave France time to
launch a counter attack at the Marne.
 Meanwhile, Russia mobilised its troops.
 Germany had to split its forces – sending half to fight
Russia in the east, and half to fight France in the west.

Date
(all in 1914)
rd

23 August
26th August
5th-12th
September

12th October –
11th November

What Happened?
BEF fought Germans at Mons.
Held the Germans up by a day, heavy losses for Germany.
BEF retreated due to lack of support.
Battle at Le Cateau.
Germans thought they had 28 machine guns per battalion but the
English really only had 2.
Battle of the Marne.
BEF helped French army.
Germans pushed back to the river Aisne. They dug trenches, put
up barbed wire and machine guns to defend their position. The
war of movement was over.
Battle for the Channel Ports (in Ypres, Belgium).
BEF lost 50,000 men.
Germans lost 100,000 men.
BEF saved the Channel Ports, and kept their supply route open
from Britain.

Stalemate Begins
 Hopes of a short war were
over.
 Germans had lost many of
their best men.
 French suffered a million
casualties.
 Most of BEF were killed at
Ypres.
 Both sides concentrated on
defence now.
 They dug trenches.
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Trench Warfare
The allies and
Germans dug trenches
the whole length of
France. Over the 4
years of the war, they
moved less than 10
miles in either
direction.

Tactics
The same tactics were used over and over again, to try and break the stalemate of trench warfare:







Heavy artillery bombardment from behind the front line.
This was supposed to break up the barbed wire defences of the enemy.
It would also destroy the machine gun posts.
The men in the trenches were ordered to go over the top.
This meant climbing over the top of their trenches and advancing over no mans land.
The soldiers carried their personal kit, clothing and weapons, weighing 28 kilograms (more than a big,
heavy suitcase).
 They advanced over land that had been churned up by previous attacks and artillery bombardment.
 When they reached the enemy trenches, they had to get through the barbed wire and capture them.
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Trench Conditions
Toilets (Latrines)

 Holes cut into the back of trenches.
 Moved when they filled up.
 German snipers focused on them because
soldiers were vulnerable there

Rats

 Thousands of them.
 One pair can produce 880 rat babies a year.
 Lived off dead bodies and wounded soldiers.

Lice






Lived in seams of clothes.
Sucked blood of soldiers.
Soldiers killed them by holding match to them.
Hundreds of eggs in the seams hatched even when
clothes had been washed.

Trench Foot

 Knee deep in mud and water.
 Supposed to change socks every day and rub
whale oil on their feet.
 Feet and toes rotted like wet cardboard.
 Sometimes fell off, or had to be amputated.
 75,000 suffered from trench foot.










Food
Bully beef – corned beef in a tin.
Hard biscuits were a key part of the diet.
Drinking water transported in tins which had held petrol.
Food was transported through the communication trenches to
the front line.
Usually done at night.
Often attacked by Germans.
All front line soldiers got 3 shots of rum every morning.
When there was an attack, they got an extra shot of rum.

Attitudes to War

Censorship = stopping people
publishing negative things about
the war
Morale = confidence/ enthusiasm

 Soldiers wrote home.
 Letters were censored by government who didn’t want people
in England to know what the conditions were really like.
 Newspapers were censored.
 Official photographers and war artists were appointed by
government.
 Only to show certain parts of trenches, and no dead bodies.
 To keep morale high.
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Weapons





Machine Guns

600 bullets a minute.
Didn’t have to aim.
Underestimated by British generals.
Germans recognised their value and set up concrete
machine gun posts to protect their trenches.
 Rapid fire made it hard to capture trenches.

Horses

 Vulnerable to artillery and machine guns.
 In one charge only 3 out of 400 horses
survived.
 Mud and barbed wire made charges
impossible.
 Horses were used to transport equipment
and supplies.

Tanks

 British invention.
 First used at the Somme.
 Advanced ahead of the infantry, crushing barbed wire defences
and firing at the enemy.
 Frightened Germans and boosted British morale.
 First moved at walking pace.
 More than half broke down.
 By 1917, they were too fast for the infantry to keep up.
 6km an hour on solid ground, but much slower in the mud.
 High powered naval guns and three machine guns, protected
with armoured steel.
 Inside very noisy and hot.
 Crew could die if they stayed inside for more than three hours.

Artillery

 Howitzers fired shells hundreds of
yards.
 Caused most casualties.
 At the start, not very accurate.
 Often bombarded their own front
trenches before they got their range
right.

















Gas
Chlorine gas first used in Ypres, April 1915.
Irritated lungs, many died of suffocation.
Germans used phosgene which was more powerful.
In 1917 they used mustard gas which had no smell.
This temporarily blinded its victims, burned their skin and
poisoned their lungs.
Death was slow and painful, taking up to four weeks.
Many who survived the war later died of lung disease.
Soldiers carried gas masks at all times.
3,000 British troops died from gas in the whole war.
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Flame Throwers
Germans had three battalions
of flame throwers.
Carried out 650 attacks with
them.
To clear the front line of
attackers.
The cylinder carrying the fuel
might explode.
They were a target for enemy
fire.
British used two large, two
ton flame throwers at the
Somme.

Battle of Verdun
21st February 1916 – 16th December 1916
The Germans

Aim
 German plan to “bleed France white.”
 To kill 5 French soldiers for every 2 German
deaths.
 Verdun (in France) had 20 big forts near it.
 Germans thought the French would defend
them, as a matter of honour.

 140,000 troops.
 1,200 artillery guns.
 2,500,000 shells were fired at
Verdun.
 168 planes.

The French
 30,000 troops.
 Most of the forts in Verdun had very few
soldiers.
 Most were semi-retired.
 Lots of resources in Verdun had been
sent to other areas of the frontline.
 General Petain sent 90,000 more French
soldiers to help out.

The Battle
 On the first day, 1,000 German artillery guns fired along a six mile line.
 By 25th February, Germans had captured 10,000 French prisoners.
 It was a battle of attrition – each side trying to wear down the other until the enemy
ran out of men and weapons.

Impact
 British started the Battle of the
Somme early, to relieve pressure
from the French in Verdun.
 By end of October 1916, France
recaptured the forts at Vaux and
Douaumont.
 French army lost 360,000 men.
 Germans lost 340,000 men.

Page 17 of 30

The Battle of the Somme
June to November 1916

Brought the planned
attack forward by two
months
To relieve pressure on the
French at Verdun

French could only
contribute half the soldiers
planned

Front line was 25
miles long
Most British soldiers
were volunteers.
6 weeks training.

420,000 British deaths.
200,000 French deaths
500,000 German deaths.
New tactics – officers could
make decisions without asking
commanders. Didn’t always
start attacks at dawn.
Combined infantry, airpower,
artillery and tanks.

Pals battalions – group of
soldiers from same workplace/
university/ town

Compulsory military
service in Germany meant
most of their soldiers had
been trained for two years.

British gained 8km of land
Creeping barrage – shells
are fired in front of
advancing soldiers, to
protect them

British shelled German
trenches for first week
in July.
Haig said there wouldn’t
be a rat left alive.

Tanks – used for first time.
Sent soldiers over the
top, to walk across no
mans land.

British leaders were called
callous donkeys.
Same tactics were
repeated several times.
20,000 British deaths in
the first day.
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Germans had hidden in
concrete bunkers.
When British advanced,
they manned their
machine gun posts.

Battle of Passchendaele
18th July 1917 – 6th November 1917
Aims
 Get to the Belgian coast.
 Destroy German submarines which
were attacking British ships.

The Battle
 Ten day bombardment on 18th July.
 Three thousand artillery guns fired four million
shells.
 Infantry attack started on 31st July.
 Allied attack launched across 11 miles.
 Germans used mustard gas.
 Heaviest rain in 30 years.
 Tanks got stuck.
 Infantry soldiers struggled to march.
 Artillery bombardment had destroyed drainage
systems.
 Shell craters filled with water, so soldiers couldn’t
hide in them.

The Outcome
 The British captured
Passchendaele village from the
Germans.
 Haig was criticised for his poor
planning.
 Weakened German morale.
 British lost 250,000 men.
 Germans lost 200,000 men.
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War at Sea
Naval Aims

 Guard Britain from German ship attacks.
 Transport troops across the channel to
France.
 Protect ships bringing supplies to Britain.
 Blockade Germany, to starve them into
surrender.
 The one major battle at sea was the Battle of
Jutland.
 Both sides claimed victory.

Blockade of German Ports

 Britain stopped and searched all ships
going to Germany.
 Forbidden goods were taken (weapons,
uniforms, fertilisers).
 1915-16 poor harvests in Germany
because of lack of fertiliser.
 Malnutrition made Germans more likely to
catch diseases.
 Major reason for Germany’s surrender.

British Victories at Jutland
British fleet trapped the German
fleet
Germans retreated to home water
and stayed in port for the rest of the
war
Germany lost 11 ships
Germany lost 2,500 men
German navy mutinied in 1918
(refused to follow orders)

German Victories at Jutland
British shells were faulty – they
broke up when they hit the German
ships
Germans escaped at night
Britain lost 14 ships
Britain lost 6,000 men
Germans had better armed ships
Germans had more reliable weapons
British Grand Fleet had to stay on
guard in the North Sea – couldn’t be
used against the u-boats

Submarines

 Germans used their u-boats (submarines) to blockade
Britain.
 February 1915, Germany started unrestricted
submarine warfare – sinking everything.
 Sank the Lusitania 1915 – killed 1,000 people including
128 Americans.
 Paused unrestricted submarine warfare until 1917.
 January 1917, Britain had only 6 weeks of food left
because supply ships were attacked.
 Started rationing in April 1918.
 Submarine warfare harmed American trade and was a
big reason for them joining the war.
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Defeating U-Boats

 Armed convoys from April 1917 – to
protect supply ships.
 Warships used depth charges.
 Q ships were camouflaged warships, to
confuse and surprise u-boats.
 Submarine nets and floodlights.
 Mines destroyed 20 u-boats in 1917.

America Joins the War
Neutral
 1914, President Wilson said they wouldn’t join the war.
 Lots of immigrants had moved from Europe to America to escape the war.
 Supplied loans and equipment to the Allies (Britain and France).

German Submarines





March 1915, German u-boat sank the America ship ‘Frye.’
May 1915, sank the Lusitania which had 128 American passengers.
November 1915, sank Italian ship, killing 272 people.
(Italy had changed sides and helped the Allies from 1915)

Mexico






Germany asked Mexico to join the war, on their side, if America joined the Allies.
Germany sent the ‘Zimmermann Telegram’ to Mexico.
Said they would help Mexico win back Texas, New Mexico and Arizona from America.
Britain intercepted the message and told America.
America declared war on Germany 1st April 1917.

How Did It Help?







America sent 50,000 soldiers a month to Europe.
Fresh, new soldiers helped the Europeans who had been fighting for 4 years.
Lots of money and equipment.
Major turning point in war.
2m US soldiers served.
100,000 died.
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Russia Leaves the War

Why?
 Russia had a revolution in 1917.
 The new communist government needed Russian
soldiers in Russia to protect them.
 Signed peace treaty with Germany in November
1917 (Brest Litovsk).

Impact?








Germany transferred hundreds of thousands of troops back to the western front, early 1918.
Peace treaty took ages to organise.
Disrupted German plans to attack the Allies, in spring 1918.
One million German soldiers still in the east to enforce the treaty.
Russia’s revolution and civil war disrupted agriculture.
Difficult to feed the German soldiers there.
Strikes in Russia spread to Germany.
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Ludendorff Offensive
Ludendorff
 German General Ludendorff knew they
had to win the war before the
Americans arrived.
 His new offensive (attack) started in
March 1918.
 Huge bombardments of Allied
trenches.
 Followed by gas attacks.
 Then small bands of specially trained
“storm troops” attacked Allied
trenches.
 It was foggy and Allies couldn’t see
their attackers.
 They didn’t know where the attackers
would strike, so had to defend their
whole front line.
 Three German attacks, called:
o Operation Michael
o Operation Georgette
o Operation Blucher

German Successes
Advanced 60km
Paris was in range of
heavy gunfire
Allies retreated
Won 1200 square miles
of land

German Failures
Hard to defend all the
new land
Lost 400,000 men
No reserves to help
Troops left were
undisciplined and
badly fed
May-June 1918, no
further progress

The Allies
 New commander in chief General Foch.
 Learned lessons from Somme and
Passchendaele.
 If an offensive wasn’t working, they
stopped and tried something different.
 8th August, counter attacked along the
western front.
 September, they reached the Hindenburg
line.
 This was the German defensive position –
their last line of defences and trenches.

Page 23 of 30

Defeat of Germany
Impact of the Blockade












Allies had blockaded German ports.
Many Germans starving.
Couldn’t import food or fertiliser to grow crops.
Surviving on bread and turnips.
Flour in bread mixed with sawdust to make it go
further.
Flu epidemic killed thousands.
Soldiers’ rations were shortened.
Lowered morale.
A couple of times, whole regiments surrendered
to a single British tank.
November, sailors at Kiel mutinied – refusing to
leave port to fight the British.
Soldiers and workers went on strike.

Kaiser Wilhelm Abdicates
 His advisers said the army might
blame him for giving in to the Allies.
 He was worried they would attack
him.
 Not much support in Germany.
 9th November 1918, fled to Holland.

Armistice
 Ceasefire went into effect at 11am on 11th
November 1918.
 Germany had to stop fighting, withdraw all
troops to Germany, exchange prisoners and
promise to pay for damages.
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Exam Technique – How to Get Top Marks
This unit makes up half of paper one. You should spend 60 minutes
answering these four questions.
Question 1 – How do you know…? (4 marks)
Example – Source A supports the use of tanks. How do you know?
 Link source to knowledge – 2 examples.

I know the source supports… because it shows…It is true that...
 Explain provenance – 2 examples.

The source is biased because…
 You can get full marks for just provenance, or just knowledge. So, if you’re not
sure about what the source shows, analyse the provenance in lots of detail.
 How much? – 4 or 5 sentences.
 How long? – 6 minutes.

Question 2 – How Useful Source Question (12 marks)
Example – How useful are sources B and C to an historian studying the
Moroccan crisis of 1911?
 First source – useful knowledge. 2 or 3 examples.

It is useful because it tells me things that are true, for example...
 First source – not useful knowledge. 2 or 3 examples.

It is limited because it doesn’t show…
 First source – useful provenance. 2 examples.

It is useful because of its provenance. It was made by...
 First source not useful provenance. 2 examples.

The source is biased because…
 Second source – useful knowledge. 2 or 3 examples.

It is useful because it tells me things that are true, for example...
 Second source – not useful knowledge. 2 or 3 examples.

It is limited because it doesn’t show…
 Second source – useful provenance. 2 examples.

It is useful because of its provenance. It was made by...
 Second source not useful provenance. 2 examples.

The source is biased because…
 Conclusion to compare sources directly – which is more useful and why?
 How much? – one page.
 How long? – 18 minutes.
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Question 3 – Account Question (8 marks)
Example – Write an account of the Battle of the Somme
 Explain what happened, in detail.
 Think about causes and consequences.
 Link four consequences together, for full marks
 How much? – two thirds of a page.
 How long? – 12 minutes.

Question 4 – Essay (16 marks)
Example – the Schlieffen Plan was the most important cause of the First
World War. How far do you agree?
 Two factors (including the one in the question).
 Each factor has 5 facts.
 Link each factor to the question – 3 explanations (in this case, to explain
why that caused the war).
 Conclusion – make a decision about which was the most important factor.
 Link factors together in conclusion – how are they related?
 How much? – two pages
 How long? – 24 minutes

Hints when dealing with Provenance
When – when was the source made? Was it made at the time of the event,
when feelings were heightened? What else was happening at this time which
might influence what the person thinks/ is saying?
Who – Who has made the source? Where is the author/ artist from? Does
their nationality/ position impact what they say or what they will admit to?
Why – Why has the source been made? Is it made to persuade someone to
do something, like join the army or oppose Germany? Is it an election speech
to encourage people to vote for someone? This will impact what the source
says and what it emphasises.
What – what type of source is it? If it is a cartoon it is made to make people
laugh so will make fun of people or events. If it is a speech it is made to
persuade people. Link this to what it is saying and explain why it is only
giving one point of view.
To get marks for provenance, you must link the provenance to content. The
purpose of the source impacts the content and you must explain how.

Page 26 of 30

Sample Answers
These answers are all worth full marks – they are annotated so you can see
where the marks were awarded.
Question 1
Source A shows the war was Germany’s fault. How do you know? (4 marks)

Source A
The little boy is
Belgium, the man is
Germany.
British cartoon,
published in August
1914.

The source shows a bigger and stronger Germany bullying a smaller and
weaker Belgium. It depicts the Schlieffen Plan, when Germany invaded
France by going through neutral Belgium, which they thought would be easy.
Germany is being aggressive, and this action led to Britain joining the war
because of the Treaty of London (1839).
It is a British cartoon, to make fun of Germany, which we see because it has
sausages hanging out of his pocket. The source was made to encourage
British people to feel sorry for Belgium and maybe join the army to protect
Belgium, by showing Germany as threatening and greedy.

Question 2
Study sources B and C. How useful are sources B and C to a historian
studying the Ludendorff offensive? (12 marks)

Source B
Painting by
German
government
war artist,
March 1918.
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Source C
A report to the
German Kaiser
by General
Ludendorff,
August 1918.

The Ludendorff Offensive was thoroughly planned and
carefully carried out. We won 1200 square miles of land
and easily beat the British and French troops. The
superiority of our Stormtroopers really showed how
incompetent the British soldiers were. We will win this war.

Source B is useful because it shows us things that are true. For example, it
shows the uniforms, helmets, rifles and bayonets which the soldiers had. It
also shows them going over the top and in the background I can see no mans
land. I know the Ludendorff offensive was like this, because it was Germany’s
attempt to win the war in Mach 1918. Source B is less useful because it
misses things out. It doesn’t show that the German soldiers who attacked
were called storm troops, and that they attacked during fog, so the Allies
couldn’t see them. It also doesn’t show that attacks started with heavy
bombardments and then gas attacks. Or that the Allies didn’t know where
along their front line the Germans would attack.
The source is useful because it was made at the time of the war, and the
war artist would have been on the battlefield and seen what the soldiers were
doing. He has first hand experience of the war, although he wouldn’t have
painted his picture until later. Source B is not useful because it is biased. It is
made by a German government war artist. That means he will have been told
what to paint and draw by the government. He won’t be able to show
anything negative, and will want to show the Germans winning. The German
soldiers look brave and as if they are fighting hard. The government wanted
the German public to see this so they would keep up their morale, especially
because the war had been going on for four years and people were
exhausted.
Source C is useful because it says things that are true. For example, it
says the Germans won 1200 square miles of land and beat the British and the
French. The Allies retreated, and Germany came within miles of Paris which
was now in range of heavy gunfire. However, it doesn’t show the Germans
lost 400,000 men and the new land they had taken was difficult for them to
defend. It doesn’t show they had no reserves left to call upon, or that the
German advances stopped between May and August. The Germans made
no progress after that, especially once America starting sending their troops to
support the French and British forces.
Source C is useful because it is by Ludendorff, the man who had devised
the plan and seen it carried out. It was made during the war, and as he was
part of the action, he would know exactly what happened. However, it cannot
be trusted because he would have exaggerated to make his plan sound good.
He was reporting to the Kaiser, so will be keen to make his plan seem like a
success, and make sure he is not blamed for losing the war. The report was
made at a time when Germany was no longer making progress, so it is clear
that it is exaggerated. The plan was not as successful as he makes it sound.
The most useful source about the Ludendorff Offensive is source C
because it gives details of the victories and some of the techniques of the
battle. Source B is less accurate because it was made for the public to see
and so will only show positive things, like how brave the German soldiers
were.
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Question 3
Write an account of the Moroccan Crisis of 1905 (8 marks)
France and Germany both wanted Morocco. Wilhelm II had promised to
support Morocco’s independence, but he really wanted to take it over as part
of his ‘place in the sun’ plan to expand the German empire into Africa. At the
Algeciras conference in 1906 Britain and Russia backed up France and said
Germany shouldn’t have Morocco. It strengthened France’s alliance with
Britain (entente cordiale). They agreed not to argue over colonies, which was
important because they had the biggest empires in the world. It also led to
the Triple Entente, when Russia joined Britain and France in an alliance in
1907. Germany felt surrounded (encircled) by their enemies, and they wanted
revenge. This led directly to the Second Moroccan Crisis in 1911 when
Germany sent a gunboat to Agadir to challenge France.

Question 4
The most important cause of the First World War was the Bosnian Crisis.
How far do you agree? (16 marks)
The most important cause of the First World War was the Bosnian crisis.
Austria Hungary annexed Bosnia in 1908 to add it to their empire. Serbia was
angry about this because they had wanted to take over Bosnia. This is
because Bosnia and Serbia contained lots of Slav people and Serbia wanted
all Slavs to be united in their country. Serbia was too small to do anything
about this on its own. Russia supported Serbia but Germany supported
Austria Hungary and this worried Russia. Russia wasn’t ready for a war so
backed down in 1909 when it looked like if Russia declared war on Austria
Hungary, Germany would declare war on Russia. Austria Hungary was now
confident that they could rely on Germany’s support so they would be more
likely to be aggressive and not give in to another country’s demands. Russia
was determined not to back down again. This was the most important impact
of the crisis. The Bosnian crisis led to the assassination of Franz Ferdinand
when Serbs killed the heir to the Austro Hungarian throne. Russia firmly
supported Serbia that time, and it led to the alliances being involved and
leading to a full scale war. It acted like the trigger to the war, and Bosnia was
the background to that.
The alliance system was another cause of the war. The Triple Entente was
made up of Britain, France and Russia in 1907. The Triple Alliance was
formed in 1900, and included Germany, Austria Hungary and Italy. Germany
in particular felt surrounded by its enemies, and called this encirclement. The
alliances were supposed to be defensive, so that if one country was attacked,
the others would come and help out. But, lots of the terms were secret and it
made the two sides suspicious, each thinking that the other alliance was
getting ready to attack. The two alliances should help maintain a balance of
power in Europe, but if one side got stronger than the other, it would be
dangerous. The alliances meant that a small argument or dispute which
should involve two countries, would now involve lots of countries, as they all
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came to help out their allies. This nearly happened after the Bosnian crisis in
1908, and did happen after the assassination of Franz Ferdinand in 1914,
when Russia helped out Serbia, and then helped out France when they were
attacked. Germany supported Austria Hungary.
In conclusion, the most important cause was the Bosnian crisis because it led
directly to the assassination of Franz Ferdinand and that was the trigger to the
war starting. The Bosnian crisis led to threats and strengthened the two
separate alliances, making each side sure of support and giving them more
confidence to declare war in the future.
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