
The Year 7 Curriculum 

• This PowerPoint gives you an overview of the 
Year 7 curriculum at Lord Grey Academy. 

• There are two slides per subject, outlining the 
content you will be covering and some 
information regarding the subjects. 

• Please take your time to look through these slides 
and discuss them with your 
parent/carer/guardian. 

• We hope you are excited about joining us in 
September! 



Year 7 English Literature 

 
 

In Year 7, you will study a range of Literature texts, starting with ‘A Study in 
Scarlett’.  You will be reading the whole text, exploring characters and themes and 

will start to look at analysing language.  
 

You will study a Shakespeare play called ‘Much Ado About Nothing’, where you will 
look at the play as a text but also have the opportunity to practise your drama 

skills!  
 

As well as studying poetry in class, you will have the opportunity to participate in a 
poetry buzz, which will include a poetry writing completion. 

 
 



Year 7 English Language 

In Language, you will 
continue to work on 

your literacy skills and 
will also study non-

fiction texts. 

You will also have the 
opportunity to enter 
the BBC 500 words 
competition and to 

compete in the 
Monologue House 

competition. 



KS3 Maths at Lord Grey is from Year 7 to Year 9. Working closely with all our primary 
feeder schools,  we use a journey to mastery method. 
We think mastery of anything – playing an instrument, speaking a new language, 
mathematics – takes a very long time. That’s why we talk about the “journey to 
mastery”, rather than “having mastered”. For example, you will have started to learn 
to add in Early Years and kept developing this skill over many years – from single digit 
numbers, to multi-digit numbers, then decimals, then fractions, then negatives, 
addition in different units (such as time calculations “35 minutes after 12:45pm”) etc. 
It would take several years to master addition, arguably one of the most basic 
concepts in mathematics, so what we do is break the journey down into small steps, 
spending time carefully considering each. Through intelligent practice and building up 
experience of different contexts, gradually we move towards mastery, where you will 
become fluent in the unfamiliar and can apply your skills in any new situation. 



Expect to see Maths in Lord Grey doing the following: 
• Assessing efficiently with ‘low stakes assessment’ and formal assessment to 

identify weak areas and proactively improve them using various methods. 
• Offering a varied diet of Maths activities over our four lessons per week. 
• Challenging problems to improve problem solving and apply skills that have been 

learnt. 
• Memory recall tasks. 
• Using computer software to aid learning. 
• To know how maths skills are applicable and why you are learning them, as well as 

how they fit in to future learning. 
• Crossover skills and usage, such as finance and science. 
• A challenging but enjoyable learning journey!!!! 

 



• In Year 7, you will have 3 lessons a week. 
• You will study Biology, Chemistry and Physics as separate subjects. 
• At Lord Grey, we have introduced a 5 year plan for our delivery of 

Science, in line with the AQA exam board. 
• This means that you will build upon the work you have previously 

covered in KS2, and further develop this in KS3, and then build 
further again on it at KS4. 

• You can expect to experience active lessons, where the work you 
are covering is put into everyday contexts,  which helps you to see 
the relevance of the science. 

• There are end of module tests but also practical activities, where 
you will demonstrate your key skills and get these ticked off as you 
work through the course. 
 



AQA 5 Year Plan 

The big ideas principle 
Often students may complete KS3 with knowledge of individual concepts but lack the understanding to 
apply their knowledge to unfamiliar contexts.  
 
Our syllabus provides students with this understanding. 
Using the big ideas principle, the generalisations, principles and models which connect concepts are at 
the heart of our syllabus.  
 
At Lord Grey, we believe this is how students learn to see the world analytically, to explain 
phenomena and make predictions – all skills they need for their next stage of scientific learning. 
Our syllabus complements the programme of study by exploring links between the ideas at KS3. 
 
Traditionally - The programme of study lists 140 biology, chemistry and physics ideas and don’t 
distinguish what’s most/least important, nor the links between ideas. 
 
At Lord Grey, we believe our syllabus provides an alternative approach to KS3 content. Content is under 
10 big idea headings: 
Forces, Electromagnetism, Energy, Waves, Matter, Reactions, Earth, Organisms, Ecosystems and 
Genes. Each idea contains four smaller topics: the building blocks for the big ideas. 



Year 7  - Computing 
2020 - 2021 

Autumn 1 –  Impact of Technology – Collaborating Online Respectfully 

A primer for you on how to use the school network appropriately. This unit builds in time for teacher-led 
discussions on why appropriate usage is important, as well as allowing for opportunities to highlight online safety 
issues. 

Autumn 2 –  Using Media – Gaining Support for a Cause 

Do you want to change the world? Here’s a good place to start. You will develop a deeper understanding of 
information technology and digital literacy by using your skills across the unit to create a blog post about a real 
world cause that you are passionate about and would like to gain support for. 

Spring 1 –  Modelling Data – Spreadsheets 

Welcome to the wonderful world of spreadsheets and the concept of cell referencing. You will collect, 
analyse, and manipulate data, before turning it into graphs and charts. Data is beautiful! 

Spring 2 –  Networks: from semaphores to the Internet 

Imagine a world without computer networks: there would be no more YouTube, Google, instant messaging, 
online video gaming, Netflix, and iTunes; no online shopping; no file sharing; and no central backups of 
information. This unit begins by defining a network and addressing the benefits of networking, before covering 
how data is transmitted across networks using protocols. 



Year 7  - Computing 
2020 - 2021 

Summer 1 –  Programming essentials in Scratch: part I 

This unit is the first programming unit of KS3. The aim of this unit and the following unit (Programming II) 

is to build learners’ confidence and knowledge of the key programming constructs. Importantly, this unit 

does not assume any previous programming experience, but it does offer learners the opportunity to 

expand on their knowledge throughout the unit. The main programming concepts covered in this unit are 

sequencing, variables, selection, and count-controlled iteration. All of the examples and activities for this 

unit use Scratch 3. 

Summer 2 –  Programming essentials in Scratch: part II 

This unit begins right where ‘Programming I’ left off. Learners will build on their understanding of the 

control structures’ sequence, selection, and iteration (the big three), and develop their problem-solving 

skills. Learners will learn how to create their own subroutines, develop their understanding of 

decomposition, learn how to create and use lists, and build upon their problem-solving skills by working 
through a larger project at the end of the unit. 

Computing Staff 

Mr Pennicooke 
Mrs Pennicooke 



Many of the Humanities 
Faculty staff teach Year 7 
students , and you might 
find that the same teacher 
teaches you for all of your 
Geography,  History and 
Religious Studies lessons 
across the week!  

The Humanities staff are :  
Miss Phipps – Head of Humanities  and Head of Geography 
Miss Cowap – Second in Humanities and Head of History 
Miss Rafferty – Head of Religious Studies  
Miss Bruin – Progress and Achievement Leader for Year 7 
Mr. Greenwood 
Mr. Connolly  
Mr. Oliver  

• The humanities help us understand 
others through their societies, 
histories and cultures. 

• The humanities teach empathy. 
• They foster social justice and equality. 
• They teach us to weigh evidence 

sceptically and consider more than 
one side of every question. 

At Lord Grey Academy, you will have one lesson a week of Geography, one lesson of History, 
and one lesson of Religious Studies.  

• Humanities students build skills in 
writing and critical reading. 

• Humanities encourage us to think 
creatively.  

• They teach us to ask questions about 
our world. 

• The humanities develop informed 
and critical citizens.  



Rivers and Flooding: You will learn about the different parts of rivers, the formation of 
waterfalls, the different factors that can lead to flooding, how the impacts of flooding vary 
dependent on which part of the world you live in, and how we can manage flood risk in 
different parts of the world, including Asia.  

Energy Resources: You will learn about the differences between renewable and non-
renewable sources of energy, issues surrounding energy security, the advantages and 
disadvantages of different sources of energy, and how we are managing g our energy 
resources in the UK.  

Glacial Landscapes: In this topic, you will learn about how ice shaped our planet 
thousands of years ago, and find out about where we find ice today, and why.   

Weather and Climate: You will find out about the difference between weather and 
climate,  why weather changes so often, different types of rainfall, and climate change.  

Topics that you will study in your Year 7 Geography lessons are:  

Rainforests: You will learn all about what it is like to be in the tropical rainforests of 
Indonesia. You will find out about the climate of the forest, and how this impacts on the 
kind of plants and animals we find there.  You’ll  find out about why rainforests are so 
valuable, the people that live in them, and the threats that rainforests are facing.  



To understand basic physical systems that affect everyday life (e.g. earth-sun 

relationships, water cycles, wind and ocean currents). 

 

To learn the location of places and the physical and cultural characteristics of 

those places in order to function more effectively in our increasingly 

interdependent world. 

 

To explain how the processes of human and physical systems have arranged and 

sometimes changed the surface of the Earth. 

 

To recognise spatial distributions at all scales — local and worldwide — in order 

to understand the complex connectivity of people and places. 

 

To be able to make sensible judgements about matters involving relationships 

between the physical environment and society. 

 

To appreciate Earth as the homeland of humankind and provide insight for wise 

management decisions about how the planet’s resources should be used. 

 

To understand global interdependence and to become a better global citizen. 
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Year 7 History 
Theme One:  Medieval England  

(1066-1500) 
Topics include: 

 
• Battle of Hastings 1066 – who should be the 

next king and why? 
• Castles – why were they needed and why were 

they so brilliant? 
• Attacking and defending castles – trebuchets, 

crossbows, machicolations and more. 
• The Plague – what was the Black Death, how 

did it spread and what impact did it have on 
ordinary people? 

  

Skills We Will Learn: 
 

• Making decisions 
• Explaining decisions and points of 

view 
• Giving evidence to back up points 
• Developing an argument 
• Investigating why some sources are 

biased (one sided) 
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Theme Two:   The Tudors   (1509-1603) 

Topics include: 
 

• What kind of man was Henry VIII? 
• What was the Reformation and why did it start? 
• Was Mary really Bloody or just misunderstood? 
• An in depth study of Elizabeth I – religious 

policy, exploration and empire, marriage and 
relationship with parliament. 

  

Why Study History? 
 

• If we can learn from the past, we can avoid making the same mistakes again. 
• A well respected qualification, by universities and employers. 
• Learn skills for life, such as: examine bias, construct logical arguments, make sense of 

information, prioritise, explain and assess events. 
• History related careers include: lawyer, accountant, solicitor, police officer, museum 

curator, teacher, lecturer, social services, insurance agent, banker, research analyst, 
business person, politician, civil servant, journalist and broadcaster. 
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Welcome to Religious Studies 

We look forward to exploring the following topics with you: 
 
• Ultimate Questions 
• Creation, Life and Experiences 
• Religious Expression 
• Hinduism, Sikhism and  
     Ancient Religions 

 
• www.bbc.co.uk - You will find an animated A to Z guide for students 

that explores and introduces a variety of religious topics.  Take a 
look: 

• https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/religious-studies-
ks3-az-of-religion-and-beliefs/znt647h  
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Our Religious Studies Teachers look 
forward to meeting you 

 

• Miss Rafferty 

• Miss Bruin 

• Mr Greenwood 

• Mr Oliver 

• Mr Connolly 

• Mr Page 

 





School entrance 

Art 

Lord Grey Academy - Art 

Ms K Harper – AS01 
Head of Faculty 
Head of Art  

Miss K Palmer – AS02 
KS3 Coordinator Art and DT  

Dr T Layden – AS05 
Teacher of Art and 
Technology 

In Year 7, 8 and 9 you will have 1 hour lesson of Art a week. You will receive regular 
homework that will relate to that weeks’ lesson.  
 

Art is an important part of the curriculum and teaches us many valuable skills that we will use 
throughout our lives. Our Art teachers are passionate about developing our students as 
artists and people. We do this by exposing students to many different art media including 
drawing, painting, printing, clay and textiles to name a few. We also build peer/group work, 
problem solving and the need for risk taking and resilience into our projects.  
 

Please direct any questions about Art at Lord Grey to: kate.palmer@lordgrey.org.uk 



Graphics Workshop 
Food  

In this project, you will 
be working in a kitchen, 
learning  basic skills. You 
will make a  range of 
dishes , developing 
technical cookery skills, 
independence and 

resilience.  

 In this project ,you will be working 
in workshop based classrooms. You 

will create  a moving toy using 
wood. You will design the toy and 
the mechanism to move the toy, 

thinking about the overall     
appearance of  the                      

product.   

Moving Toy Project  

Basic Skills Project  

Board Game Project  

In this project, you will work use 
computers to design, develop and  
create a board game. You will use a  
computer program called 2D design to  
create your final idea. 

Tools 

models 

Linkages 

Moving 
Toy  

Sketching 

All Year 7 projects are based on developing 
students basic skills and confidence within all areas 

of Design Technology.  

The 
software 

Computer aided 
design 

Board 
games 

Dishes 
that will 
be made 



Design Technology at Lord Grey Academy 

  

 

 

 

  
 

DT  
Food   

Workshop   
computers   

School 

entrance   

Miss R Reid – FT10 
Head of Food Technology  

 
 
Mrs M Lloyd 
Teacher of Art and Technology 

In Year 7, 8 and 9 you will have two lessons a week in Design Technology. These lessons will 
be taught on a rotation, so that you experience all three areas of technology – Graphics, Food 
and Workshop. Practical work will play a vital role in your learning, so you will be taught how 
to cook, work with tools in the workshop and design and draw using a computer program. 
Design Technology is all about solving a problem for a target user or client. It is then down to 
you to learn to how to develop ideas to solve those problems. Design Technology is an 
important part of the curriculum and will aid you in developing valuable life skills that include 
independence, resilience, problem solving, creativity, accuracy with sketching and applying 
learning to real life situations. There is even a little maths involved too! Our teachers are 
passionate about their subject and helping students to develop and grow to prepare them for 
the real world. 

Our amazing Art Teachers also teach many Year 7 DT groups.  
We will soon be welcoming new Art and Technology Teachers 
to the school.  



YEAR 7 LEARNING JOURNEY IN GERMAN   



In Year 7, we will cover the following skills: 
• pronunciation and intonation 
• asking and answering questions 
• communicating in the target language 
• initiating and developing conversations 
• dealing with the unpredictable 
• expressing and discussing opinions 
• adapting language for different contexts 
• memorising words and phrases 
• listening  for gist and detail 
• applying grammar rules 
• using a range of vocabulary / structures 
• scanning texts 
• summarizing main points 
• comparing cultures 
• using the target language creatively 

Your German lessons  will be taught by Ms Pieper or Mr Hateley 

YEAR 7 LEARNING JOURNEY IN GERMAN   

In Year 7, we will cover the following topics: 
• Hello – introducing yourself 
• My school 
• Family & friends 
• Hobbies 
• Life at home 

Speak the language of… 



Bienvenue  Year 7! 
Personal 
Informati
on: talking 

about 
yourself  

Talking 
your 

family 
and your 

pets 

Sports and 
Leisure 

activities 

Countries 
and Towns 

Holidays  

and 
Food 

These are 

the topics  

we will be 

studying  



           will you  be doing? 

4 main 
skills 

Reading  

Listening 

Speaking 

Writing  

You will be covering the 4 

skills through many fun 

and engaging activities! 

 

Pair or group work 

Competition and games 

(Sentence stealer, frogs 

translation, one pen one dice 

and many more…) 

Looking at short texts or 

songs 

Writing short texts  / looking 

at translation 

Discovering French culture 

and Food  

 

 

 



Welcome to Music at Lord Grey! 

We have lots of great clubs you can 

get involved with: 

such as choir, orchestra, woodwind 

and flute group as well as 1:1 

lessons on a variety of instruments 

We organise lots of 
performances and concerts 

throughout the year!  

This year we had the talent 
show, Christmas concert and 
our production of ‘Charlie and 

the Chocolate factory’. 

 

 

During your lessons this year, you will have the 

opportunity to learn to play the keyboard, learn 

about different musical styles, begin to read 

music, perform and write your own music!  

 

  
Do you sing or play a musical instrument? 
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T      The Music team 

This is Mrs Preston. She plays a number of 

stringed instruments including the violin, 

double bass and bass guitar. 

This is Miss Maxwell. She is a fantastic singer, 

which has taken her all over the country and 

she plays a variety of instruments, including 

piano, guitar and flute. 

This is Mrs Maxwell. She is also a fantastic 

singer and has performed in a number of 

choirs. Her musical talents include the 

piano and clarinet. 



Head of Drama; Miss Smithers 
Mrs Harris 
Miss Kean 
Miss Maxwell 
Mrs Maxwell 
Mrs Maguire  

‘DRAMA IS A REALLY FUN 
AND ACTIVE SUBJECT. YOU 

CAN BE AS CREATIVE AS YOU 
LIKE.’ 

  

‘  
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 WE LOOK FORWARD TO MEETING YOU ALL!  

WHEN YOU JOIN US IN YEAR 7, YOU WILL HAVE ONE HOUR OF DRAMA PER WEEK ON YOUR 
TIMETABLE AND YOU WILL HAVE THE SAME DRAMA TEACHER EACH WEEK.  

 
IN YEAR 7, MOST OF YOUR DRAMA LESSONS WILL BE PRACTICAL AND CREATIVE AND YOU 

WILL HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO LEARN NEW DRAMA SKILLS, BECOME INTERESTING 
CHARACTERS AND CREATE EXCITING STORYLINES!  

 
THE DRAMA TEACHERS AT LORD GREY ARE FRIENDLY AND FUN AND THEY CAN’T WAIT TO 

TEACH YOU ALL OF OUR WONDERFUL SCHEMES.  
 

IN YOUR FIRST TERM, YOU WILL PLAY LOTS OF GAMES, WHICH WILL IMPROVE YOUR 
CONFIDENCE, GET YOU BEING CREATIVE AND GETTING TO KNOW YOUR PEERS. YOU WILL 

ALSO LEARN THE FOLLOWING DRAMA SKILLS; 
• MIME 

• FREEZE FRAME 
• IMPROVISATION   

 
HERE ARE A FEW HINTS ABOUT THE TOPICS YOU WILL BE STUDYING IN YEAR 7 DRAMA…….. 



Year 7 PSHE 
Journey 2020 



Year 7 PSHE 
Journey 2020 

You will learn about: 

• building new relationships in 
your transition to secondary 
school & making healthy 
lifestyle choices 

• starting to develop enterprise 
skills & raising aspirations 

• diversity, prejudice & bullying 
& managing on- & offline 
friendships 

• the risky business of alcohol, 
tobacco & drugs & puberty, 
consent & FGM 

• self-esteem & romance & 
exploring family life 

• ethical financial decisions & 
budgeting & spending  

 

What should I do in lessons? 

There will be ground rules, 
decided by your class with 

your teacher & will be based 
on: 

 Respecting others’ views  
 Listening without 

judgement  
 Asking questions 

 Seeking advice & help if 
you need to  

 Respecting confidentiality  
 Respecting the 
safeguarding of all 

students 
…because some topics can be 

challenging to talk about & 
understand. 

7.1 
TRANSITI

ON TO 
SECONDA

RY 
SCHOOL 


