
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Part of Tove Learning Trust

The Curriculum Explained 

Year 7 
2020 - 2021 

 

 

 



2 | P a g e  

 

 

Contents 
Year 7 Curriculum ............................................................................................... 3 

Year 7 Curriculum (continued) ............................................................................ 4 

English ................................................................................................................ 5 

Mathematics ....................................................................................................... 6 

Science ............................................................................................................... 7 

Languages: German ............................................................................................ 8 

Languages: French .............................................................................................. 9 

Computing ........................................................................................................ 10 

Humanities: Geography .................................................................................... 11 

Humanities: History .......................................................................................... 13 

Humanities: Religious Studies ........................................................................... 14 

Music ................................................................................................................ 15 

Physical Education ............................................................................................ 16 

Drama ............................................................................................................... 17 

Creative Technologies: Art ................................................................................ 18 

Creative Technologies: Design Technology and Food Technology ...................... 19 

Personal, Social, Health & Economic Education [PSHE] ..................................... 20 

Learning Resource Centre (LRC) ........................................................................ 21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 | P a g e  

 

 

 

Year 7 Curriculum 
 

The academy operates a one week timetable and the day comprises of five one hour lessons. 
The curriculum is divided as follows: 
 

Subject Number of lessons  
per week 

English 4 

Mathematics 4 

Science 3 

Language:  French and German 2 

Humanities:  History and Geography 2 

Humanities: Religious Studies  1 

Music 1 

Drama 1 

Physical Education 2 

Creative Technologies: Art 1 

Creative Technologies: Design Technology  2 

Computing 1 

Character, Citizenship and Communication 1 
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Year 7 Curriculum (continued)
 

EQUIPMENT 
The academy provides all the necessary textbooks, resource materials, equipment and 
stationery.  However, we ask that all students equip themselves with an A4 sized bag, plus: 

 
 Pens 
 Purple pen to respond to teacher’s marking 
 Coloured pencils 
 Compass 
 Calculator 
 Pencils and Ruler 
 Protractor 
 A dictionary, thesaurus and an atlas are basic reference sources and will obviously     

     prove useful 
 Language dictionary 
 A sensible, stout, waterproof bag in which to put everything. 
 The Lord Grey pencil case, for just £1.50, available at Student Services, has the 

minimum equipment for lessons.  
 
ELECTRONIC LEARNING 
It is vital that Year 7 know, and use, their password for their P number, email and Go4Schools. 
Homework tasks can be viewed by students and parents on Go4Schools. The homework 
timetable is designed to be balanced with two or three subjects every evening of about half an 
hour duration each, during their first year. (It is essential to have a quiet place at home where 
students can study and complete homework). 
 
Students will also have access to the online learning platforms - Google Classroom, 
MathsWatch and Educake.
 
In English, students are specifically helped to develop the following “competencies”: 
 
 Competencies for learning 
 Competencies for citizenship 
 Competencies for relating to people 
 Competencies for managing situations 
 Competencies for managing information. 
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English 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have four lessons each week, which centre on themes and developing specific English skills. 
There is an emphasis on developing grammar usage and confidence.  X and Y are the two halves of the 
year group.  Students in each half of the year are split into five groups (1, 2A, 2B, 2C and 3). 

 
All classes centre around developing knowledge and understanding of important areas of the English 
curriculum, such as nonfiction or poetry. Students develop generic English skills in reading, writing, 
speaking and listening. In addition, there is also a focus on developing competencies in effective group 
participation, work organisation and presentation, and independent research. 

 
The curriculum for 2020-2021 has the personalisation, inclusion and Every Child Matters agendas at 
heart, and so, with our new units of work we hope to achieve a wholly inclusive curriculum in English 
through which our students can enjoy and achieve. 

 
COURSE CONTENT: 
Autumn 1: Novel study – A Study in Scarlet 
Autumn 2: Heroes and villains throughout literature 
Spring 1:  Shakespeare study – Much Ado About Nothing  
Spring 2: Journalism and fake news 
Summer 1: Novel study – The Midnight Zoo 
Summer 2: Poetry anthology 
Grammar skills will be taught throughout. 
 
Reading 
In Year 7, the students will have frequent visits to the LRC and will be encouraged to read a wide variety 
of texts.  Students will follow the Accelerated Programme, which will help to continue to develop their 
reading ability.  Students will be expected to seek out challenging texts and read regularly.  There will be 
a strong focus on reading in lessons and students are expected to always have a personal reading book 
with them.   

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Work is based on both the National Curriculum Orders for English and the threshold concepts that under 
pin English.  The majority of lessons will follow the four phase lesson concept – a lesson starter, a 
teacher centred section, and then a student centred section and a plenary, to pull together the learning 
of the lesson.  

 
We regard private reading as being essential to help all aspects of learning and to promote pleasure in 
reading. The Learning Resource Centre is regularly visited and students should always have a reading 
book with them. They must keep a reading log. During the year, some written work will be set based on 
private reading. 

 
ASSESSMENT  
The learning of all students will be monitored and assessed through the Lord Grey English Flight Paths, 
which prepare students for the GCSE 9-1 grading system.  
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Mathematics 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have four lessons each week.  X and Y are the two halves of the year group.  Students 
in each half of the year are split into five groups (1, 2, 3A, 3B and 4).  All lessons are 
differentiated.  
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students follow the content outlined in the KS3 national curriculum and will study topics in the 
following areas: 
 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Algebraic thinking Applications of number Lines and angles 

Place value and proportion 
Directed number and 

fraction 
Reasoning with number 

 
Throughout the course, students will have opportunities to develop their fluency, problem 
solving and mathematical reasoning in a wide range of contexts including real world scenarios. 
 
 

MODE OF DELIVERY 
Lessons in mathematics generally follow a multi-phase approach including: retrieval of prior 
knowledge through a starter activity, the dissemination of knowledge through teacher 
exposition and modelling, and then opportunities for independent practice to improve fluency 
and encourage problem solving and reasoning. 
 
Lessons are differentiated to meet the needs of the students, providing support and 
encouragement whilst also ensuring students are stretched and challenged. We use a wide 
range of resources including purpose-created textbooks, online platforms such as MathsWatch 
and personalised teaching materials. 
 
Students will also receive weekly homework tasks which aim to consolidate learning from the 
classroom, interleave learning from earlier in the year or research a new topic or skills prior to 
its introduction in the classroom. 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
Students take part in formative assessment throughout the year, where areas of strength and 
improvement can be identified to help students make good progress. There are also three 
summative assessments each year, which allow students to demonstrate how they can apply 
knowledge and techniques to problems in a range of contexts. These assessments follow the 
GCSE (9-1) grading criteria and form part of the students journey to formal examinations in Year 
11. 
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Science
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have three lessons each week and each half year group is divided into five teaching 
groups. Students are set according to their ability in Mathematics and Science. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
The KS3 course is a three-year course allowing us to start the GCSE course in Year 10.  The 
schemes of learning follow the Mastery principles of learning and cover a large variety of 
materials and practical work to provide engaging lessons.  
 
Topics covered: 
 Lab Skills Lab rules and safety issues 
   Identification and use of lab equipment 
   Graph skills 

Biology      Introduction to Organisms 
Introduction to Genes 
Introduction to Ecosystems 

Chemistry  Introduction to Matter 
Introduction to Reactions 
Introduction to The Earth 

Physics      Forces 
                     Sound and Light 
   Electricity 
   Earth and Space 
 
For Year 7, these topics are divided into approximately 10 lesson units. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The Science course is designed to develop independent scientific learners – this is a structured 
course that develops thinking, practical and analytical skills, with the emphasis on experimental 
work wherever possible. By following the mastery approach pupils should master the basic 
skills before moving on.  
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students will have assessments at the end of each module. There will then be time to review 
and address any misunderstandings. In addition to this there will be 3 practical assessments 
one for each of the sciences.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 | P a g e  

 

Languages: German           
 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students studying German will have two lessons each week. X and Y are the two halves of the 
year group.  Students in each half of the year are split into five groups (1, 2A, 2B, 2C and 3). 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 7 German, students will study six units and will commence or consolidate their learning 
on the following topics. 
 

 Hallo – the basics 

 Die Schule  - school 

 Familie und Freunde – family & friends 

 Freizeit – free time 

 Mein Zuhause – Life at home 

 In der Stadt – in town 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Students will take part in a range of activities to develop their speaking, listening, reading and 
writing skills.  Students will look at the culture of German-speaking countries where 
appropriate. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
At the end of each module of work there is a formal assessment in at least two of the following 
skills: Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. The Lord Grey Flight Paths prepare students for 
the GCSE 9-1 grading system.  
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Languages: French 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students studying French will have two lessons per week. X and Y are the two halves of the year 
group.  Students in each half of the year are split into five groups (1, 2A, 2B, 2C and 3). 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 7 French, students will study six units and will commence or consolidate their learning 
on the following topics. 
 

 Introducing oneself 

 Family and pets 

 Daily routine and school 

 Leisure activities 

 Local area and countries 

 Holidays 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Students will take part in a range of activities to develop their speaking, listening, reading and 
writing skills.  Students will look at the culture of French-speaking countries where appropriate. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
At the end of each module of work, there is a formal assessment in at least two of the following 
skills: Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. These are assessed using the GCSE 9-1 grading 
system.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?hl=en&biw=1440&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=GSS48l-sn8FguM:&imgrefurl=http://www.xboxplayers.com/gamescom-2013-announces-france-as-partner-country/&docid=4Sucu3X3zLbF0M&imgurl=http://www.xboxplayers.com/WORDPRESS/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/france_map_flag.png&w=800&h=640&ei=bRA3UrtxhLCEB_-wgYAN&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:28,s:0,i:183&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=167&tbnw=209&start=17&ndsp=30&tx=120&ty=75
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Computing 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All students in Year 7 study Computing and have one lesson each week. X and Y are the two halves of 
the year group.  Students in each half of the year are split into five groups (1, 2, 3A, 3B and 4).   

 

COURSE CONTENT 
Students will be following the new computing programme of study and will study 5 units of work during 
the academic year.  Students will be given opportunities to develop their independent work, build on 
peer learning partnerships, develop ideas into practical elements and self-evaluate their work. This will 
enable students to develop important transferable computing skills that can be used in a range of 
different contexts. 
  
Impact of Technology – Collaborating Online Respectfully 
A primer for students on how to use the school network appropriately. This unit builds in time for 
teacher-led discussions on why appropriate usage is important, as well as allowing for opportunities to 
highlight online safety issues. 

 
Using Media – Gaining Support for a Cause 
Students will develop a deeper understanding of information technology and digital literacy by using 
their skills across the unit to create a blog post about a real world cause that they are passionate about 
and would like to gain support for. 

 
Modelling Data – Spreadsheets 
Students will be introduced to the wonderful world of spreadsheets and the concept of cell referencing. 
Students will collect, analyse, and manipulate data, before turning it into graphs and charts. Data is 
beautiful!  This is one of the most exciting units we offer. 

 
Historical ICT – Students will investigate a range of themes during this short unit.  The themes include 
History of Computers, History of the Internet and the History of Games.  Student will be given one of 
these themes to thoroughly investigate.  They will compile the information found before presenting 
their findings back to the class. 

 
Networks: from semaphores to the Internet 
Imagine a world without computer networks: there would be no more YouTube, Google, instant 
messaging, online video gaming, Netflix, and iTunes; no online shopping; no file sharing; and no central 
backups of information. This unit begins by defining a network and addressing the benefits of 
networking, before covering how data is transmitted across networks using protocols. 

 
Programming essentials in Scratch: part I 
This unit is the first programming unit of KS3. The aim of this unit and the following unit (Programming 
II) is to build learners’ confidence and knowledge of the key programming constructs. Importantly, this 
unit does not assume any previous programming experience, but it does offer learners the opportunity 
to expand on their knowledge throughout the unit. The main programming concepts covered in this unit 
are sequencing, variables, selection, and count-controlled iteration. All of the examples and activities for 
this unit use Scratch 3. 
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Computing (continued) 

 
Programming essentials in Scratch: part II 
This unit begins right where ‘Programming I’ left off. Learners will build on their understanding of the 
control structures’ sequence, selection, and iteration (the big three), and develop their problem-solving 
skills. Learners will learn how to create their own subroutines, develop their understanding of 
decomposition, and learn how to create and use lists, and build upon their problem-solving skills by 
working through a larger project at the end of the unit. 

 

MODE OF DELIVERY / ASSESSMENT 
Students will be assessed through methods including through formative and summative assessment. 
This will include specific tasks, verbal communications, peer and self-assessment and written 
evaluations. Lessons will include a variety of learning styles and varied teaching styles. Students are 
assessed using levels in line with Lord Grey Flight Paths. Pathway grades will be awarded. The Lord Grey 
Flight Paths prepare students for the GCSE 9-1 grading system.  
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Humanities: Geography 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students studying Geography within Humanities will have one lesson each week.  
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students will study three Geography units over the year:  
 
Rainforests and Resources 
Students will learn about the rainforest of Borneo.  There is a focus on studying the natural 
environment and learning about the people who live there, as well as looking at future threats 
to the forest. We will also study energy resources, including looking at how we can ensure a 
sustainable energy supply into the future.  
 
Rivers and Flooding 
Students will learn about the parts and features of rivers, and the processes that shape river 
landscapes. They will look at the impacts of flooding in both high and low income countries, and 
consider the different ways in which rivers can be used and managed in order that we can live 
in harmony with them.  
 
Weather and Climate 
Students will learn about how ice has shaped our landscape, and how our planet has changed 
since the last Ice Age. They will find out why we can find mammoth bones under the North Sea, 
and also consider why our weather in Britain changes so often.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The lessons are made interesting by the use of a wide variety of teaching techniques. They are 
varied and cater for a range of learning styles; video, role-play, debates, display work, group 
work and presentations are all used to support and help deliver teaching. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students are assessed by regular low stakes assessments throughout the year, which are based 
on the criteria and assessment objectives which will help them progress through Key Stage 3 
and prepare for GCSE courses.  
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Humanities: History 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students will attend one lesson of History each week. X and Y are the two halves of the year 
group.  Students in each half of the year are split into five groups (1, 2A, 2B, 2C and 3). 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Across the year, three History topics will be covered.  Within each topic, students will be taught 
the historical skills of chronology, empathy, cause and consequence and source analysis.  These 
skills help to directly prepare students for the GCSE History course. 
 
Medieval Realms 1066-1500 
Students will gain an understanding of the Norman invasion, the building of castles, and 
methods of attack and defence. They will then examine aspects of medieval life, including 
medicine and the plague, with a focus on its long term implications on society and the 
economy. 
 
Tudor England 1509-1603 
Within this unit, students will focus on key religious and social changes, and the development of 
the monarchy during the 16th Century.  They explore the challenges for female rulers (Mary I 
and Elizabeth I) and the use of propaganda to control the public.  In addition, students will have 
the opportunity to make substantiated judgements about the various Tudor monarchs. 
 
Native Americans 1780-1870 
This unit will give students the opportunity to look at an alternative culture in the wider world.  
Students investigate ‘life on the plains’, examining the portrayal of Native Americans and 
learning about their lifestyle.  They will undertake an in depth investigation on General Custer 
and the Battle of Little Bighorn.   
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Lessons are varied and cater for a range of learning styles; video, role-play, debates, source 
analysis, display work, group work and presentations are all used to support and help deliver 
teaching. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Work is evaluated through a series of class examinations, and will be marked in line with the 
GCSE policy, in order to show progress throughout the period of secondary school education. 
This builds understanding, in readiness for the 9-1 GCSE criteria.  
 
 
                                  
                                                                  

    

   

 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCOCcpNX438cCFUUEGgodQlIDqg&url=http://www.thecoodenbeachhotel.co.uk/portfolio-items/pevensey-castle/&bvm=bv.102022582,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEN0jktXsG4xfMEVuPySNgd--mP4Q&ust=1441544165713835
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Humanities: Religious Studies 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have one lesson each week of Religious Studies.   
 

COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 7 students will complete a unit of work on each of the following world religions: Hinduism, and 
Sikhism.  Students will learn about the origins of these faiths, key beliefs, and significant leaders, places 
of worship and how belief in each of these religions affects daily life for their followers.  
 
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
We will also complete four further units, which allow students to consider their own beliefs about 
religion and philosophical questions.  
 
Ultimate Questions: 
Within this unit, students will be encouraged to consider their own opinions to some of life’s big 
questions, such as why are we here, how were we created, why do people suffer and what happens 
when we die? 
 
Creation: 
In this topic, students find out about creation stories from around the world, incorporating Chinese, 
Egyptian and Navajo cultures.  
 
Religious Expression:  
This unit looks at art, such as stained glass windows, prayer flags, and religious designs.  
 
Ancient Religions: 
Students look at religions which pre-date the six major world religions, which dominate at present. This 
is a fascinating topic on ancient mythology, worldwide ‘unusual’ or ‘obscure’ religions and beliefs that 
have very long ago roots.  
 
The running order for the six topics is: Ultimate Questions, Creation, Religious Expression, Hinduism, 
Sikhism, and Ancient Religions There is one topic per half term.  
 

MODE OF DELIVERY 
Lessons are tailored to cater for a range of learning styles and abilities. Students are encouraged to voice 
their own opinions and to reflect on other people’s views. 
  

ASSESSMENT 
Each unit includes an assessed pieces of work graded as Bronze, Silver or Gold. All units include 
differentiation.
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Music 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES  
Students study Music for one lesson each week. Each half of the year group is taught in one of five 
mixed ability groups.  
 

COURSE CONTENT  
Students will study a range of pieces of music from different time periods and parts of the world. They 
will develop their analytical skills and get the opportunity to develop practical music skills through 
compositions and performances. Students are introduced to the key concepts of pitch, rhythm, 
structure, melody, harmony, timbre, dynamics and tempo.  
Students are encouraged to work creatively through their composition, while exploring their own talent 
during performance. We aim to create a “safe” environment in which students feel comfortable 
performing given that many students may not know each other. Year 7s learn how to appreciate musical 
heritage, through learning about traditional notations and the composers’ intentions/context when 
studying their set work. 
 

There is a strong focus on encouraging students to read a variety of music notation styles and develop 
specific instrumental skills through: 

 Exploring the voice 
 Samba rhythms using percussion instruments 
 Keyboard skills 
 Instruments of the orchestra by analysing ‘Carnival of the Animals’.  
 Composing a popular song  

 

MODE OF DELIVERY  
A variety of theory and practical lessons will be used to bring music to life.  
 

HOMEWORK  
Students will be expected to practice instrumental skills between lessons when appropriate and/or 
complete theory tasks to ensure a core understanding of how music is constructed in accordance with 
the School Homework Policy. There is a menu of tasks that students can choose from each time home 
work is set.  
 

ASSESSMENT  
Music is assessed in accordance with the Lord Grey Flight Paths criteria and builds a platform from which 
the students can progress into Key Stage 4 Music. There are regular listening assessments of key musical 
vocabulary and the understanding of the musical elements.  The Lord Grey Flight Paths prepare students 
for the GCSE 9-1 grading system. 
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Physical Education 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes study PE for two lessons each week. Each half of the year group is taught in one of five mixed 
ability groups.  
 

COURSE CONTENT 
Students will build on and embed the physical development and skills learned in Key Stages 1 and 2, 
become more competent, confident and expert in their techniques, and apply them across different 
sports and physical activities. They will understand what makes a performance effective and how to 
apply these principles to their own and others work. They will develop the confidence and interest to 
get involved in exercise, sports and activities out of school and in later life, and understand and apply 
the long-term health benefits of physical activity. 
 
Students will be taught to: 

 use a range of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in direct competition, through 
team and individual games [for example, badminton, basketball, cricket, football, hockey, 
netball, rounders, rugby and tennis] 

 develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive sports [for 
example, athletics and gymnastics] 

 take part in outdoor and adventurous activities, which present intellectual and physical 
challenges and be encouraged to work in a team, building on trust and developing skills to solve 
problems, either individually or as a group 

 analyse their performances compared to previous ones and demonstrate improvement to 
achieve their personal best 

 take part in competitive sports and activities outside school through community links or sports 
clubs. 

 
Students will have the chance to take part in the Young Leader Award. The award is an introduction into 
leadership, giving students knowledge of how to organise and lead small games and activities.  
 

MODE OF DELIVERY 
Each activity is studied for between four to eight weeks in blocks of work.  
  

ASSESSMENT 
All pupils are assessed through their performance and personal outcome, each worth 50% of their 
overall grade. Each pupil will be assessed in 2 sports per half term, with an average personal and 
performance outcome being calculated at the end of the year. These grades will then be transferred into 
a Gold, Silver or Bronze. 
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Drama 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have one lesson each week. Each half of the year group is taught in one of five mixed ability 
groups.  

 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students in Year 7 will follow five drama modules covering the following elements: 
 

 Drama skills: confidence building, communication, team-working, creating character, problem 
solving, Still Image, Role-play, Thought-Tracking, Improvisation, Narration, Physical Theatre, 
evaluation, devising and using explorative strategies, including Hot-Seating and Role-on-the-
Wall. 

 Text-based work: dealing with PSHE and citizenship issues.  

 Exploring form and structure, interpretation and presentation. 

 Exploration of staging: End On, Thrust, Promenade, In the Round, Traverse 

 
THEMES AND TOPICS 

 Introduction to Drama 

 Deerhurst Manor: a group role-play. 

 Crime and Punishment: exploring this issue in society. 

 Physical Theatre and Fairy Tales. 

 Exploring a play text. 
 

                                  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
There is a strong emphasis on practical work supported by written evaluation and response. 

 
ASSESSMENT 
Students will be assessed against the criteria of Creating, Performing and Evaluating. This encompasses 
their ability to use imaginative and original ideas, develop interesting and believable characters and to 
analyse their use of explorative strategies. Communication and collaborative skills will be continually 
assessed. Pathway grades will be awarded. The Lord Grey Flight Paths prepare students for the GCSE 9-1 
grading system. 
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Creative Technologies: Art 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES  
Students will have one lesson each week. Each half of the year group is taught in one of five 
mixed ability groups.  
 
COURSE CONTENT  
In Year 7 students will be introduced to the formal elements of Art. They will work extensively 
in their sketchbooks and develop a range of technical skills through practical lessons. They will 
explore a range of materials including tonal drawing, textiles, 3D work, collage and clay. There 
is a strong emphasis on learning a wide range of practical skills. 
 
Students will study a number of artists from various cultures and periods of history and link 
their own work to that of the artist and culture.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY  
Lessons consist of a mixture of theory and practical work.  
 
ASSESSMENT  
Assessment is completed twice per half term. We also assess student’s engagement levels and 
all marking is inputted into the front of their sketchbooks. Pathway grades will be awarded. The 
Lord Grey Flight Paths prepare students for the GCSE 9-1 grading system. 
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Creative Technologies: Design Technology and Food Technology 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have two lessons each week. Each half of the year group is taught in one of five mixed ability 
groups.  
 
In Year 7, Technology students rotate around two key subjects within the Technology framework, 
Design and Technology and Food Technology. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Within Design and Technology, students learn how to sketch and draw in 2D and 3D and also produce 
computer aided designs, using a variety of design packages. In both of the projects, students produce a 
final outcome using a range of tools and processes in order to develop their accuracy and skill whist 
using several different materials.  
 
In the workshop, classes cover a variety of exciting topics and many new skills are learned by students in 
a number of interesting themes. Students in Technology combine practical and technological skills with 
creative thinking to design and make products and systems that meet human needs. They learn to use 
current technologies and consider the impact of future technological developments. They learn to think 
creatively, work as individuals and members of a team, in order to develop a greater understanding of 
the product design process. Within the project studied, students also cover a range of mathematics and 
science elements that relate closely to the projects.  
 
Within Food Technology students get the opportunity to produce several dishes, allowing them to 
develop a greater understanding of the importance of safety and hygiene, time management and the 
correct preparation and storage of food. The introduction of the “Eat Well Plate” enables students to 
understand the different foods which contribute to a healthy diet. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
All students in Year 7 learn two areas of Technology, gaining practical and theoretical experience from 
each. 

 

ASSESSMENT 
Technology is assessed according to Lord Grey Flight Paths criteria. Pathway grades will be awarded. The 
Lord Grey Flight Paths prepare students for the GCSE 9-1 grading system. 
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Personal, Social, Health & Economic Education [PSHE] 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Year 7 students will study PSHE for one lesson each week.  Each half of the year group is taught 
in one of five mixed ability groups. 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
The programme will give students the opportunity to explore and develop lifelong skills, in line 
with the statutory RSE guidelines.  Students will be given the opportunity to discuss their issues 
and to work in groups, producing a wide variety of outcomes. Students are encouraged to think 
about their life styles and to consider how to keep themselves safe. Students cover issues that 
are relevant to them and help them to understand the changes they are encountering and deal 
with them in an appropriate way, while also developing as a young citizen. 
 
 
THEMES AND TOPICS 
 
Autumn term 

 Moving up to secondary school; Making healthy lifestyle choices 
 Enterprise skills; Raising aspirations 

 
Spring term 

 Diversity, prejudice & bullying; Managing on- & off-line friendships 
 Risky business: alcohol, tobacco & drugs; Growing up [incl: puberty & FGM] 

 
Summer term  

 Self-esteem & romance;  Exploring family life 
 Ethical financial decisions; Budgeting & spending 

 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students will be formally assessed in this programme in line with the Lord Grey Flight Paths, 
being awarded Gold, Silver or Bronze, based on the understanding they demonstrate. 
They will be recognised for their research skills, role-plays, presentations and other outcomes 
of this programme, such as collaboration and developing independent learning skills, alongside  
self-motivation, preparing  students for the demands of GCSE 9-1 grading system across 
examined subjects. 
 

 
 
 
 



21 | P a g e  

 

Learning Resource Centre (LRC) 
 
Our Learning Resource Centre is committed to providing an outstanding collection of resources for our 
community; we aim to foster a lifelong enthusiasm for reading and learning; teach effective research 
and retrieval skills; and do this in a welcoming and supportive environment. 
  
Our LRC team can help you to decide which information sources are the most useful; show you how to 
check that the information is relevant and up to date; and help you to find inspiring and exciting stories 
to read. 
  
The Learning Resource Centre is open every day during school hours, Monday to Thursday 8.15am – 
4.15pm, Friday 8.15am – 3.45pm and is used in different ways during the day: a teacher might send you 
to do some individual work, or change a book; you might come in with the whole class to the LRC to do 
some research into a particular topic; and there are many opportunities to use the LRC during your free 
time at break and lunch. The LRC is also after school most evenings, and this would be a particularly 
good time to do coursework and revision. At all times you will be expected to work quietly and sensibly; 
you must take care not to disturb other students who will also be working. 
  
The LRC is stocked with up to date fiction and non-fiction books, and we keep a large selection of 
Reference books. We have an online newspaper subscription for up to date information, and we take a 
weekly newspaper, First News.  The LRC team work with the Faculties to ensure that all resources are 
relevant to courses and subjects studied within the school, and are suitable for a wide range of abilities. 
GCSE materials are specifically purchased so that Year 9, 10 and 11 students have access to a variety of 
information.  
   
So, in addition to reading for research purposes, students are encouraged to develop their fiction 
reading. Fiction books are added to stock throughout the year, and students are able to review the 
books they read and recommend them to other students via our book club on Wednesday lunchtimes. 
This is well attended, and we cover a variety of activities such as book quizzes, choosing new books and 
word games, and regularly ask teachers to speak about their reading choices.  
  
During the autumn term the LRC hosts the annual ‘Book Blast’ during which authors talk to the Year 8 
students about their books and how they create their stories. At the same time, all students are able to 
buy books, and get them signed by the visiting authors. Other events occur throughout the year to keep 
the importance of reading highlighted. 
  
The Learning Resource Centre is a multi-media resource that supports students throughout their 
schooling at Lord Grey. The main aim is to provide a challenging, yet supportive environment to 
stimulate, maintain and develop a lively, enquiring mind, and a curiosity, interest and enjoyment in 
reading. Students are encouraged to become independent learners by using the LRC in their own time 
for homework and finding information out for themselves. In this way students will develop the skills 
they need to become life-long learners as they move into adult life.  
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Our Core Values: 
Be resilient,  

independent and  
hardworking. 

 
Be kind, caring  
and positive. 

 
Be ambitious,  

aspirational and determined. 
 

Be respectful,  
helpful and honest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord Grey Academy 

Rickley Lane 
Bletchley 

Milton Keynes 
MK3 6EW 

 
T: 01908 626110 
F: 01908 366139 

E: enquiries@lordgrey.org.uk 
W: www.lordgrey.org.uk 

Twitter: @lordgreyacademy 


