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Year 11 Curriculum 
 
The academy operates a one week timetable and the day comprises of five one hour lessons. 
The curriculum is divided as follows: 
 
 

Subject Number of lessons  
over each two-week period 

English 8 

Maths 8 

Science  10 

Religious Studies  2 

Languages or English Skills and Maths Mastery 6 

Core Physical Education 4 

Option A – History or Geography or Study Support 4 

Option B 4 

Option C 4 

 
 
ELECTRONIC LEARNING 
We ask that parents and students log-on to Go4Schools (Parent Portal) and Moodle (Virtual 
Learning Environment) on a very regular basis to check for homework tasks, learning resources 
and messages from teachers. To log-on to Go4Schools, parents should use their personal email 
and own password, this can be reset at anytime. Students accessing Go4Schools, must use their 
P number and school email.  
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Year 11 Curriculum (continued)
 
EQUIPMENT 
The academy provides all the necessary textbooks, resource materials, equipment and 
stationery.  However, we ask that all students equip themselves with: 
  

 A sensible, stout, waterproof bag in which to put everything, at least A4 size  

 A purple pen to respond to teacher’s marking 

 Pens 

 Coloured pencils 

 Compass 

 Calculator 

 Pencils and Ruler 

 Protractor 

 A dictionary, thesaurus and an atlas are basic reference sources and will obviously 
prove useful 

 Language dictionary. 
  
PERSONAL PLANNER  
The personal planner will indicate homework set. The homework timetable is designed to be  
balanced with two or three subjects every evening of about 45 minutes duration each. Plus 
three to four hours at weekends. We ask parents to sign the planner each week, so that 
problems, if any, can immediately be identified. (It is essential to have a quiet place at home 
where students can study and complete homework. 
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English Language GCSE
 
ORGANISATION OF LESSONS 
English is studies for four lessons each week.  There is a top set and a bottom set in each half of 
the year (group 1 and group 3).  The remaining students in each half of the year are split into 
mixed ability groups. In addition some students will have additional skills lessons where the 
focus will be on core skills – this is instead of a foreign language. These English skills lessons will 
build on and develop the grammar and text work done in Literature and Language lessons. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
All our groups will study the Eduqas (WJEC) syllabus under the new system. WJEC are a well 
respected exam board who have offered a personal touch to Lord Grey and our students. 
 
Students will study Language analysis, implicit and explicit meaning and analyse writers’ 
choices. When writing themselves they will be assessed on their use of vocabulary, structure, 
grammar and their written voice. 
 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The focus of the lessons will be textual analysis, improvement of writing skills and the 
development of speaking and listening skills. The lessons will be made interesting and 
stimulating by using a range of techniques - video, role play, worksheets, debates, source 
analysis and display work. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessment will be continuous, with exam practice at the centre of our assessment programme. 
Students will be tracked throughout their GCSE course, they will also be assessed for their 
Spoken Language skills at Distinction, Merit or Pass however, this will appear as a separate 
qualification on their certificate. GCSE English Language is graded 9-1. 
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English Literature GCSE
 
ORGANISATION OF COMBINED COURSE 
English is studied for four lessons each week. In English we cover two subjects - English 
Language and English Literature and students will gain two GCSE qualifications, as of this year 
BOTH count equally for employers. There is a top set and a bottom set in each half of the year 
(group 1 and group 3).  The remaining students in each half of the year are split into mixed 
ability groups. In addition some students will have additional skills lessons where the focus will 
be on core skills – this is instead of a foreign language. These English skills lessons will build on 
and develop the grammar and text work done in Literature and Language lessons.  
 
COURSE CONTENT 
All our groups will study the Eduqas (WJEC) syllabus under the new system. WJEC are a well 
respected exam board who have offered a personal touch to Lord Grey and our students. 
 
Students will study language analysis, implicit and explicit meaning and analyse writers’ choices. 
When writing themselves they will be assessed on their use of vocabulary, structure, grammar 
and their written voice. 

 

  Paper One – Shakespeare and Anthology Poetry from 1789 onwards. 

 

 Paper Two – Post 1914 prose or drama and 19th Century prose and unseen poetry of 
20th/21st centuries.  

 

MODE OF DELIVERY 

The focus of the lessons will be textual analysis, improvement of writing skills and the 
development of analysis. The lessons will be made interesting and stimulating by using a range 
of techniques - video, role play, worksheets, debates, source analysis and display work. 
 
ASSESSMENT 

Assessment will be continuous, with exam practice at the centre of our assessment programme. 
Students will be tracked throughout their GCSE course; they will be assessed on the texts they 
have studied through thematic exploration and character analysis.  Grades 9-1 are given. 
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Mathematics GCSE 
 

ORGANISATION OF LESSONS 
Maths is a core subject which tries to enter ALL Year 11 students for their GCSE exam. X and Y 
are the two halves of the year group and classes are set from 1 to 4 or 5 (X1 or Y1 being the 
highest). All students will attend four lessons each week of Maths.  Some students will have an 
additional 2 lessons of Mathematics Mastery each week instead of a foreign language.  This is 
to help consolidate the fundamentals of numeracy to help support the teaching of GCSE 
Mathematics.   
   

COURSE CONTENT 
During Year 11 students will continue to study GCSE Mathematics from where they finished in 
Year 10.  The course they will follow is the AQA Linear course (8300).  Students will sit their 
GCSE examination in May and June 2020.  Much of the content below will have been studied in 
Years 9 and 10. Year 11 builds on this.  
  
Depending on the tier of the student, the following topics will be studied in the order shown.  
Note that this is for the entire course and not just Year 11. 
 
HIGHER SCHEME (TARGET GRADES 9-4) 

Angles, scale diagrams and bearings 
 

Calculating with percentages 

Basic number, factors and multiples 
 

Statistical measures 

Basic algebra review 
 

Constructions and loci 

Fractions and decimals 
 

Probability 

Coordinates and linear graphs 
 

Volume 

Rounding 
 

Algebra: quadratics, rearranging formulae and identities 

Collecting and representing data 
 

Scatter graphs 

Sequences 
 

Numerical methods 

Basic percentages 
 

Equation of a circle 

Perimeter and area 
 

Further equations and graphs 

circumference and area 
 

Simultaneous equations 

Real life graphs 
 

Sketching graphs 

Ratio and proportion 
 

Direct and inverse proportion 

Properties of polygons 
 

Inequalities 

Equations 
 

Pythagoras' Theorem and basic trigonometry 

Indices 
 

Growth and decay 

Surds 
 

Vectors 

Basic Probability 
 

Transforming functions 

Standard Form 
 

Sine and cosine rules 

Measures 
 

Circle Theorems 

Transformations 
 

Gradients and Rate of change 

Congruence and Similarity 
 

Pre-calculus and Area under a curve 

2D representations of 3D shapes 
 

Algebraic fractions 
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Mathematics GCSE (continued) 
 
FOUNDATION SCHEME (TARGET GRADES 5-1) 

Angles 
 

Congruence and similarity 

Scale drawings and bearings 
 

2D representations of 3D shapes 

Basic number 
 

Calculating with percentages 

Factors and multiples 
 

Measures 

Basic algebra 
 

Statistical measures 

Basic fractions 
 

Constructions and loci 

Coordinates and line graphs 
 

Probability 

Basic decimals 
 

Volume 

Rounding 
 

Algebra: quadratics, rearranging formulae and identities 

Collecting and representing data 
 

Scatter graphs 

Sequences 
 

Inequalities 

Basic percentages 
 

Pythagoras' Theorem 

Perimeter and area 
 

Simultaneous equations 

Circumference and area 
 

Algebra and graphs (1) 

real life graphs 
 

Algebra and graphs (2) 

Ratio and proportion 
 

Sketching graphs 

Properties of polygons 
 

Direct and inverse proportion 

Equations 
 

Trigonometry 

Indices 
 

Solving quadratic equations 

Standard Form 
 

Quadratic graphs 

Basic probability 
 

Growth and decay 

Transformations 
 

Vectors 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The lessons are both theoretical and practical. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Maths is assessed through tier of entry, with specific grades available for each tier. Higher has 
target grades of 9 - 4 and Foundation has the target grades 5 - 1.  Final assessment will be by 
100% examination.  All students will sit three one hour and thirty minute papers at either 
Higher or Foundation tier.  The first paper is a non-calculator paper; the other two are 
calculator papers. 
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Science GCSE Separate Sciences and GCSE Combined Science 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All students follow the OCR Specification A GCSE Gateway Combined Science (worth two GCSEs, 
grade 9-1) or OCR Specification A GCSE Gateway Physics, Chemistry and Biology (worth three 
GCSEs, grade 9-1).  All classes have six lessons each week in Science.  
 
In Science students will be set according to ability.  The top two sets in each band will be mixed 
and will initially study Separate Sciences.  Final decisions on tier of entry and qualification will 
be informed by students’ achievement in tests and exams during Years 9 and 10.  The remaining 
students in each band will be in two mixed sets and a single lower set, or two mixed sets 
depending on the number of sets in the band.  These students will study GCSE Combined 
Science and it is anticipated that most of them will be entered for foundation tier where they 
can access grades 5 – 1.    
 
COURSE CONTENT 
The content of the Combined Science and Separate Science qualifications are similar, with 
additional content included in each topic for Separate Science.  The table below shows the total 
content for the course; we will not necessarily teach the units in the order shown.   
 

 Biology  Chemistry Physics 

Paper 1 
for each 
Science 

B1 Cell Level Systems C1 Particles P1 Matter 

B2 Scaling Up C2 Elements, 
Compounds and  
Mixtures 

P2 Forces 

B3 Organism Level 
Systems 

C3 Chemical Reactions P3 Electricity 

P4 Magnetism 

Paper 2 
for each 
Science 

B4 Community Level 
Systems 

C4 Predicting and 
Identifying  
Reactions and Products 

P5 Waves  

P6 Radioactivity 

B5 Interaction Between 
Systems 

C5 Monitoring and 
Controlling  
Chemical Changes 

P7 Energy  

B6 Global Challenges C6 Global Challenges P8 Global Challenges 

 Required Practicals Required Practicals Required Practicals 

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
As far as possible, students will have subject specialist teaching and have two lessons for each 
science per week.  These lessons are structured to include demonstrations and practicals as 
well as covering the knowledge and understanding which students will require before they are 
able to develop their analytical and evaluative skills.   
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Science GCSE Separate Sciences and GCSE Combined Science (cont.) 
 
ASSESSMENT 
During the course, students will be assessed using quizzes and tests based on past exam 
questions.  There is no controlled assessment or coursework for this qualification.  We are 
required to give students the opportunity to complete all of the required practical’s, but if a 
student is absent from the practical lesson when this is taking place, it is unlikely that there will 
be another opportunity.   
 
Students studying OCR GCSE Gateway Separate Sciences suite will sit two exams for each 
Science, i.e. six in total, at the end of Year 11.  Each exam is one hour and forty five minutes 
long.  Students will be awarded one of the new GCSE grades of 9-1 for each Science, thus 
achieving three GCSEs in total – Chemistry, Biology and Physics.  Examinations are available at 
foundation (grades 5-1) and higher tier (grades 9-3).  The tier of entry will be determined using 
the results of tests and exams during Years 9 and 10.   
 
Students studying OCR GCSE Gateway Combined Science suite will sit two exams for each 
Science, i.e. six in total, at the end of Year 11.  Each exam is one hour and ten minutes long.  
Students will be awarded two of the new GCSE grades.  It is anticipated that students studying 
GCSE Combined Science will sit the foundation tier with grades 5-5 to 1-1.   
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Religious Studies – non examination
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
In Year 11 we deliver Religious Studies in a cross curricular way. This means through assemblies, 
guest speakers, special events and PowerPoint information at Tutor Time for discussion. We 
focus on: Belonging; Believing; Behaving. We also focus on: thinking about religion and belief; 
enquiring, investigating and interpreting; reflecting, evaluation and communicating. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
We keep to the Milton Keynes SACRE guidance (agreed syllabus for RS) and focus on a range of 
topics – beliefs and traditions of the major religions; ethical issues; moral dilemmas faced in the 
21st Century and reflection on personal spirituality.  We look at: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
In Year 11 we deliver 
Religious Studies in a 
cross curricular way. This 
means through 
assemblies, guest 
speakers, special events 
and PowerPoint 
presentation information 
at Tutor Time for 
discussion.  
 
 
ASSESSMENT 
There is internal 
assessment for this 
course based on Bronze, 
Silver and Gold.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

 
Christianity, God 
Christianity, Evil 
Christianity, Creation 
Christianity, Jesus 
Christianity, Salvation 
Christianity, Spread of 
Christianity, Worship 

8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 

Christianity, Praying 
Christianity, Sacraments 
Christianity, Pilgrimage 
Christianity, Festivals 
Christianity, Working in the world 
Christianity, Modern charities 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

Ethical debate on family life 
Ethical debate on sex 
Ethical debate on marriage and divorce 
Ethical debate on complex families 
Ethical debate on gender and stereotypes 
Ethical debate on crime 
Ethical debate on reasons for crime 
Ethical debate on punishment 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

Ethical debate on corporal punishment 
Ethical debate on compassion 
Ethical debate on prisons 
Ethical debate on death penalty1 
Ethical debate on death penalty2 
Islam introduced 
Islam and angels 
Islam beliefs 
Islam holy books 

31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 

Islam Five Pillars 
Islam Duties 
Islam Hajj 
Islam Helping Others 
Islam Jihad 
Islam Ramadan 
Islam Festivals 
Atheism 
Right to vote 
Proud to be British 
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Languages - German GCSE 
 
 
ORGANISATION OF LESSONS 
Students studying GCSE German will have three lessons each week.  
 
COURSE CONTENT 
You will study three main themes in Years 9, 10 and 11. 
 

Theme Main Topic Sub-topics 

Theme 1 Identity and Culture Family and Friends 
Technology  
Leisure activities 
Customs & Festivals 

Theme 2 Local, national and Global 
study of interest.  

Local area 
Social Issues 
Global issues 
Travel & Tourism 

Theme 3 Current and future Study and 
Employment 

School 
Employment 
Future plans  

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Students will take part in a range of activities designed to develop their skills in speaking, 
listening, reading and writing. Students will practise role-plays and translations and will study 
authentic texts.  
  
ASSESSMENT 
Assessment will take place at the end of each half-term based on at least two of the following 
skills: Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. All four skills will be worth 25% respectively and 
are assessed through terminal exams in the summer of Year 11 in 2020. Grades 9-1 will be 
available, when passed.  
 
 

                                   

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwichcG2gbPbAhUB0xQKHVmSCxUQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http://www.teachingideas.co.uk/global-geography/german-day-ideas&psig=AOvVaw06awrYN-wsEUNsviV-iISP&ust=1527961247655359
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjqiZfCgbPbAhVCaRQKHWeBDJkQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https://twitter.com/pgsgerman&psig=AOvVaw06awrYN-wsEUNsviV-iISP&ust=1527961247655359
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Languages - Spanish GCSE 
 
ORGANISATION OF LESSONS 
Students studying GCSE Spanish will have three lessons each week. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students will study three main themes in Years 10 and 11: 

 

Theme Main Topic Sub-topics 

Theme 1 Identity and Culture Personal Identity, Family and Friends 
Leisure Activities 
Health and Holidays 

Theme 2 Local, national and global 
study of interest 

Festivals, Charity work  
Local area 
Global issues 

Theme 3 Current and future study and 
employment 

School 
Employment 
Future plans 

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Students will take part in a range of activities designed to develop their skills in Speaking, 
Reading, Writing and Listening. Students will practise role plays and translations and will study 
authentic texts. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Assessment will take place at the end of each half-term based on at least two of the following 
skills: Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. All four skills will be worth 25% respectively and 
are assessed via terminal exams in the summer of Year 11 in 2020. Grades 9-1 are available, 
when passed. 
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Physical Education Core: non examination 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes study core PE for two lessons each week. (In addition students can study PE or Dance 
in their options.) PE is a compulsory subject throughout the main school as we believe in the 
importance of young people staying fit, healthy and active. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students will tackle complex and demanding physical activities. They will get involved in a range 
of activities that develop personal fitness and promote an active, healthy lifestyle.  

Students will be taught / encouraged to:  

 use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in team 
and individual games [for example, badminton, basketball, cricket, football, hockey, 
netball, rounders, rugby and tennis]  

 develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive sports 
[for example, athletics and gymnastics], or other physical activities [for example, 
dance]  

 take part in further outdoor and adventurous activities in a range of environments 
which present intellectual and physical challenges and which encourage students to 
work in a team, building on trust and developing skills to solve problems, either 
individually or as a group  

 evaluate their performances compared to previous ones and demonstrate 
improvement across a range of physical activities to achieve their personal best  

 take part regularly in competitive sports and activities outside school through 
community  links or sports clubs.  

 
Students also have the chance to take part in the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme with 
emphasis on units being completed in their own time. This may incur a small cost and the hiring 
of equipment may be necessary. Some students may choose to complete leadership awards 
and qualifications through Sports Leaders UK and National Governing Bodies. Again, this may 
incur a small cost.     
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Each activity is studied for between four to eight weeks in blocks of work.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
There is no formal assessment. However a written assessment is given as part of the annual 
report to parents at Bronze, Silver or Gold. Progress updates data is given on a regular basis.  
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Art GCSE 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students who have been allocated Art as one of their options will have two lessons each week.  
  
COURSE CONTENT  
The course is about learning to express yourself more efficiently through visual means. In a 
visual and media orientated world we will provide students with the opportunities to 
communicate in direct and powerful non verbal ways. Students will learn to use and select 
primary and secondary source materials, record their observations, experiences and ideas. They 
will respond visually to artists and other cultures and be able to analyse and evaluate their own 
work and that of others, demonstrating an understanding of context. Students will visually 
explore and develop different ideas, media and processes and learn to further modify and 
refine their work before creating a final piece. 
The course is separated into two areas. The first is personal portfolio which is made up of 
separate projects which culminate in final pieces. The second area is the exam, this is not a 
written test. The exam takes the form of a ten week project and final piece. The course is 
heavily weighted towards the personal portfolio and it accounts for 60% of the final grade. The 
exam element of the course accounts for the remaining 40%.  
  
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Nearly all the lessons will have a practical 
task included in them. Students will draw 
and paint but will also explore ideas using 
lots of different techniques including: 
printing, casting, clay, collage, sculpture 
and Photoshop to name but a few. There 
will also be some theory based tasks. In 
these lessons students will look at the 
work of different artists and learn how to 
discuss their work and how they can use 
some of these ideas to help develop their 
own concepts. 
  
ASSESSMENT  
GCSE Art is assessed using the GCSE marking criteria layout by the Edexcel exam board. 
Students will have to be self-motivated and prepared to produce a high quality of work from 
the beginning of the course as everything they do will be marked and will count towards 60% of 
their overall grade. The remaining 40% will be a timed 10 hour exam with ten weeks of 
preparation time based around a set theme. Art in this option is a general art course which 
covers all aspects of art.  Students will be assessed using the GCSE grade criteria from 9-1 
throughout the course. 
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Art Textiles GCSE 
 

ORGANISATION OF LESSONS 
Students who have been allocated Art Textiles as one of their options will have two lessons 
each week. 
  
COURSE CONTENT 
The course is about learning to express yourself more efficiently through visual means. In a    
visual and media orientated world we will provide students with the opportunities to 
communicate in direct and powerful no verbal ways. Students will learn to use and select 
primary and secondary source materials, record their observations experiences and ideas. They 
will   respond visually to artists and other cultures and be able to analyse and evaluate their 
own work and that of others demonstrating an understanding of context. Students will visually 
explore and develop different ideas, media and processes and learn to further modify and 
refine their work before creating a final piece. 
  
The course is separated into two areas. The first is a personal portfolio which is made up of two 
separate projects which culminate in two final pieces. Each final piece will relate to the 
personal portfolio project themes and the artists and cultures that were studied. The second 
area is the exam, although this is not a written test. The exam takes the form of a ten week 
project and final piece. The course is heavily weighted towards the personal portfolio and it 
accounts for 60% of the final grade. The exam element of the course accounts for the remaining 
40%.  
  
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Nearly all the lessons will have a practical task included in them. 
Students will draw and paint but will also explore ideas using lots 
of different techniques including: silk painting, batik, handmade 
felt, image transfer, printing, weaving, and stitch. There will also be 
some theory based tasks. In these lessons students will look at the 
work of different artists and learn how to discuss their work and 
how they can use some of these ideas to help develop their own ideas. 
  
ASSESSMENT 
GCSE Art Textiles is assessed using the GCSE marking 
criteria layout by the Edexcel exam board. Students are 
awarded a grade of 9-1. Students will have to be self-
motivated and prepared to produce a high quality of work 
from the beginning of the course as everything they do 
will be marked and will count towards 60% of their overall 
grade. The remaining 40% will be a timed 10 hour exam 
with ten weeks of preparation time based around a set 
theme.  
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ASDAN Award – CoPE, within Study Support  

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
This is an option which is available to students who have Study Support sessions based in the 
LSU.   

  
COURSE CONTENT 
Students who study for the ASDAN Award within Study Support as their option will do a 
Certificate of Personal Effectiveness (CoPE) qualification. This is a portfolio qualification built 
up by working through allocated booklet tasks.  

  
The CoPE Student Book comprises 12 modules, each of which is divided into three sections. 
Each section should take 10 hours, which is worth one credit. Students will need 12 credits to 
gain the Certificate of Personal Effectiveness.  

  
The module titles are: 
Communication   Citizenship and Community 
Sport and Leisure   Independent Living 
The Environment   Vocational  Preparation 
Health and Fitness   Work Related Learning and Enterprise 
Science and Technology  International Links 
Expressive Arts   Beliefs and Values 
Combined Studies 

  
By building a Portfolio of Evidence as they complete various challenges, students must 
demonstrate competence at Level 1 or 2 in the following skills:  

 
Introduction to Working with Others,  
Introduction to Improving own Learning and Performance,  
Introduction to Problem Solving, 
Planning and Carrying out a Piece of Research,  
Communication through Discussion,  
Planning and Giving an Oral Presentation. 

  
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The course has some written work but lots of practical activities too. 

  
ASSESSMENT 
Students can achieve a qualification at Level 1 or Level 2. 

 

 



19 | P a g e  

 

Business Studies - GCSE  
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students who have been allocated GCSE Business Studies as one of their options will have two 
lessons each week. 
  
COURSE CONTENT 
The course that students follow will be the OCR GCSE in Business Studies. The course will  
encourage students to develop investigative, analytical and evaluative skills through a range  
of units that require students to consider how businesses operate within the wider world.  
  
Throughout this course students will study, marketing, recruitment, business structures,  
finance, business operations and influences on businesses. In Year 11 they will focus on;  

 Finance including; how businesses get the money to set up and operate and how they 
make a profit 

 Business operations including; how businesses produce the things we buy, the sales 
process and customer service and how businesses decide where to locate 

 Influences on business including; ethical and environmental considerations, the 
economy and its influences and globalisation 

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Business Studies lessons are made relevant and interesting through a range of techniques,  
video, presentations, workshops, display work, competitions and visits. 
  
ASSESSMENT  
This scheme of assessment is un-tiered, covering all ability ranges, with grades from 9-1.  
Lord Grey Flight Paths, 9-1, are used for progress check data and these allow students to 
become familiar with the expected GCSE criteria. Students will sit two exams at the end of the 
course, each 90 minutes long. This exam will consist of both multiple choice and extended 
writing questions designed to test a student’s ability to explain why they made a particular 
decision. There is no controlled assessment. 
  
PROGRESSION 
We offer a vocational Level 3 course and a traditional A-Level in Business course within  
our 6th Form that students can go on to study once they have completed their GCSEs.  
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Design and Technology GCSE
 

ORGANISATION OF LESSONS  
Students who have opted for Design and Technology will have two lessons each week. 

 
COURSE CONTENT 
At the end of Year 10 students would have been introduced to the topics for their NEA (None Exam 
Assessment), which are set by the exam board. Using their prior knowledge and understanding from 
Year 9 and 10, students will design and make a product in order to meet a given problem. Students are 
required to present their research, ideas and development in a 20 page (A3) portfolio.  

 
Students will be provided with the opportunity to use a range of machines and equipment available 
within the department. Students will be encouraged to use the laser cutter, 3D printer and other 
industrial machines in order to help the development and manufacture their product, aiming to 
product a high quality end product.  

 
During the year students will also be investigating into well known designers and their products, 
developing a greater understanding of sustainability and environmental issues and understanding the 
importance of materials and their properties, all in preparation for their exam.  

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
All Technology lessons comprise of a mixture of practical and theoretical lessons. All departments are 
well equipped and students will be given the opportunity to develop both practical and design skills.  

  
ASSESSMENT  
GCSE Design and Technology is assessed using the GCSE criteria of pass grades 9-1.  In all Technology 
subjects there is a 50% NEA and 50% examination requirement.  The exam board set the final themes 
for the controlled assessment projects. 
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Drama GCSE 
 
ORGANISATION OF LESSONS 
Students who have been allocated Drama as one of their options will have two lessons each 
week.  

 
COURSE CONTENT 
GCSE Drama is an exciting, inspiring and practical course which promotes involvement in and 
enjoyment of drama as performers and/or designers. Additionally, it provides opportunities to 
attend live theatre performances and to develop skills as informed and thoughtful audience 
members. In Year 11, students will complete the remaining components in order to achieve 
their GCSE.  Students will participate in the performance of an extract from a play text and 
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of drama, including their ability to interpret 
texts for performance, in a written examination. 

 
THEME AND TOPICS: 

 Component 2: Performing from a Text 
Students are required to participate in a performance from a text. They must work in 
groups to realise two 10 minute key extracts. The performance is externally assessed by 
a visiting examiner. 
 

 Component 3: Interpreting Theatre 
This component is a written examination of 1 hour 30 minutes. Students need to 
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre is 
developed and performed through the study of a performance text and through 
responding to live theatre. The exam consists of two sections: 
Section A: Bringing Texts to Life 
Students will study one complete play text and consider how the text is constructed and 
how performances create meaning. 
Section B: Live Theatre Evaluation 
Students are required to analyse and evaluate one piece of live theatre viewed during 
the course. Students must consider the role of the actor, designer, director and the 
reaction and response from the audience.  
 

MODE OF DELIVERY 
There is a strong emphasis on practical exploration for both components. For Component 2, 
students will rehearse for their performance in groups.  After school and lunch time rehearsals 
are mandatory, as groups can only access higher grades through thorough rehearsal and 
commitment to the process of creating drama.  Communication and co-operation will be vital to 
the students’ progression.  For Component 3, the text will be practically explored and students 
will be expected to analyse and evaluate the characteristics of the text and how meaning is 
interpreted and communicated through performance conventions, performance space, 
technical elements and the actor’s vocal and physical interpretation of character.  

 
ASSESSMENT 
Component 2 is externally assessed by a visiting examiner and is worth 20% of the qualification. 
Component 3 is a written examination worth 40% of the qualification. Component 1, worth 
40%, is completed in Year 10. Upon completion, students will receive a GCSE grade from 9-1.  
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Film Studies - GCSE 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students who have been allocated Film Studies as one of their options will have two lessons 
each week. 
  

COURSE CONTENT 
Students will study a range of film texts including US, British and Global cinema and will have 
the opportunity to develop their existing knowledge and enjoyment of films by comparing 
Hollywood with independent and world films.   The films learners study are designed to 
motivate them to broaden their knowledge of film and film technology from the first moving 
images introduced to audiences in 1895 to the digital environment of contemporary film. 

 
Component 1: Key Developments in US Film (35% of qualification, 1hr 
30min exam) 

 Section A: Comparison of the teen films, Rebel Without a Cause 
and Ferris Bueller’s Day Off for genre conventions, film form 
and style, representations and social, historical contexts 

 Section B: Timeline of key events in US Film history, from 1895 to 
2010 

 Section C: US Independent Film study, focusing on film form and 
style, then developing understanding using Specialist Writing 
provided by the exam board 

  
Component 2: Global Film: Narrative, Representation and Style (35% of qualification, 1hr 
30min exam) 

 Section A: Comparison of the teen films, Rebel Without a Cause and Ferris 
Bueller’s Day Off for genre conventions, film form and style, representations and 
social, historical contexts 

 Section B: Timeline of key events in US Film history, from 1895 to 2010 

 Section C: US Independent Film study, focusing on film form and style, then 
developing understanding using Specialist Writing provided by the exam board 

 
Component 3: Production (30% of qualification, internally assessed coursework) 

The production may take the form of: 

 either a filmed extract from a genre film (2 minutes to 2½ minutes) 

 or an extract from a screenplay for a genre film (800 to 1000 words)  The 
screenplay must be accompanied by a shooting script of a key section from the 
screenplay 

 Learners must also provide an evaluative analysis of the production (750 to 850 
words) 
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Film Studies – GCSE (continued) 
 
Students learn the key concepts within Film Studies and gain experience of using the practical 
applications of their studies in Year 9, alongside studying the first two films for their 
Component 1 exam: Key Developments in US Film. In Year 10, students complete their film 
production coursework (the individual creation of 2min sequence from a new genre film) and 
study their US Independent and British Film texts, and in Year 11 they study their final two case 
studies in Global Film then focus on revision and exam practice.  
  
MODE OF DELIVERY 
In lessons students will experience and study film through a range of 
activities; they will analyse film texts in terms of layout, imagery and use 
of camera to create meaning.  Students will develop and apply their 
knowledge through project work and primary research into audiences as 
well as analysis of film texts. 

  
Lessons will include a range of research, written and practical work, 
including print and moving image products. 

  
Students will practically apply their knowledge by creating a range of film 
products including advertising posters, short films, screenplays and 
storyboards. 

  

  
ASSESSMENT 
Exam Board: EDQUAS to GCSE criteria: 
30% Coursework.   70% Examination (2 exams)   Grades 9 to 1 available, when passed. 

 
Lord Grey Flight Paths, 9-1, are used for progress check data and these allow students to 
become familiar with the expected GCSE criteria. 

 
For more information visit: www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/film-studies/gcse/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/film-studies/gcse/
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Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students who have been allocated Food Preparation and Nutrition as one of their options will 
have two lessons each week. 
  
COURSE CONTENT 
The main focus of study will be: 
  

1. Food, Nutrition and Health 
2. Food Science 
3. Food Safety 
4. Food Choice 
5. Food Provenance 

  
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Students will follow the specification through a mixture of practical and theory lessons. They 
will develop techniques and skills allowing them to gain full confidence when working with a 
range of ingredients and equipment. 
  
The nature of the subject requires regular practical work allowing opportunity to evaluate, 
experiment, investigate and development with the emphasis on Food Science, Food Safety and 
Food Choice. The course requires candidates to consider vegetarians, organic and Fair-Trade 
foods with the constant use of ICT as a main part of this subject. 
  
ASSESSMENT 
Students follow the AQA specification for Food Preparation and Nutrition. Students work 
through the investigations, practical work and written responses to develop a greater 
understanding of ingredients. Research skills are developed and practical work is constantly 
undertaken to adapt and amend initial ideas in order to answer a design task 
  
GCSE Food Technology is assessed using the criteria of GCSE pass grades. These grades are 
achieved from coursework as well as a written examination. The Lord Grey Flight Paths, 9-1, are 
used for progress check data and these allow students to become familiar with the expected 
GCSE criteria. 
  
50% 45 hours: Practical tasks set by the examination board.  
50% 1 hour 45 minutes: Theory paper.  
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Geography GCSE 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students who have been allocated Geography as one of their options will have two 
lessons each week. It is a guided option. 

  
COURSE CONTENT 
This is a three year course which teaches students about the physical, environmental 
and human aspects of Geography. Modules that are studied over the three years are: 
Theme 1: Changing Places - Changing Economies.  
Theme 2: Changing Environments.  
Theme 3: Environmental Challenges.   
In the third year of the three year course students will study Theme 3: Environmental 
Challenges.   
This covers a range of environmental issues, including desertification, and provision of 
safe water supplies.  

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Geography is studied through a range of practical and theoretical lessons. Fieldwork is 
also     undertaken, as a requirement for completing the Applied Fieldwork Enquiry.  
Lessons often involve students using ICT, and incorporate the use of DVD, interactive 
PowerPoint and group work presentations.  

 
ASSESSMENT 
Component 1: Investigating Geographical Issues  
Written Examination: 1 hour 45 minutes, 40% of qualification. 

 
Component 2: Problem Solving Geography 
Written Examination: 1 hour 30 minutes, 30% of qualification. 
This component will assess content from across the themes.  
Part A will introduce an issue and set the geographical context.  
Part B will outline a number of possible solutions to the issue.  
Part C will provide an opportunity for the candidates to choose a solution and justify 
their choice.   

 
Component 3: Applied Fieldwork Enquiry  
Written Examination: 1 hour 15 minutes, 30% of qualification. 
A written examination in three parts.  
Part A will assess approaches to fieldwork methodology, representation and analysis.  
Part B will assess how fieldwork enquiry may be used to investigate geography's 
conceptual frameworks.  
Part C will assess the application of those geographical concepts investigated during 
fieldwork to a wider UK context.  
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Health and Social Care – Vocational Award 
 

Examination Board: Pearson BTEC Level 1/2  
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students who have been allocated Health and Social Care as one of their options will have two 
lessons each week. 
 
COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing? 
 
THE Pearson BTEC Technical Award in Health and Social Care is course that offers 
opportunities to develop Health and Social Care skills demanded by employers in the UK today.  
This course will enhance students’ readiness for the world of work by helping students to 
develop transferable skills such as interpreting data to assess health and knowledge that 
underpins the effective use of skills, processes and attitudes to care. 
 
Component 1 – Human Lifespan Development 
The aim of this unit is to understand human growth and development across life stages and the 
factors that affect it. Students will also investigate how individuals deal with life events. 
Students will investigate how, in real situations, human development is affected by different 
factors and that people deal differently with life events. They will study how people grow and 
develop over the course of their life, from infancy to old age; this includes physical, intellectual, 
emotional and social development, and the different factors that may affect them. An 
individual’s development can be affected by major life events, such as marriage, parenthood or 
bereavement and you will learn about how people adapt to these changes, as well as the types 
and sources of support that can help them. 
 
Component 2 – Health and Social Care Services and Values 
The aim of this unit is for students to understand the different types of health and social care 
services and barriers to accessing them. Students will investigate how well the local provision of 
health and social care services meet the needs of individuals. Students will demonstrate care 
values in simulated situations and review their own practice.  
  
Component 3 – Health and Wellbeing 
The final and synoptic component aims to give students the opportunity to demonstrate 
knowledge and understanding of all areas of the course. Students need to show an 
understanding of factors that affect health and wellbeing. They will need to interpret health 
indicators such as BMI, blood pressure and lung function to inform their design of a person-
centred health and wellbeing improvement plan. Students need to demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of how to overcome obstacles relating to health and wellbeing improvement 
plans. 
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Health and Social Care – Vocational Award (continued) 

 
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS 
Students get a set amount of guided learning hours (GLH) before they sit each assignment in 
controlled conditions.  
 
Component 1:  
Task 1: You will write a report about a celebrity of your choice explaining how they have 
changed over the course of three life stages and assess the impact of five factors that affect 
their growth and development. 
Task 2: Choose two people who have experienced the same event and investigate how it 
affected them along with sources of support available to them. 
 
Component 2:  
Task 1: You will review health and social care services in the local area and how they meet the 
needs of two people from a set case study. 
Task 2: You must demonstrate your knowledge of the care values in two situations and review 
your performance.  
 
Component 3: 
You will be set a case study whereby you have to assess an individual’s health and design a 
health improvement plan for them.   
 
All work is graded Level 1 Pass to Level 2 Distinction. All units must be passed to pass the 
course. 
 
PROGRESSION 
Students who choose Health & Social Care have a great number of options available to them.  
At Lord Grey students can progress on to the Pearson Level 3 BTEC National in Health and Social 
Care. The ranges of options available in Higher Education are wide and include specialist areas 
such as nursing, education, midwifery and social work. 
 
 
TO FIND OUT MORE 
Please visit:  www.pearson.com  or speak to Miss Hussey in the Wellbeing Faculty. 
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ICT – Cambridge National in Creative iMedia Level 1 / 2 Certificate 
 

COURSE CONTENT - What will I be doing? 

The Cambridge Nationals in ICT will equip learners with a range of creative ICT skills and provide 
opportunities to develop, in context, desirable, transferable skills such as research, planning, 
and review, working with others and communicating creative concepts effectively. Through the 
use of these skills, learners will ultimately be creating fit-for-purpose creative ICT products. 
 
R081 – Pre Production Skills 
This unit will enable learners to understand pre-production skills used in the creative and digital 
media sector. It will develop their understanding of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and 
preparation techniques that form part of the planning and creation process. 
 
R082 – Creating Digital Graphics 
The aim of this unit is for learners to understand the basics of digital graphics editing. They will 
learn where and why digital graphics are used and what techniques are involved in their 
creation. This unit will develop learners’ understanding of the client brief, time frames, 
deadlines and preparation techniques as part of the planning and creation process. 
 
R085 – Creating a Multipage Website 
This unit will enable learners to understand the basics of creating multipage websites. It will 
enable learners to demonstrate their creativity by combining components to create a 
functional, intuitive and aesthetically pleasing website. It will allow them to interpret a client 
brief and to use planning and preparation techniques when developing a multipage website. 
 
R091 – Developing a Games Concept 
This unit will enable learners to understand the capabilities and limitations of a range of 
platforms. They will be able to identify core features of digital games and gain the knowledge to 
create a games design concept proposal that can be presented to a client for critical review.  
 
ASSESSMENT/QUALIFICATIONS 
R081: Pre-production skills written paper OCR set and marked 1 hour 15 mins – 60 marks  
R082: Creating digital graphics Centre assessed tasks OCR moderated Approx 10 hours – 60 
marks  
R085: Creating a multipage website Centre assessed tasks OCR moderated Approx 10 hours – 
60 marks  
R091: Designing a game concept Centre assessed tasks OCR moderated Approx 10 hours – 60 
marks 
All units are equally weighted and account for 25% each. 
Assessment is in the form of a level 1 or 2 Pass, Merit, Distinction. 
 
TO FIND OUT MORE 
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/ 

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-certificate-j807-j817/
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History GCSE 
 
ORGANISATION OF LESSONS 
Students who have been allocated History as one of their options will have two lessons each 
week. They follow the GCSE course set by the AQA examination board.  
  
COURSE CONTENT 
In the summer of year 10 and the autumn of year 11, students complete the unit “Britain: 
Health and the People.”  Following this, they will study our final unit, “Elizabethan England: 
1568-1603”  
 

Britain: Health and the People 
Medicine stands still – Ancient Roman and Greek medicine, medieval 
doctors and the black death. 
The Renaissance – anatomy, physiology and surgery, opposition  

to change, vaccinations, Vesalius, Harvey and Pare. 

A revolution in medicine – development of germ theory, Pasteur, 
microbes, anaesthetics, antiseptics, public health problems in 
industrial Britain, cholera. 
 
Modern medicine –pharmaceuticals, penicillin, Fleming, Second World 

War, antibiotic resistance, plastic surgery, blood transfusions, rays, transplant surgery, modern 
methods including lasers, radiation therapy and keyhole surgery. 
 

Elizabethan England: 1568-1603 
Elizabeth’s court and parliament – relations with parliament, problem of 
marriage and the succession, Essex’s rebellion in 1601. 
Golden Age – living standards, prosperity and poverty, Elizabethan 
theatre, Hawkins, Drake, circumnavigation 1577-1580, voyages and trade, 
role of Raleigh. 
Troubles at home and abroad - Catholic plots, Puritans, Mary Queen of 
Scots: background, conflict with Spain, defeat of Spanish Armada. 
 
The historical environment of Elizabethan England – students will be 
examined on a specific site in depth.  This site will be specified by the 
exam board and changed annually.   
 

MODE OF DELIVERY 
Lessons are varied, and cater for a range of learning styles – video, role play, debates, source 
analysis, group work, presentations, extended writing and exam questions. 
  

ASSESSMENT:  
Each unit is worth 25% of the final grade. Students will sit both their exams in the summer of 
Year 11. In addition, students sit regular class tests at the end of each sub-section which are 
marked to GCSE standards and grades 9-1. 
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Media Studies GCSE 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students who have been allocated Media Studies as one of their options will have two lessons 
each week. 
  
COURSE CONTENT 
Students will develop their analytical ability and get the opportunity to develop practical media 
skills through the creation of their own Media products using image manipulation and video 
editing software.   
 
Students will develop knowledge and understanding 
through the completion of 3 Components that cover a 
range of media forms, including: 

- Magazines 
- Newspapers 
- Advertising and Marketing 
- Radio 
- Video games (industry) 
- Film (industry) 

 
Component 1: Exploring the Media (35% of qualification, 1hr 30min exam) 
This component introduces learners to media language and representation through the study 
of different forms. Students will develop their ability to analyse media language, 
representations and meanings in media products.   
 
Component 2: Understanding Media Forms and Products (35% of qualification, 1hr 30min 
exam) 
In Component 2, learners will gain a deeper knowledge and understanding of media language 
and representation, as well as extending their appreciation of these areas through the study of 
media industries and audiences.  In this component learners will explore particular media 
forms in depth through both Television and Music Advertising 
 
Component 3: Creating Media Products (30% of qualification, internally assessed coursework) 
In this component, learners must apply their knowledge 
and understanding of media language and 
representation to an individual media production for an 
intended audience in response to a choice of briefs set 
by WJEC.  Although the briefs change every year, 
students will always have a choice of media forms to 
create, including television, magazines, a music video, 
and film marketing.   
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Media Studies GCSE (continued) 
 
Students learn the key concepts within Media Studies and gain experience of using the practical 
applications of their studies in Year 9, alongside analysing their magazine and advertising exam 
case studies.  In Year 10, students complete the coursework element of their course, an 
individual print or audio visual production chosen from a set of briefs published by the exam 
board and changed each year.  Year 10 students will also study their exam case studies, 
analysing them through the key concepts of genre, audience, representation and institution.  
Year 11 Media Studies focuses on completing the analysis of case study texts, then moving on 
to revision and exam practice.  
  
MODE OF DELIVERY 
In lessons, students will experience and study the media using a range of activities. Learners will 
analyse print texts in terms of layout and imagery, conduct their own research using 
questionnaires and the internet and study the impact of the media through class discussion and 
case study work.  Lessons will include a range of research, written and practical work, including 
print and moving image media. 
  
Students will practically apply their knowledge by creating a range of media products including 
advertising posters, audio visual sequences, magazines pages and storyboards. 
  
ASSESSMENT 
Exam Board: WJEC. 30% Coursework. 70% Examination. 
Grades 9 to 1 available, when passed. 
Lord Grey Flight Paths, 9-1, are used for progress check data and these allow students to 
become familiar with the expected GCSE criteria.
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Music GCSE
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES  
Students who select Music as one of their options will continue to have two lessons each week, 
plus their instrumental lesson on their chosen instrument. A passion for music is essential for 
success in this course as you will need to perform as a soloist and in a group in front of an 
audience. Therefore it is important that students are committed to the amount of time 
necessary to master the skills required to play an instrument and prepared to explore 
composition independently. 
 
COURSE CONTENT  
Students will continue to study a range of pieces of music from 
different time periods and parts of the world. They develop their 
analytical skills and get the opportunity to develop practical music skills 
through compositions and performances. They will gain a cultural 
understanding of the different musical heritages of the music they 
perform and listen to and how the building blocks of music influence 
all music genres. Students continue to analyse the different genres of 
music, Baroque, Classical, Romantic and 20th Century to understand 
the cultural and spiritual contexts of the music. Once more, social skills 
are put to the test during assessment of their ability to rehearse both 
individual and as a group to demonstrate mastery of their own part 
within an ensemble. 
 
At first Year 11 has a focus on controlled assessment and the production of the students second 
piece of course, composing to a brief set by the exam board. Then we move to recording your 
final performance pieces. Finally, we venture into revision with the set pieces and refining you 
listening skills. 
 
HOMEWORK Students are expected to attend their instrumental lessons without fail and 
practise for at least 45 minutes four or five times a week. They are also expected, in return for 
their free instrumental lesson, to attend at least one extra curricular music group and perform 
at department concerts throughout the year. They should be prepared to use the department 
out of lesson time. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY  
There will be a mixture of practical and theoretical lessons revolving around listening, 
composing and performing. 
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Music GCSE (continued) 

 
ASSESSMENT  
Exam board AQA  
 

 Component 1: Understanding Music (40% Exam) 
Section A – Listening, eight compulsory questions 

 
Section B – Contextual understanding, four sets of linked questions, two compulsory 

 Component 2: Performing Music (30%) Two pieces - one solo and one ensemble. Total 
performance time must last 4-7 minutes. 

 Component 3: Composing Music (30%) Combined composition time must last 3-4 ½ 
minutes. 

o Composition 1: composing to a brief 
o Composition 2: free composition 

 
GCSE grades available, 9 (top) to 1 (bottom) when passed. Lord Grey Flight Paths, 9-1, are used 
for progress check data and these allow students to become familiar with the expected GCSE 
criteria. 
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Physical Education – Cambridge National in Sport (Vocational)  
   
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students who have been allocated Cambridge National in 
Sport as one of their options will have two lessons each 
week. The new Vocational Sport qualification will be 
studied, using the OCR exam board. 
 
COURSE CONTENT  
There are 4 units within the Certificate qualification. 
Students may be offered the option to study the award level 
qualification, which comprises of 2 compulsory units and is worth ½ a GCSE in rare or 
exceptional circumstances. The full 4 unit course is expected and is equivalent to 1 GCSE. The 
units that can be studied are: 
 
Unit 1: Reducing the Risk of Injury  
Unit 2: Applying Principals of Training.  
Unit 3: The Body’s Response to Physical Activity 
Unit 4: Technology in Sport.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The Cambridge National qualification offers the learner the chance to develop different types of 
skills through largely practical means; communication, problems problem solving, team 
working, evaluation and analysis, performing under pressure, and formulating written findings 
from practical investigations are all transferable skills which can be learnt and assessed through 
these qualifications and utilised in many other educational and employment settings. 
 
The course has been designed with practical and engaging ways of teaching in mind and 
enables learning to: 

- Develop a range of skills through involvement in sport and physical activity in different 
contexts and roles. 

- Develop their ability to apply theoretical knowledge in practical situations. 
- Gain a better understanding of the complexity of different areas of sport and the sports 

industry. 
- Increase their awareness of different ways to stay involved in sport and physical activity 

and of different careers and roles within sport.  
 
ASSESSMENTS 
Unit 1 is assessed through a 1 hour formal written examination and is worth 60 marks (25% of 
the course). 
Units 2 – 4 are assessed through the use of coursework, marked internally and externally 
moderated.  
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Study Support Option 
 
COURSE CONTENT  
What will I be doing? 
This course is aimed at students who need extra support with learning. It is in ‘Options’ time of 
two lessons per week. These students may already come out of lessons for literacy and 
numeracy support. This course will continue to support them with improving reading, writing 
and basic skills. It will also give support completing coursework and revising for exams. Some 
students might do ASDAN CoPE within this curriculum time.  
  
What kinds of activities will I be doing in lessons? 
This course is based on a student’s individual needs. In lessons students will do a variety of 
activities based on their work in other subjects. Examples of activities which may be done in 
lessons are: 
  

 Redrafting coursework. 

 Research for other subjects. 

 How to improve your memory. 

 Exam technique. 

 Exam revision. 

 Reading practice. 

 Handwriting practice. 

 Maths practice. 

 Improving word processing skills. 
  
ASSESSMENT / QUALIFICATIONS 
There will be no direct assessment of this course. This course will support you with assessments 
in other subject areas. 
  
PROGRESSION 
There is no direct progression route from this course. However, this course will support your 
learning across the curriculum. It will therefore support you in whatever route you choose to 
take in the future. 
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WorkSkills: BTEC 
 
ORGANISATION OF LESSONS 
Students following the Edexcel BTEC in WorkSkills have two lessons each week.  Students 
complete a range of units, totalling 130 guided hours of assessment, which culminates in a 
GCSE equivalent qualification at Level 1 or 2.   
  
COURSE CONTENT 
Students will study several units that will help them to understand the working world and 
develops their workplace and employability skills.  This will include: 
  

 Employability skills and why these are important 

 Managing money 

 Applying for a job 

 Literacy in the workplace 

 How to maintain a healthy lifestyle 

 CV writing and its importance 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Students will be taught through a variety of activities that will be paper based, discussion 
based, practical simulations and workplace activities.  Students will work individually and as 
part of teams and be able to complete tasks through a variety of methods that best suit their 
preferred learning style. 
  
ASSESSMENT 
Students will be assessed through a portfolio of tasks over the three year period.  They will 
complete a total of 130 guided hours over a range of different units; each unit being worth 
between 10 and 30 guided hours each. The assessment can be written or verbal and video 
evidence, table completion, extended writing and discussions with be assessed and credits 
awarded.  Students completing all 130 guided hours will be awarded a GCSE equivalent 
qualification at either Level 2 or Level 1, which equates to a 6 or 2 grade respectively on the 
new 9-1 criteria.  
  

  

 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=workskills&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=65YZmwQM_pMJkM&tbnid=qJk-BAiv1qNJkM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.edexcel.com/quals/workskills/&ei=7gPcUciHBoOl0AXx4IGgDQ&psig=AFQjCNHTNSI0axbOcXBUgwVj7YWck9n_5w&ust=1373459719221208
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Learning Resource Centre (LRC) 
 
Our Learning Resource Centre is committed to providing an outstanding collection of resources 
for our community; we aim to foster a lifelong enthusiasm for reading and learning; teach 
effective research and retrieval skills; and do this in a welcoming and supportive environment. 
  

Our LRC team can help you to decide which information sources are the most useful; show you 
how to check that the information is relevant and up to date; and help you to find inspiring and 
exciting stories to read. 
  

The Learning Resource Centre is open every day during school hours, Monday to Thursday 
8.15am – 4.15pm, Friday 8.15am – 3.45pm and is used in different ways during the day: a 
teacher might send you to do some individual work, or change a book; you might come in with 
the whole class to the LRC to do some research into a particular topic; and there are many 
opportunities to use the LRC during your free time at break and lunch. The LRC is also after 
school most evenings, and this would be a particularly good time to do coursework and 
revision. At all times you will be expected to work quietly and sensibly; you must take care not 
to disturb other students who will also be working. 
  

The LRC is stocked with up to date fiction and non-fiction books, and we keep a large selection 
of Reference books. We have an online newspaper subscription for up to date information, and 
we take a weekly newspaper, First News.  The LRC team work with the Faculties to ensure that 
all resources are relevant to courses and subjects studied within the school, and are suitable for 
a wide range of abilities. GCSE materials are specifically purchased so that Year 9, 10 and 11 
students have access to a variety of information.  
   

So, in addition to reading for research purposes, students are encouraged to develop their 
fiction reading. Fiction books are added to stock throughout the year, and students are able to 
review the books they read and recommend them to other students via our book club on 
Wednesday lunchtimes. This is well attended, and we cover a variety of activities such as book 
quizzes, choosing new books and word games, and regularly ask teachers to speak about their 
reading choices.  
  

During the autumn term the LRC hosts the annual ‘Book Blast’ during which authors talk to the 
Year 8 students about their books and how they create their stories. At the same time all 
students are able to buy books, and get them signed by the visiting authors. Other events occur 
throughout the year to keep the importance of reading highlighted. 
  

The Learning Resource Centre is a multi-media resource that supports students throughout 
their schooling at Lord Grey. The main aim is to provide a challenging, yet supportive 
environment to stimulate, maintain and develop a lively, enquiring mind, and a curiosity, 
interest and enjoyment in reading. Students are encouraged to become independent learners 
by using the LRC in their own time for homework and finding information out for themselves. In 
this way students will develop the skills they need to become life-long learners as they move 
into adult life.  
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Our Core Values: 
Be resilient,  

independent and  
hardworking. 

  

Be kind, caring  
and positive. 

 
Be ambitious,  

aspirational and determined. 
 

Be respectful,  
helpful and honest. 

 
 
 

Lord Grey Academy 
Rickley Lane 

Bletchley 
Milton Keynes 

MK3 6EW 
 

T: 01908 626110 
F: 01908 366139 

E: enquiries@lordgrey.org.uk 
W: www.lordgrey.org.uk 

Twitter: @lordgreyacademy
 


