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Year 8 Curriculum 
 
The academy operates a one week timetable and the day comprises of five one hour lessons. 
The curriculum is divided as follows: 
 
 

Subject Number of lessons  
per week 

English 4 

Mathematics 4 

Science 3 

Language:  French and Spanish 2 

Humanities:  Geography and History 2 

Religious Studies 1 

Music 1 

Drama 1 

Physical Education 2 

Creative Technologies: Art 1 

Creative Technologies: Design Technology 2 

Computing 1 

Character, Citizenship and Communication 1 
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Year 8 Curriculum (continued)
 
EQUIPMENT 
The academy provides all the necessary textbooks, resource materials, equipment and 
stationery.  However, we ask that all students equip themselves with an A4 sized bag, plus: 
 
Pens 
Coloured pencils 
Compass 
Calculator 
Pencils and Ruler 
Protractor 
A dictionary, thesaurus and an atlas are basic reference sources and will obviously prove useful 
Language dictionary 
A sensible, stout, waterproof bag in which to put everything. 
 
ELECTRONIC LEARNING 
It is vital that Year 8 know, and use, their password for their P number, email and Go4Schools. 
Homework tasks can be viewed by students and parents on Go4Schools. The homework 
timetable is designed to be balanced with two or three subjects every evening of about half an 
hour duration each, during Year 8. (It is essential to have a quiet place at home where students 
can study and complete homework). 
 
Students will also have access to the online learning platforms - Google Classroom, 
MathsWatch and Educake.

In English, students are specifically helped to develop the following “competencies”: 
 
Competencies for learning 
Competencies for citizenship 
Competencies for relating to people 
Competencies for managing situations 
Competencies for managing information. 
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English 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 

All classes have four lessons each week.  X and Y are the two halves of the year group.  Students in 
each half of the year are split into five groups (1, 2A, 2B, 2C and 3). 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

During Year 8, students will undertake major units of work in the following: 
  
Autumn 1: Gothic horror 
Autumn 2: Non-fiction study – Justice and Freedom 
Spring 1:  Poetry from other cultures 
Spring 2: Short stories  
Summer 1: Novel study - Of Mice and Men 
Summer 2: Romeo and Juliet 
Grammar skills will be taught throughout. 

 

MODE OF DELIVERY 

Units of work vary in length, lasting between four to seven weeks. They will include all of the 
“Threshold concepts” in English; context, language, grammar, structure, evidence and analysis. 
  
The majority of lessons will follow the four phase lesson, as outlined in the National Curriculum 
– a lesson starter, a teacher centred section, and then a student centred section and finally, a 
plenary session to pull together the learning of the lesson.  
  
  
Reading 

In Year 8, the students will have frequent visits to the LRC and will be encouraged to read a 
wide variety of texts.  Students will follow the Accelerated Programme, which will help to 
continue to develop their reading ability.  Students will be expected to seek out challenging 
texts and read regularly.  There will be a strong focus on reading in lessons and students are 
expected to always have a personal reading book with them.   
 

ASSESSMENT  
The learning of all students will be monitored and assessed through the Lord Grey English Flight 
Paths.  This builds understanding of the criteria for Lord Grey Flight Paths, in readiness for the 
9-1 GCSE criteria.  



6 | P a g e  

 

Mathematics 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have four lessons each week.  X and Y are the two halves of the year group.  Students in each 
half of the year are split into five groups (1, 2, 3A, 3B and 4). All lessons are differentiated.  
 

COURSE CONTENT 
Students follow the content outlined in the KS3 national curriculum and will study topics in the following 
areas: 
 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Proportional reasoning Algebraic expressions Developing geometry 

Mathematical representations Developing number Reasoning with data 

 
Throughout the course, students will have opportunities to develop their fluency, problem solving and 
mathematical reasoning in a wide range of contexts including real world scenarios. 
 
 

MODE OF DELIVERY 
Lessons in mathematics generally follow a multi-phase approach including: retrieval of prior knowledge 
through a starter activity, the dissemination of knowledge through teacher exposition and modelling, 
and then opportunities for independent practice to improve fluency and encourage problem solving and 
reasoning. 
 
Lessons are differentiated to meet the needs of the students, providing support and encouragement 
whilst also ensuring students are stretched and challenged. We use a wide range of resources including 
purpose-created textbooks, online platforms such as MathsWatch and personalised teaching materials. 
 
Students will also receive weekly homework tasks which aim to consolidate learning from the classroom, 
interleave learning from earlier in the year or research a new topic or skills prior to its introduction in 
the classroom. 
 
 

ASSESSMENT 
Students take part in formative assessment throughout the year, where areas of strength and 
improvement can be identified to help students make good progress. There are also three summative 
assessments each year, which allow students to demonstrate how they can apply knowledge and 
techniques to problems in a range of contexts. These assessments follow the GCSE (9-1) grading criteria 
and form part of the students journey to formal examinations in Year 11. 
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Science 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 

All classes have three lessons each week. Students are set according to their ability in Science 
and Mathematics.  
  
COURSE CONTENT 

In Year 8, Science students follow on from their mastery approach to work covered in Year 7. 
The KS3 course is a three-year course allowing us to start the GCSE course in Year 10.    
  
 Topics covered: 

Biology      Understanding Organisms 
Understanding Genes 
Understanding Ecosystems 

Chemistry  Understanding Matter  
Understanding Reactions  
Understanding the Earth 

Physics      Gravity, speed and pressure 

  Energy 

  Magnetism 

 

For Year 8, these topics are divided into approximately 10 lesson units. 
 

MODE OF DELIVERY 

The Science course is designed to develop independent scientific learners – this is a structured course 
that develops thinking, practical and analytical skills, with the emphasis on experimental work wherever 
possible. By following the mastery approach pupils should master the basic skills before moving on.  

 

ASSESSMENT 
Students will have assessments at the end of each module. There will then be time to review and 
address any misunderstandings. In addition to this there will be 3 practical assessments one for each of 
the sciences.  There will be a KS3 assessment of all three sciences around Easter to test for 
understanding.  
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Languages: French           
 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students studying French will have four lessons over each two-week period. X and Y are the two 
halves of the year group.  Students in each half of the year are split into five groups (1, 2A, 2B, 2C and 3). 
 

  
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 8, students follow six units of work, each one lasting for half a term. The modules are: 
  

 TV and cinema 

 Personality and relationships 

 Fashion and music 

 Home  

 Un Monstre à Paris 

 Future plans 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
French studies continue from Year 7. Students will take part in a range of activities to develop 
their speaking, listening, reading and writing skills.  Students will look at the culture of French-
speaking countries where appropriate. 
  
ASSESSMENT 
At the end of each module of work there is a formal assessment based around pathway levels 
in at least two of the following skills: Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. This builds 
understanding of the criteria for Lord Grey Flight Paths, in readiness for the 9-1 GCSE criteria.  
 
 

                                                 
 

 
 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?hl=en&biw=1440&bih=815&tbm=isch&tbnid=GSS48l-sn8FguM:&imgrefurl=http://www.xboxplayers.com/gamescom-2013-announces-france-as-partner-country/&docid=4Sucu3X3zLbF0M&imgurl=http://www.xboxplayers.com/WORDPRESS/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/france_map_flag.png&w=800&h=640&ei=bRA3UrtxhLCEB_-wgYAN&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:28,s:0,i:183&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=167&tbnw=209&start=17&ndsp=30&tx=120&ty=75
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Languages: Spanish
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students studying Spanish will have two lessons each week. X and Y are the two halves of the year 
group.  Students in each half of the year are split into five groups (1, 2A, 2B, 2C and 3). 
  
COURSE CONTENT 
In Year 8, students follow six units of work, each one lasting for half a term. The modules are: 

 

 La gente  (People and hobbies) 

 Vamos a salir  (Going out) 

 Mis vacaciones  (Holidays) 

 La comida  (Food) 

 De moda (Fashion) 

 Barcelona  (In and around the city of Barcelona) 
  
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Students will take part in a range of activities to develop their speaking, listening, reading and 
writing skills.  Students will look at the culture of Spanish-speaking countries where 
appropriate. 
  
ASSESSMENT 
At the end of each module of work, there is a formal assessment in at least two of the following 
skills: Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing. These will be assessed using the GCSE 9-1 
grading system. 
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Computing 
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 

All students in Year 8 study Computing and have one lesson each week. X and Y are the two 
halves of the year group.  Students in each half of the year are split into five groups (1, 2, 3A, 3B and 4). 

 

COURSE CONTENT 

Students will be following the fairly new computing programme of study and will study 3 units 
of work during the academic year.  Students will be given opportunities to develop their 
independent work, build on peer learning partnerships, develop ideas into practical elements 
and self-evaluate their work.  This will enable students to develop important transferable 
computing skills that can be used in a range of different contexts. 
 

Computing systems is online 

This unit takes students on a tour through the different layers of computing systems: from 
programs and the operating system, to the physical components that store and execute these 
programs, to the fundamental binary building blocks that these components consist of. The aim 
is to provide a concise overview of how computing systems operate, conveying the essentials 
and abstracting away the technical details that might confuse or put off learners. The last 
lessons cover two interesting contemporary topics: artificial intelligence and open source 
software. These are linked back to the content of the unit, helping students to both broaden 
their knowledge and focus on the topics addressed in the unit. 
 

Representations: from clay to silicon 

Humans use symbols to record, process and transmit information. Students will be introduced 
to binary digits as the symbols computers use to perform these tasks and focus on the 
representation of text and numbers. 
  
Programming: Mobile app development 
Today, there’s an app for every possible need. With this unit we will take students through the 
entire process of creating their own mobile app, using App Lab from code.org. Building on the 
programming concepts learners used in previous units, students will work in pairs to perform 
user research, design their app, and write the code for it, before finally evaluating and 
publishing it for the world to use. 
 

Introduction to Python Programming 

This unit introduces students to text-based programming with Python.  The lessons form a 
journey that starts with simple programs involving input and output, and gradually moves on 
through arithmetic operations, randomness, selection, and iteration. Emphasis is placed on 
tackling common misconceptions and elucidating the mechanics of program execution. 
A range of pedagogical tools is employed throughout the unit, with the most prominent being 
pair programming, live coding, and worked examples. 
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Computing (continued) 
 
Developing for the web 

In this unit, students will explore the technologies that make up the internet and World Wide 
Web. Starting with an exploration of the building blocks of the World Wide Web, HTML, and 
CSS, students will investigate how websites are catalogued and organised for effective retrieval 
using search engines. They will also consider the hidden network technologies that protect us 
from the threats that a connected world brings, as well as looking at the impact of these 
services and technologies. 
 

MODE OF DELIVERY AND ASSESSMENT 

Students will be assessed through a variety of methods, including through formative and 
summative assessment. This will include specific tasks, verbal contributions, peer and self-
assessment and written evaluations. Lessons will include a variety of learning styles and varied 
teaching styles. Students are assessed in line with Lord Grey Flight Paths. This builds 
understanding of the criteria for Lord Grey Flight Paths, in readiness for the 9-1 GCSE criteria. 
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Humanities:  Geography 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students studying Geography within Humanities will have one lesson each week.  
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students will study three Geography units over the year:  
  
A watery world 
Students will learn about areas of water surplus and water deficit on our planet, and consider 
what different parts of the world do to manage their water supply. They will also learn about 
different coastal environments. They will think about the physical processes that impact on our 
coasts, as well as looking at how people can protect land and property from coastal erosion.  
 
Volcanoes and earthquakes 
Students will learn about the structure of our earth, and understand why volcanoes and 
earthquakes take place in specific areas. They will think about the consequences of these 
disasters, and learn about ways to mitigate effects, and how we can help people who need aid 
in times of trouble.  
 
Development around the world 
Students will learn about why the world’s population is unevenly distributed, and how our 
geographical location affects our level of development. They will consider how development 
affects our quality of life, and analyse how the products we trade in plays a major part in how 
developed a country becomes. They will also think about why people in lower income countries 
often migrate from the countryside to the cities, and think evaluate the problems this causes 
for the cities.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
The lessons are made interesting by the use of a wide variety of teaching techniques. They are 
varied and cater for a range of learning styles; video, role-play, debates, display work, group 
work and presentations are all used to support and help deliver teaching. 
  
ASSESSMENT 
Students are assessed by regular low stakes assessments throughout the year, which are based on the 
criteria and assessment objectives which will help them progress through Key Stage 3 and prepare for 
GCSE courses.
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Humanities: History 

 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have one lesson each week of History. X and Y are the two halves of the year group.  
Students in each half of the year are split into five groups (1, 2A, 2B, 2C and 3). 
  
COURSE CONTENT 
Across the year, three History topics will be covered.  Within each topic, students will be taught 
the historical skills of chronology, empathy, cause and consequence and source analysis.  These 
skills help to directly prepare students for the GCSE History course. 
 
Slavery 1750-1865 
Students will explore the development of slavery, the trade triangle, life on the plantations and 
slave rebellions.  The unit culminates with a scrutiny of anti slavery protestors and the end of 
slavery in America.  
  
Industrial Revolution 1750-1900 
Within this unit, students will focus on the industrialisation of Britain and the growth of 
factories and towns.  They explore the role of children at work and analyse the transformation 
of the country.  In addition, students investigate the importance of inventors such as Richard 
Arkwright. 
 
20th Century Disasters, with a Focus on Titanic 
This unit enables students to carry out a depth study on the Titanic disaster of 1912.  It 
encourages students to analyse causes and consequences of the sinking of the Titanic and also 
the subsequent interpretations of such events.  They will also have the opportunity to 
investigate other disasters and make comparisons between events. 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Lessons are varied and cater for a range of learning styles; video, role-play, debates, source 
analysis, display work, group work and presentations are all used to support and help deliver 
teaching. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Work is evaluated through a series of class examinations, and will be marked in line with the  
GCSE policy, in order to show progress throughout the period of secondary school education. 
This builds understanding, in readiness for the 9-1 GCSE criteria.  
 
  

  

 
 
 

  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJeum7v838cCFQkIGgod2lMEJg&url=http://www.economist.com/news/christmas-specials/21591791-how-unsolved-murder-1888-played-part-bringing-about-end-slavery-dr&bvm=bv.102022582,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNEuZc_oGdfyXEm6g1jYjaeIhrwUog&ust=1441545104813788
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCNGe0Nr838cCFQNbGgodGH0BBQ&url=http://7-themes.com/6821131-titanic-wallpaper.html&bvm=bv.102022582,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNHyWAHpS6lhu0Sub4XSkrAQqTV34Q&ust=1441545245717911
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Humanities:  Religious Studies 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 

All classes have one lesson each week of Religious Studies.   
 
COURSE CONTENT 

In Year 8, students will complete units on: The Life of Jesus, Christianity, Islam, Judaism, Peace 
and Conflict, and Evil and Suffering.   
 
For Christianity, Islam and Judaism, students will learn about the origins of these faiths, key 
beliefs, and significant leaders, places of worship and how belief in each of these religions 
affects daily life for their followers.  
 

   
 

The Life of Jesus: In this unit students will find out about Jesus’ early life, and his miracles. They 
will explore the ideas behind his crucifixion, and his resurrection.  
 

Evil and Suffering: In this unit, students will consider what suffering is 
and why suffering happens. They will reflect on where they think evil 
comes from and the differences between moral evil and natural evil. 
Students will study Christianity, Hinduism and Buddhism in this unit. 
 

 
 
Peace and Conflict:  In this unit, students will explore the use of 
nuclear weapons and their own opinions on whether they should be 
used as well as completing an in-depth study on the Rwandan 
Genocide that took place in 1994.  
 

 
MODE OF DELIVERY 

Lessons are tailored to cater for a range of learning styles and abilities. Students are 
encouraged to voice their own opinions and to reflect on other people’s views. 
  
ASSESSMENT 
 
Each unit includes an assessed pieces of work graded as Bronze, Silver or Gold. All units include 
differentiation.  
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Music 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES  
Students study Music for one lesson each week. There are five mixed ability groups on each 
side of the timetable.  
 

COURSE CONTENT  
Students will continue to study a range of pieces of music from different time periods and parts 
of the world. They will further develop their analytical skills and once again get the opportunity 
to develop practical music skills through compositions and performances. Students will be 
expected to recall the key concepts of pitch, rhythm, structure, melody, harmony, timbre, 
dynamics and tempo from Year 7 and build upon their musical terminology with further Italian 
terms. 
The year is designed for personal, moral development in building resilience and independence 
to learn an instrument and piece of music, setting their own goals. Students will also learn to 
get it wrong and work to redeem the difficulty both on solo and ensemble pieces. Through the 
exploration of famous pieces, students develop a cultural understanding of the historical 
progress of composing. 
The strong focus on encouraging students to read a variety of music notation styles and 
develop specific instrumental skills continues in Year 8 with projects covering: 
 

 Piano Skills – advancing knowledge of reading notation and performing as a soloist. 
 Instruments of the Orchestra. 
 World Music – understanding musical features from a variety of cultures and traditions 
 Blues Music & Jazz – exploring the genres key features through performance and 

composition. 
 Film & Gaming Music.  
 Advert Music – the power of music in media 

 

 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY  
A variety of theory and practical lessons will be used to bring music to life.  
 

HOMEWORK  
Students will be expected to practice instrumental skills between lessons, when appropriate, 
and/or complete theory tasks to ensure a core understanding of how music is constructed in 
accordance with the School Homework Policy.  
 

ASSESSMENT  
Music is assessed in accordance with the Lord Grey Flight Paths criteria and builds a platform 
from which the students can progress into Key Stage 4 Music. There are regular listening 
assessments of key musical vocabulary and the understanding of the musical elements.  The 
Lord Grey Flight Paths prepare students for the GCSE 9-1 grading system. 
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Physical Education 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes study PE for two lessons each week. The students are taught in broadly mixed ability 
gender groups.  
 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students will build on and embed the physical development and skills learned in Year 7, 
become more competent, confident and expert in their techniques, and apply them across 
different sports and physical activities. They will understand what makes a performance 
effective and how to apply these principles to their own and others work. They will develop the 
confidence and interest to get involved in exercise, sports and activities out of school and in 
later life, and understand and apply the long-term health benefits of physical activity. 
 
Students will be taught to: 

 use a range of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in direct competition 
through team and individual games [for example, badminton, basketball, cricket, 
football, hockey, netball, rounders, rugby and tennis] 

 develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive sports [for 
example, athletics and gymnastics] 

 perform dances using advanced dance techniques within a range of dance styles and 
forms 

 take part in outdoor and adventurous activities, which present intellectual and physical 
challenges and be encouraged to work in a team, building on trust and developing skills 
to solve problems, either individually or as a group 

 analyse their performances compared to previous ones and demonstrate improvement 
to achieve their personal best 

 take part in competitive sports and activities outside school through community links or 
sports clubs. 

 
Students will have the chance to take part in a Sport Education unit. The unit is designed to 
develop not only leadership skills but also greater social skills and the ability to work with 
others as a result of this.    
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
Each activity is studied for between four to eight weeks in blocks of work.  
  
ASSESSMENT 
All pupils are assessed through their performance and personal outcome, each worth 50% of 
their overall grade. Each pupil will be assessed in 2 sports per half term, with an average 
personal and performance outcome being calculated at the end of the year. These grades will 
then be transferred into a Gold, Silver or Bronze. 
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Drama 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have one lesson each week. There are five mixed ability groups on each side of the 
timetable.  

 
COURSE CONTENT 
Students in Year 8 will follow five Drama modules covering the following elements: 
 
Drama Skills: creating character, problem solving, Still Image, Role-Play, Mime, Thought-
Tracking, Improvisation, Narration, Physical Theatre, Monologue, Slow Motion, Exaggeration, 
Flashback, developing the ability to critically analyse and evaluate pieces of work, development 
of voice and movement and using Explorative Strategies, including Hot-Seating and Role-on-
the-Wall. 
 
Exploring scripts and how to perform using a script.  
 
Exploring form and structure, interpretation and presentation. 
 
THEMES AND TOPICS 

 The Missing Girl 

 Silent Movie 

 Playing with Text 

 Creating a Character 

 Devising: Post Secrets 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
There is a strong emphasis on practical work supported by written evaluation and response. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Students will be assessed against the criteria of Creating, Performing and Evaluating. This 
encompasses their ability to use imaginative and original ideas, develop interesting and 
believable characters and to analyse their use of explorative strategies. Communication and 
collaborative skills will be continually assessed. This builds understanding of the criteria for Lord 
Grey Flight Paths, in readiness for the 9-1 GCSE criteria.  
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Creative Technologies: Art 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Students will have one lesson each week. They will be taught in mixed ability groups. 
 
COURSE CONTENT  
In Year 8, students will work extensively in their sketchbooks and develop concepts through 
practical lessons, further developing their knowledge of formal elements. They will explore 
elements of sculpture and printing to develop their 2D and 3D skills.  
 
Students will study a number of artists from various cultures and periods of history and link 
their own work to that of the artist and culture.  
 
We will look to improve the students’ technical abilities by studying and exploring the themes 
of Portraiture and Native American Art, along with Mythical Creatures.  
 
MODE OF DELIVERY  
Lessons consist of a mixture of theory and practical work.  
 
ASSESSMENT  
Assessment is completed twice per half term. Students will receive levels, based on Flight Paths, 
and engagement levels, which are both inputted into the front of their sketchbooks. This builds 
understanding of the criteria for Lord Grey Flight Paths, in readiness for the 9-1 GCSE criteria.  
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Creative Technologies: Design Technology and Food Technology 
 

ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
All classes have two lessons each week. They are taught in mixed ability groups on each side of 
the timetable.  
 
Within Technology in Year 8, students have the opportunity to work within the different subject 
areas of the Technology framework, Design and Technology and Food Technology. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
In the workshops, students will work with a variety of tools and hi-tech equipment to produce a 
‘Mobile Phone Holder’ project. Students will learn basic electronics and produce a product that 
they can use and enjoy at home.  This scheme of work incorporates a number of skills that the 
students will have to learn, including 3D Computer Aided Design and understanding 
manufacturing in industry.  They will also get the opportunity to make part of their project with 
a laser cutting machine, which enables them to produce an end product of high quality. 
 
In the design studio, students will be taught 2D, and 3D drawing techniques and learn the basics 
of different computer design packages. Students will get the opportunity to produce a product 
using the same processes that would be used in industry and learn about the important aspects 
of product design. Within the project studied, students also cover a range of Mathematics that 
relates closely to the subject, for example; dimensioning drawings, analysing and producing 
graphs from the collection of data and understanding scale.  
 
Whilst learning Food Technology, the first topic studied is Cultural Foods from Around the 
World, which allows students to experience the tastes and smells connected with foreign travel 
and holidays. Hygiene and Safety are revisited in theory lessons with Staple Foods and Food 
Miles being the main topics covered in a term. Students will start to develop an understanding 
of properties and functions of the ingredients that they are using.  
 
Basic practical skills will be developed to provide total confidence for later (GCSE) use. A project 
covering a country of their choice including food, custom, transport, language, sports, fashion 
and others areas of interest will be added to the final grade. 
 

MODE OF DELIVERY 
All students in Year 8 learn two areas of Technology, gaining 
practical and theoretical experience from each. A project will 
be completed in each Technology area and students will 
explore and learn lots of new and exciting skills. 
 
ASSESSMENT 
Technology is assessed according to Flight Paths criteria. This builds 
understanding of the criteria for Lord Grey Flight Paths, in readiness for the 9-1 
GCSE criteria.  
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Personal, Social, Health & Economic Education [PSHE]
 
ORGANISATION OF CLASSES 
Year 8 students will study PSHE for one lesson each week.  Each half of the year group is taught 
in one of five mixed ability groups. 
 
COURSE CONTENT 
The programme will give students the opportunity to explore and develop lifelong skills, in line 
with the statutory RSE guidelines.  Students will be given the opportunity to discuss their issues 
and to work in groups, producing a wide variety of outcomes. Students are encouraged to think 
about their life styles and to consider how to keep themselves safe. Students cover issues that 
are relevant to them and help them to understand the changes they are encountering and deal 
with them in an appropriate way, while also developing as a young citizen. 
 
THEMES AND TOPICS 
 
Autumn term 

 Personal safety; Substance misuse & Managing peer pressure 
 Rights & responsibilities; Tackling discrimination 

 
Spring term 

 Digital literacy; Promoting Human Rights 
 Mental Health & body image; Managing change & loss 

 
Summer term  

 Sexuality & consent; Contraception 
 Making financial decisions; Value for money 

 
ASSESSMENT 
Students will be formally assessed in this programme in line with the Lord Grey Flight Paths, 
being awarded Gold, Silver or Bronze, based on the understanding they demonstrate. 
They will be recognised for their research skills, role-plays, presentations and other outcomes 
of this programme, such as collaboration and developing independent learning skills, alongside  
self-motivation, preparing  students for the demands of GCSE 9-1 grading system across 
examined subjects. 
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Learning Resource Centre (LRC) 
 
Our Learning Resource Centre is committed to providing an outstanding collection of resources for our 
community; we aim to foster a lifelong enthusiasm for reading and learning; teach effective research 
and retrieval skills; and do this in a welcoming and supportive environment. 
  
Our LRC team can help you to decide which information sources are the most useful; show you how to 
check that the information is relevant and up to date; and help you to find inspiring and exciting stories 
to read. 
  
The Learning Resource Centre is open every day during school hours, Monday to Thursday 8.15am – 
4.15pm, Friday 8.15am – 3.45pm and is used in different ways during the day: a teacher might send you 
to do some individual work, or change a book; you might come in with the whole class to the LRC to do 
some research into a particular topic; and there are many opportunities to use the LRC during your free 
time at break and lunch. The LRC is also after school most evenings, and this would be a particularly 
good time to do coursework and revision. At all times you will be expected to work quietly and sensibly; 
you must take care not to disturb other students who will also be working. 
  
The LRC is stocked with up to date fiction and non-fiction books, and we keep a large selection of 
Reference books. We have an online newspaper subscription for up to date information, and we take a 
weekly newspaper, First News.  The LRC team work with the Faculties to ensure that all resources are 
relevant to courses and subjects studied within the school, and are suitable for a wide range of abilities. 
GCSE materials are specifically purchased so that Year 9, 10 and 11 students have access to a variety of 
information.  
   
So, in addition to reading for research purposes, students are encouraged to develop their fiction 
reading. Fiction books are added to stock throughout the year, and students are able to review the 
books they read and recommend them to other students via our book club on Wednesday lunchtimes. 
This is well attended, and we cover a variety of activities such as book quizzes, choosing new books and 
word games, and regularly ask teachers to speak about their reading choices.  
  
During the autumn term the LRC hosts the annual ‘Book Blast’ during which authors talk to the Year 8 
students about their books and how they create their stories. At the same time, all students are able to 
buy books, and get them signed by the visiting authors. Other events occur throughout the year to keep 
the importance of reading highlighted. 
  
The Learning Resource Centre is a multi-media resource that supports students throughout their 
schooling at Lord Grey. The main aim is to provide a challenging, yet supportive environment to 
stimulate, maintain and develop a lively, enquiring mind, and a curiosity, interest and enjoyment in 
reading. Students are encouraged to become independent learners by using the LRC in their own time 
for homework and finding information out for themselves. In this way students will develop the skills 
they need to become life-long learners as they move into adult life.  
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Our Core Values: 
Be resilient,  

independent and  
hardworking. 

  

Be kind, caring  
and positive. 

 
Be ambitious,  

aspirational and determined. 
 

Be respectful,  
helpful and honest. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord Grey Academy 
Rickley Lane 

Bletchley 
Milton Keynes 

MK3 6EW 
 

T: 01908 626110 
F: 01908 366139 

E: enquiries@lordgrey.org.uk 
W: www.lordgrey.org.uk 

Twitter: @lordgreyacademy

 


